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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

“We recognize the value of the International Declaration on Transnational Organized Crime in the
global fishing industry that was done in Copenhagen, Denmark, in October 2018. It provides a solid
framework for countries like ours in the Caribbean to work together with regional and
international partners to better understand the problem, share information, and build the
necessary legal, regulatory, monitoring, control, surveillance, and enforcement capacity to defeat
and eradicate transnational organized crime and IUU fishing."

-- Chair of CRFM Ministerial Council, Honourable Minister Saboto Caesar

t a high-level Ministerial Meeting
convened on 4 October 2021, several
Ministers from the Caribbean
Community responsible for Fisheries, the
Blue Economy and related matters delivered
official ~ statements  endorsing  The
International Declaration on Transnational
Organized Crime in the Global Fishing Industry
(also known as the ‘Copenhagen Declaration’)
and signed the international cooperation
instrument. They also
affirmed their support
for the Blue Justice

Representation Office addressed the

Ministers.

This report captures the official remarks
from the partners in the initiative, as well as
the statements from the CRFM Member
States. Statements submitted orally are
included, as well as links to the video
recordings of the statements from Member
States and the recording of the entire
proceedings.

Through this milestone

Initiative, established by
the Government of
Norway to support
implementation of the
declaration.

At  the meeting,
organized by the
Secretariat of the

Ministers from the CRFM
Member States responsible
for Fisheries, the Blue
Economy and related matters
meet with partners from the
Government of Norway to
take action to strengthen
regional and international

achievement, the
CRFM and its Member
States have embarked
upon a course of firm
action to utilize
innovation and
technology, through
cross-border and inter-

) ) ) - agency collaboration,
Caribbean Regional coopera@on at the political to address illegal,
Fisheries Mechanism and techrTlcal levels Fo Fombat unreported and
(CRFM), officials from and erad.tcate IUU f:-shmg qnd unregulated  fishing
the CARICOM tltansnat.:onal'orgamzec.l crime and transnational
Secretariat, the in the f:shenets sector in the organized crime in the
Government of region. fishing industry,
Norway, as well as the through targeted
UNDP’s Nordic

actions intended to
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focus on agreed priority areas for mutual
benefit.

The Government of Norway, through its
representatives from the Ministry of Trade,
Industry and Fisheries, has reiterated its
commitment to continued collaboration
with the region, through immediate next
steps that will enable Member States to
chart a clear course for achieving tangible
results in the near- and medium-term.

For more than a decade, the CRFM’s chief
policymaking body, the Ministerial Council,
has been working arduously in partnership
with other organs of the CRFM and its
Member States to address the growing
threat of lllegal, Unreported, and
Unregulated  Fishing.  This  Ministerial
Meeting provided a forum for the Member
States to renew their commitment and
collaboration and more specifically, to take
action to strengthen regional and
international cooperation at the political and
technical levels to combat and eradicate IlUU
fishing and transnational organized crime in
the fisheries sector in the region.

Chair of the Council, Honourable Minister
Saboto Caesar, Minister of Agriculture,
Forestry, Fisheries, Rural Transformation,
Industry and Labour, Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, said: “We recognize the value of
the International Declaration on
Transnational Organized Crime in the global
fishing industry that was done in
Copenhagen, Denmark, in October 2018. It
provides a solid framework for countries like
ours in the Caribbean to work together with

Vi

regional and international partners to better
understand the problem, share information,
and build the necessary legal, regulatory,
monitoring, control, surveillance, and
enforcement capacity to defeat and
eradicate transnational organized crime and
IUU fishing."

Twelve (12) CRFM Member States—The
Bahamas, Belize, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica,
Montserrat, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint
Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines,
Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, and The
Turks and Caicos Islands—signed the
Copenhagen Declaration on this occasion.

Following this Ministerial Meeting, the CRFM
Secretariat will collaborate with the UNDP to
convene a regional technical meeting with
fisheries and security officials from Member
States to map out the specific needs and to
agree on at least one high-priority
intervention that will benefit all CRFM
Member States and that could be supported
under the Blue Justice Initiative. This is
pursuant to the CRFM Ministerial Council
Resolution No. MC 15(6) of 2021.

The parties will work together to enhance
collaboration with the Blue Justice Initiative,
to strengthen the response of CRFM
Member States to combat lllegal,
Unreported and Unregulated Fishing and
organized crime in the fishing industry, and
to leverage the opportunity for collaboration

with  other interested States and
organizations through strategic
interventions, using technology and

innovations.



BACKGROUND

The Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism recognizes that lllegal, Unregulated and Unreported
(IUU) fishing is a major threat to fisheries resources in the Caribbean Region, undermining regional
and national efforts to sustainably use, manage and protect fish stocks and marine ecosystems
leading to the loss of both short- and long-term social and economic opportunities, including food
security, livelihoods, exports and the realization of sustainable and inclusive blue economic
growth of the region.

The CRFM emphasizes that there is growing concern over the increasing connection between IlUU
fishing and transnational organized criminal activities, such as drug trafficking, human trafficking,
arms trafficking and trade in contraband goods, which use fishing as a cover; as well as document
fraud and forgery, tax crimes, and money laundering.

It is against this backdrop that the CRFM, therefore, welcomes the opportunity to join forces with
other partners in the fight against IUU fishing, through the signing of The International
Declaration on Transnational Organized Crime in the Global Fishing Industry, first adopted on 15
October 2018 by 9 countries: Faroe Islands, Ghana, Indonesia, Kiribati, Namibia, Norway, Palau,
Solomon Islands, and Sri Lanka.

The Copenhagen Declaration has emerged as an important international framework for
cooperation, capacity building, sharing of knowledge and coordination of action against I[UU and
transnational organized crime in fisheries. The declaration recognizes that "this transnational
activity includes crimes committed through the whole fisheries supply and value chain which
includes illegal fishing, corruption, tax and customs fraud, money laundering, embezzlement,
document fraud and human trafficking."

Furthermore, it provides the political basis and framework for the Blue Justice Initiative, under
which the Norwegian Government in cooperation with other interested countries and UN
organizations (and especially the UNDP) seek to find effective and sustainable solutions against
transnational organized crime to create a sustainable and fair blue economy free from fisheries
crime.

To address transnational organized crime in the global fishing industry will also support the
achievement of SDG14 by building capacity that will assist states to uphold their international
obligations to prevent, deter and eliminate IUU-fishing.

The Ministerial Council of the CRFM has been taking targeted policy action since 2010, when it
adopted the Castries (St. Lucia) Declaration on IUU Fishing. Since then, the CRFM has developed
a Regional Strategy on MCS to Combat IUU Fishing in the CARICOM-CARIFORUM Region. In 2019,
the Ministerial Council endorsed the Regional Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate IUU
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Fishing in WECAFC Member Countries (2019 - 2029). The Council had also approved joint actions
in 2019, to be undertaken in collaboration with the Central America Fisheries and Aquaculture
Organization (OSPESCA), in the wider context of the CRFM's strengthened collaboration with its
Central American counterpart.

In December 2020, the former Chair of the CRFM Ministerial Council, Hon. Ezechiel Joseph, the
then Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries, Physical Planning, Natural Resources and Co-operatives,
Saint Lucia, had articulated the region’s position at a virtual High-Level International Blue Justice
Conference that was convened by the Government of Norway, to promote and advance political
support for the non-binding Copenhagen Declaration on Transnational Organized Crime in the
fishing industry. Hon. Joseph delivered a Statement to the Conference on behalf of CARICOM /|
CRFM Member States, setting out the collective vision and regional action taken and planned, to
combat IUU fishing and organized crime in the fishing industry.

At its Fifteenth Meeting held on 21 May 2021, the Ministerial Council of the CRFM followed-up on
the undertaking given by CARICOM/CRFM Member States at the December 2020 High-level
International Blue Justice Conference and affirmed the need for Member States to cooperate with
other affected countries to improve understanding and knowledge of the problem, identify
countermeasures, and build capacity to prevent, deter and eradicate IUU fishing and transnational
organized crime in the fishing industry, in the region and globally. Following their deliberations on
the issue, the CRFM Ministerial Council issued Resolution No. MC 15(6) of 2021 expressing support
for the Copenhagen Declaration and the Blue Justice Initiative, while encouraging Ministers
Responsible for Fisheries to individually support the Copenhagen Declaration and convey their
interest in cooperating and benefiting from the Blue Justice Initiative to the Blue Justice
Secretariat based at the Norwegian Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries, which was
established to support the Declaration. The CRFM Ministerial Resolution also called for additional
actions, the first of which was the convening of the Ministerial Meeting held on 4 October 2021.
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to fisheries resources
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. Caribbean region.

Available data indicate that
IUU fishing accounts for up
to 30% of the total global
catch, valued at several

billions of US dollars. ’ ,

Hon. Saboto Caesar. Chair.
CRFM Ministerial Council
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TIMELINE OF ACTIONS

Regional Strategy on
MCS to Combat IUU
Fishing in the CARICOM-
CARIFORUM Region

Establishment of
Regional Working
Group on IUU fishing

Copenhagen
Declaration first
adopted by 9 countries

Regional Plan of
Action to Prevent,
Deter and Eliminate
IUU Fishing in WECAFC
Member Countries

(2019 - 2029)

12 CRFM Member States
sign Copenhagen
Declaration and endorse
Blue Justice Initiative

Castries (St. Lucia)
Declaration on IlUU
Fishing

Update of prosecution
& enforcement manuals

Training of Fisheries
enforcement officers
(RSS/CRFM) commences

Training of Fisheries
enforcement officers
(RSS/CRFM) concludes

CRFM participates in
High-Level Blue Justice
Conference



INTRODUCTION

The Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM) convened
a Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Fisheries and Blue
Economic Growth to discuss illegal, unreported, and
unregulated fishing and transnational organized crime in the
Fishing Industry viaZoom on 4 October 2021. The purpose of the
meeting was to take action to strengthen regional and
international cooperation at the political and technical levels to
combat and eradicate IUU fishing and transnational organized
crime in the fisheries sector in the region.

The CRFM Secretariat had invited the Ministers from its
Member States to deliver brief statements on IUU fishing and
organized crime and to express their support for the
International Declaration on Transnational Organized Crime in
the Global Fishing Industry by signing the document.

The Meeting was held during the 16™ observance of the
Caribbean Week of Agriculture, and it was open to attendees of
the regional event via a live stream.

The Ministers, senior officials and other Member States'
representatives were joined by representatives of regional
institutions and international development partners. (The List
of Participants is at Appendix I.)

Hon. Saboto Caesar, the Chair of the CRFM Ministerial Council,
Minister ~ of  Agriculture, Forestry, Fisheries, Rural
Transformation, Industry and Labour, Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, presided over the meeting. Mr. Joseph Cox,
Assistant Secretary-General of the Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) Secretariat, delivered the Welcome Remarks.
Remarks were also delivered by Ms. Trine Danielsen, State
Secretary, Minister of Trade, Industry and Fisheries, Norway.

Following these remarks, Mr. Gunnar A. Stglsvik, Specialist
Director, Fisheries Department, Ministry of Trade, Industry and
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Fisheries, Norway, delivered a presentation on the Copenhagen Declaration and the Blue
Justice Initiative. This was followed by a presentation on the “Blue Resilience Project” by Ms.
Zazie Schafer, Acting Director, UNDP Nordic Representation Office (NRO), and a presentation
on the CRFM Ministerial Resolution, No. MC 15(6) of 2021, by Mr. Milton Haughton, CRFM
Executive Director.

The highlight of the meeting was the official endorsement of the Copenhagen Declaration and
the Blue Justice Initiative by several CRFM Member States, which were invited to make their
interventions and sign the Copenhagen Declaration. (The Agenda appears at Appendix Il and
the Declaration at Appendix III.)

Oral and/or written statements were delivered by representatives of twelve (12) CRFM
Member States: The Bahamas, Belize, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, Montserrat, Saint Kitts and
Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago, Suriname, and the
Turks and Caicos Islands.

Following the delivery of oral statements by Member States, Mr. Milton Haughton detailed
the follow-up actions to be taken by the CRFM to advance the process. The CRFM intends to
continue strengthening its collaboration with its regional and international partners, to turn
the tide of unlawfulness in the fishing industry and the depletion and degradation of ocean
resources. The CRFM also intends to develop and sustainably use the available resources to
maximize opportunities available for social and economic progress of the countries and for
the benefit of the people across the Caribbean Community.

12 CRFM Member States sign Copenhagen Declaration

The Bahamas

Belize

Grenada

Guyana

Jamaica

Montserrat

Saint Kitts and Nevis

Saint Lucia

. Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
10. Trinidad and Tobago

¥ 11. Suriname
12. The Turks and Caicos Islands
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CHAIRMAN'’S OPENING
REMARKS

Hon. Saboto Caesar,

Chairman of the CRFM Ministerial Council
Minister of Agriculture, Forestry, Fisheries, Rural
Transformation, Industry and Labour,
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

— Hon. Ministers and Permanent Secretaries from the
CRFM Member States

— Ms. Joseph Cox, Assistant Secretary-General, CARICOM

— Ms. Trine Danielsen, State Secretary, Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries,
Norway

— Mr. Gunnar Stelsvik, Specialist Director, Fisheries Department, Norway
— Ms. Zazie Schafer, Acting Director, UNDP Nordic Representation Office, Denmark
— Dr. Renata Clarke, FAO Regional Coordinator
— Ms. Birgit Gerstenberg, UN Resident Coordinator, El Salvador and Belize
— Mr. Milton Haughton, CRFM Executive Director
— CEOs of other CARICOM Institutions
— Representatives from UNODC in Austria
— Ambassadors, delegates, specially invited guests, partners and colleagues
Good morning.
On behalf of the CRFM, | would like to welcome you to this High-Level Ministerial Meeting on

lllegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing and Transnational Organized Crime in the
Fishing Industry.
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Please permit me to extend a very special welcome and congratulations to the Honourable
Clay Sweeting from The Bahamas and the Honourable Alfred Prospere from Saint Lucia on
their recent success at the polls. Special welcome also to the Honourable Audley Shaw of
Jamaica who very recently took over, once again, the portfolio of the Ministry of Agriculture
and Fisheries in Jamaica.

Ministers and delegates, this is indeed a very important event being held as part of the
Caribbean Week of Agriculture 2021, which is being celebrated under the general theme:
“Transforming our Food Systems”.

The overall aim of this year’s CWA celebration is to increase economic activity and food
security in the region and to achieve a healthier Caribbean.

Our meeting this morning is focused specifically on the ocean and marine resources and
fishing industries operating in the vast expanse of ocean space that is under our sovereignty
and jurisdiction, and therefore under our responsibility to develop, use, manage and protect
for the benefit of our people and economic development of our countries.

For the Small Island Developing States (SIDS) of the Caribbean with very limited land space
and natural resources, the coastal and marine resources and the fish are very important for
food security and nutrition, livelihoods, income, and foreign exchange.

These are indeed very valuable natural assets that we have to develop, utilize and protect for
future generations.

This meeting provides a distinctive opportunity to increase awareness and understanding of
some of the critical issues and challenges affecting the fisheries sector, and the importance
and benefits of effectively combatting and eradicating IUU fishing and transnational
organized crime in the fishing industry.

lllegal, unreported and unregulated fishing is recognized as a major threat to fisheries
resources globally and in the Caribbean region.

Available data indicate that IUU fishing accounts for up to 30% of the total global catch, valued
at several billions of US dollars.

IUU operators who unlawfully conduct fishing and associated activities along the fish and
seafood supply chain undermine national and regional investments to sustainably develop,
utilize, manage, and protect fish stocks.
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Such unlawful activity will eventually negatively impact local fish catches, the availability of
fish for local consumption, food and nutrition security, livelihoods, exports earnings and
economic growth and resilience of our countries.

In addition to IUU fishing, we now also have to pay careful attention to the problem of
transnational organized criminal networks that are using fishing as a cover for their illegal
activities.

There is a growing body of evidence showing that drug traffickers, human traffickers, small
arms traffickers, and traders in contraband goods, among others, are using fishing as a cover
to conduct their nefarious activities.

This is why at this time, there is so much attention being given at national, regional and global
levels to the subject of IUU [fishing] and organized crime in the fisheries sector.

Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 14 addresses, among other things, the importance of
deterring and eradicating lllegal, Unreported and Unregulated fishing.

A primary aim of the ongoing negotiations on fisheries subsidies at the WTO, is the prohibition
of subsidies to vessels that are engaged in IUU [fishing], recognizing that the provision of such
subsidies is a major driver of IUU fishing.

At the regional level there have been significant efforts made over the past 10 years to address
IUU fishing and organized crime. The subject has been a regular discussion point at meetings
of the CRFM, FAO/WECAFC and UNODC.

It is, however, a very difficult problem. While progress has been made in addressing and
strengthening the foundation and frameworks for tackling the problem, it is clear that much
more needs to be done.

The purpose of this Ministerial Meeting is to take concrete action to strengthen regional and
international cooperation at the political and technical levels to combat and eradicate IUU
fishing and transnational organized crime in the fisheries sector in the region.

We are very grateful for the leadership and support being provided by the Government of
Norway in tackling this problem, including through the Blue Justice Initiative and the Blue

Resilience Project.

We recognize the value of “The international declaration on transnational organized crime in
the global fishing industry”” that was done at Copenhagen, Denmark in October 2018.
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It provides a solid framework for countries like ours in the Caribbean to work together with
regional and international partners to better understand the problem, share information and
build the necessary legal, regulatory, monitoring, control, surveillance, and enforcement
capacity to defeat and eradicate transnational organized crime and IUU fishing.

We have reviewed the Declaration, and the 15" Regular Meeting of the Ministerial Council of
the CRFM endorsed it in May of this year.

We have convened this meeting to provide an opportunity for several CRFM/CARICOM States
to formally express our support by signing the Declaration.

Welcome, and | wish you fruitful deliberations and a successful meeting.

Thank you!

I will now invite Mr. Joseph Cox, Assistant Secretary General of CARICOM, to bring Welcome
Remarks.

10



CARICOM SECRETARIAT
REMARKS

Mr. Joseph Cox,
Assistant Secretary-General,
CARICOM Secretariat

This meeting marks an important milestone in the quest for
deep and meaningful cooperation in the sustainable

development of our fisheries resources and the blue economy. , o o R
‘ Secretariat

The security of the ocean space and its resource is a critical
pillar, and in this regard the issue of IUU fishing globally and within this region is one that has
long been recognized by our leaders, since it has far-reaching effects on ecosystem health and
integrity, human rights, and international relations. [UU fishing is also of major concern for
the region since it undermines efforts to conserve and sustainably manage fisheries, and

furthermore jeopardizes food security, livelihoods and income from fisheries.

Article 60 of the Revised Treaty of Chaguaramas—an article dedicated entirely to fisheries
management—commits Member States of the Caribbean Community to collaborate with
each other in ongoing surveillance of their Exclusive Economic Zones. The Caribbean
Community has, therefore, invested in institutions such as the CRFM and the CARICOM
Implementation Agency for Crime and Security (CARICOM IMPACS) to both provide for
collective management of our living marine resources and to bolster regional capacity in
security matters. In so doing, we have strengthened our ability to combat the scourge of IlUU

fishing and organized crime that is part of that phenomenon.

In 2010, our Heads of Government issued the Castries Declaration on lllegal, Unreported and
Unregulated Fishing, in which they expressed their determination to work together and with
other stakeholders, including regional and other multilateral partners, to identify, prevent,
deter and eliminate, IUU fishing within the Caribbean and globally. Among other things, the

Castries Declaration committed the region to adopt, review and revise relevant legislation and
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regulations regarding compliance with fisheries management measures, and to provide
sanctions of sufficient gravity, to deprive offenders of the benefits that accrue from their
illegal activities, and to deter further IUU fishing.

Honourable Ministers, in May of this year, we adopted a resolution in support of the
Copenhagen Declaration on Transnational Organized Crime in the Global Fishing Industry, and
the Blue Justice Initiative—both of which provide for international cooperation to prevent,

combat and eradicate transnational organized crime in the global fishing industry.

IUU fishing and transnational organized crime in the global fishing industry constitutes a
serious threat to the security and sustainable use of the region’s living marine resources and
marine biodiversity, and it jeopardizes food security and blue economic development of the
countries in the region. We should also ensure that we jealously guard our right to prosecute
transnational illegal fishing, according to our laws and administrative procedures and not to

have these rights abridged in any way.

| raise this issue because in at least one international forum, there have been disconcerting
proposals that, if implemented, could cast a shadow over the legitimacy of our IUU
enforcement actions. At this meeting, Honourable Ministers, your actions will set the stage
for future action across this region, in collaboration with the Blue Justice Initiative launched

by the Norwegian government in 2019 in support of the Copenhagen Declaration.

We, therefore, heartily thank the Government of Norway and the United Nations
Development Programme for their vision and leadership in promoting enhanced international
cooperation to tackle IUU issues. | also wish to warmly thank the Executive Director and staff
of the CRFM Secretariat for coordinating and mobilizing stakeholders in the region for this

important initiative.

We very much welcome new partnerships as a means of exchanging knowledge and
experiences, while helping us to build technical and technological capacity to improve
maritime security. As we seek to rejuvenate our economies, strengthen food systems, and

improve the nutrition of our populations, we must continue to arm ourselves to confront the
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multitude of many constraints facing small economies, including climate change and

sustainable financing for development.

In closing, | wish to pledge the full support of the CARICOM Secretariat for the success of this
important initiative. The region is strongest when it leverages its collective resources and
intellect, as we have done in many multilateral endeavours, and we will continue to play our

part to ensure the success of this and other programmes in the area of fisheries management.

With that, | thank you!
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GOVERNMENT OF
NORWAY’S REMARKS

Ms. Trine Danielsen,

State Secretary,
Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries,

Norway

Your excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Dear all,

A heartfelt greeting to all the Ministers, the CRFM and CARICOM Secretariat, UNDP, UNODC
and the Norwegian Ambassador in Havana which covers this region; and of course, everybody

who is following this online event!

The last two years have been challenging for us all, and in the coming years, we will try to
recover from the COVID-19 pandemic. Actually, last year, the first thing | did before COVID-19
broke out was to go sailing in the Caribbean islands, in your beautiful, blue oceans. | was so

lucky to be able to taste some of your exotic dishes. It was fantastic!

Now, we must make a stronger effort to build a better ocean, to become more resilient, more
just and more sustainable. The fishing industry has an important role for us all. We also know
from research that the global fishing industry is under threat from transnational organized
crime. This relates not only to illegal fishing, economic crime and corruption, but also crimes
against the dignity to which all humans are entitled. Unfortunately, there is evidence of
modern slavery in the global fishing industry, which was also mentioned earlier today. We
cannot accept that people are treated like slaves. We cannot accept that fishing companies
have to compete in a market with corruption and economic crime. We cannot accept that

criminals are fishing illegally, at the expense of livelihoods of coastal populations. This leads
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to even more poverty. Finally, we cannot accept that these criminals will not pay taxes and

duties—income that we need to build better and more resilient countries and communities.

This is precisely why the Blue Justice Initiative was launched —to work towards a more
sustainable and more fair blue economy, free from fisheries crime. This important cooperation
which we are now discussing is crucial if we want and if we are going to achieve the
Sustainable Development Goals. The Blue Justice Initiative is based on the International
Declaration against Transnational Organized Crime in the Global Fishing Industry, which was
adopted in Copenhagen in 2018. Through this initiative, the Norwegian government supports
capacity building that addresses the challenges described in the declaration—key issues like
governance, inter-agency cooperation, fisheries law enforcement, inter-governmental
communication, investigation techniques, and human trafficking in the fishing industry, which
are all addressed through the initiative. We need to recognize all these issues, and we need

more international cooperation—as has been mentioned.

The Blue Justice Initiative is our contribution, and we are humbled by the collective adoption
of the CRFM Resolution of 21 May 2021. That you today are ready to formally support the
Copenhagen Declaration makes this a day to remember! With your adoption of the
declaration, it has approximately the support of twenty-five percent of the states in the world.
If we work together, towards building a blue economy free from fisheries crimes, | am sure
that we will be able to do it for the future generations! We hope to share knowledge and

experience with you all.

Thank you for your attention!
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OUR OCEAN
CONFERENCE

2019

The conversation began in
Oslo, Norway in October 2019.

Above and bottom left, CRFM Executive Director, Mr. Milton Haughton, at Our Ocean Conference 2019
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i
THE COPENHAGEN

DECLARATION AND THE
BLUE JUSTICE INITIATIVE

Mr. Gunnar A. Stelsvik - Specialist Director, Fisheries Department;
Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries, Norway

The Blue Justice Initiative was launched during the “Our Ocean”
Conference held in Oslo, Norway, on 23-24 October 2019. During that
event, the Norwegian Government invited several of the Member
States that were present at the CRFM Ministerial Meeting of 4
October 2021, to a luncheon to discuss fisheries crime and the
declaration. This CRFM Ministerial Meeting was the first major
milestone to have been reached since the “Our Ocean” Conference
of 2019.

BLUE JUSTICE VISION

The Blue Justice Initiative seeks to assist developing countries to operationalize the
Copenhagen Declaration through a series of initiatives which together work to fulfil the

vision of the initiative: Towards a sustainable and fair blue economy free from fisheries crime.

THESE INITIATIVES ARE THE:

Blue Blue
Justice Fairness
Community Project
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The Blue Resilience Project

The Blue Resilience Project is being implemented by the
UNDP. It focuses on addressing governance issues
through knowledge-based learning that supports
interagency cooperation on themes such as fisheries, tax,
labour, and the police in developing countries to address
fisheries crime more effectively.

The Blue Justice Community

The UNDP is the administrator of the Blue Justice
Community — a platform that provides digital tools for
secure intergovernmental cooperation to combat
fisheries crime. The goals of the Community are to build
trust, support effective communication, promote cross-
border and interagency cooperation, and adapt to the
needs of governments in a changing world.

The Blue Enforcement Project

The Blue Enforcement Project is a joint project between
two different programs of UNODC. It is the Container
Control Programme through which training is delivered
to Customs officers, Fisheries authorities, and other
relevant authorities that cooperate in addressing illicit
trade flows of fish across borders. The first phase is being
implemented this year, and the second will be
implemented in 2022. The focus is on the Indian Ocean (Sri
Lanka and the Maldives).

The Blue Fairness Project

The Blue Fairness Project provides an analytical tool,
through cooperation between [LO, UNODC and IOM. The
project aims to develop good baseline studies on modern
slavery in the fishing industry, such as human trafficking,
which remains an important issue in this industry as well
as others around the world.
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The International Blue Justice Tracking Center

The International Blue Justice Tracking Center is
owned by the Norwegian Government but
administered by UNDP through the Blue Resilience
Project. Itis a secure communication platform built
upon the experiences of Norway, using its own
technology. Through the collaborative efforts of
the Norwegian National Coastal Administration
and the Norwegian Fisheries Directorate, analysts
can assist developing countries with analysing the
movement of vessels that could be involved in

fisheries crimes.

Photo: Internatienal Blue
Justice Tracking Ce\@ter\

The operations room of the International Blue Justice
Tracking Center established in the Arctic town of Varde

Benefits of the service:
o Government officials can be registered and cooperate internally and across
borders;
o Information can be shared more securely than via e-mail;
o The platform may provide more stability;

o Capacity building activities are included, such as lectures and learning materials;
Nexus with the Blue Justice Community
The Blue Justice International Tracking Center, established in July 2021, a few months prior to the

CRFM Ministerial Meeting, has been expanded to also serve the Blue Justice Community.

Information may be shared across borders using the digital platform. An example is a map
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The center will provide
tracking services to
developing countries.
Here, the center was able to
develop a map with tracks
showing the paths taken for Septetes
tuna fishing.

The available historical data go back many
years, enabling analysts to create a visualization
of movements over time. The data may allow
analysts to identify ports that may be used for
illegal activities, and this information may
provide the evidence base for future

international cooperation.

generated by the tracking centre
which shows the movement of
tuna vessels throughout 2020.
The analysis products could be
useful for threat analysis and to
study the global movements of
vessels of interest for the region

or for individual Member States.

Another map showing vessel tracks

Historical data go back many
years... enabling analysts to
create visualizations [like these
maps] of vessel movements over

time. , ’

CRFM Member States interested in collaborating and/or obtaining information from the digital

platform are invited to contact the UNDP, which is the administrator.
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One Ocean Expedition
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The One Ocean Expedition is an initiative being implemented under the UNESCO / United Nations

Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development (2021-2030), and the Blue Justice Initiative
is onboard with this initiative. The Norwegian vessel Statsraad Lehmkuhl was making its way
towards the Caribbean, and Blue Justice activities were being planned for Jamaica and possibly

for The Bahamas.

An Invitation for Continued Collaboration

CRFM Member States were invited to continue the engagement and collaboration, and to connect
with counterparts in Norway to further the dialogue and build upon the progress made, for the

benefit of the region and the individual Member States.

(The PowerPoint Presentation appears at Appendix IV.)
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THE “BLUE RESILIENCE
PROJECT”

Ms. Zazie Schafer, Acting Director,
UNDP Nordic Representation Office (NRO)

— Your Excellencies; Ladies and Gentlemen

Dear all:

Thank you very much to the CRFM Ministerial Council and Secretariat for the invitation to
address this important event today on behalf of the United Nations Development
Programme.

As the lead UN development agency, UNDP plays a critical role in supporting countries to
achieve the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals through its presence in over 170

countries and territories globally.

The 17 inter-related SDGs are a universal call to action to end poverty, protect the planet, and
ensure that all people enjoy peace and prosperity.

Central to realizing the SDGs are effective governance structures that are conducive to
sustainable development and that promote resilience and the ability to sustain progress.

This is captured by the SDG 16 goal of: ‘peace, justice and strong institutions’.

The oceans, specifically the marine fisheries sector, are recognized as a vital source of food,
livelihoods and jobs for millions globally.

This is particularly so for Large Ocean Nations and during the challenging times of COVID.
So, it is crucial that the ocean and its resources are used sustainably.

Many of the UN SDGs, in addition to SDG 16, are in support of this objective.

Evidence shows, however, that criminal networks operating in the marine fisheries sector are
increasing their activities.
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Their actions negatively impact on food security, livelihoods, and the rule of law.

And they thus directly threaten the achievement of all of these SDGs.

UNDP recognizes the value of effective governance in responding to these threats.

This is why we launched the Blue Resilience Project under Norway’s Blue Justice Initiative.

The Copenhagen Declaration—support thereof being the reason for this celebratory event—
is the policy backbone of our project.

Blue Resilience supports countries in governance responses to addressing fisheries crime. It
does so by strengthening capacity for effective institutional cooperation.

Towards this, we engage, along with the BJI Secretariat, in focused Country Dialogues to
understand country needs.

We are currently developing a learning journey on institutional cooperation, in conjunction
with national partners, drawing on our empirical research in this area.

This year we will commence piloting elements of the learning journey in close cooperation
with our local UNDP offices.

UNDP also administers the Blue Justice Community, a secure online platform to foster
cooperation between government institutions in addressing fisheries crime.

And finally, we are proud to support the One Ocean Expedition ‘Lehmkuhl’ on its global
circumnavigation under the UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development. It will
call at the ports of many countries supporting the Copenhagen Declaration, including in the
Caribbean and Pacific, and the BJI and UNDP will engage in awareness raising on fisheries
crime along the route.

To close, UNDP is committed to continue to support capacity building efforts to address
fisheries crime towards realizing the UN SDGs, in synergy with the BJI Secretariat and other

partners under the Blue Justice Initiative.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank Norway for its continuing support to UNDP in
the area of addressing fisheries crime and beyond.
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We would also like to extend our congratulations to the Member States of CARICOM signing

on to the Copenhagen Declaration today, and to assure you that we at UNDP are committed
to supporting you in implementing the Declaration.

Finally, we wish you all the best and every success in this important endeavour.

Thank you.
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THE CRFM MINISTERIAL
COUNCIL RESOLUTION,
NO. MC 15(6) OF 2021

REGARDING THE COPENHAGEN DECLARATION ON
TRANSNATIONAL ORGANIZED CRIME IN THE GLOBAL
FISHING INDUSTRY AND THE BLUE JUSTICE INITIATIVE

Mr. Milton Haughton,
Executive Director,
CRFM Secretariat

— Mr. Chairman, Hon Saboto Caesar,

— Hon Ministers & Heads of Delegation

— Our Special Guest - Ms. Trine Danielsen, State Secretary & Deputy Minister, Ministry of
Trade, Industry & Fisheries of Norway and other members of the delegation of Norway

— Distinguished guests

— Ladies and gentlemen

Protocol having been established, it is my pleasure to say a few words about the CRFM

MINISTERIAL COUNCIL RESOLUTION ON IUU FISHING AND ORGANIZED CRIME.

The Fifteenth Meeting of the Ministerial Council of the CRFM, which was held on 21 May 2021,
followed-up on the undertaking given by CARICOM Member States at the December 2020 High-level

International Blue Justice Conference.

After considering the issues, the Council adopted Resolution No. MC 15(6) of 2021, entitled
“RESOLUTION REGARDING THE COPENHAGEN DECLARATION ON TRANSNATIONAL ORGANIZED
CRIME IN THE GLOBAL FISHING INDUSTRY AND THE BLUE JUSTICE INITIATIVE”. (A copy of the

Resolution appears at Appendix V.)
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The Resolution contains 10 preambular clauses setting out in clear terms, the serious nature, scope
and the environmental, ecological, economic and social impacts of IUU fishing and transnational

organized crime being experienced in the region at this time

The preamble starts by RECOGNISING the important role of fisheries in the CARICOM region and the
significant contribution they make to food and nutrition security, employment, and the economic and

social well-being of the people of the region;

It then sets out the serious issues and profound impacts that

IUU fishing and organized crime are having... not only on the
‘ ‘ sustainability of the fisheries resources and marine
This Resolution is
indeed a clear and economic wellbeing, and general security of the people of the
unequivocal expression region.
of the gravity of the
problem IUU fishing and

ecosystems, but also on livelihoods, food security, social and

The preamble continues by citing some of the previous policy

actions taken by CRFM States to counter the problem,

transnational organized

crime, and the
determination of
CARICOM States to
intensify efforts to
eradicate this scourge.

including the establishment of the CRFM in 2002, the adoption
of the Castries Declaration on IUU Fishing in 2010, and the

Caribbean Community Common Fisheries Policy in 2014.

It then recognizes the Copenhagen Declaration and the Blue
Justice Initiative as important non-binding international
frameworks for cooperation among States to prevent and
eradicate transnational organized crime in the global fishing

industry.

The preamble ends by recognizing the urgent need for CRFM Member States to cooperate with other

affected countries to

improve understanding and knowledge of the problem, identify

countermeasures, and build capacity to prevent, deter and eradicate IUU fishing and transnational

organized crime in the fishing industry, in the region and globally.
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The operative clauses of the Resolution welcome and express support for the Copenhagen

Declaration and the Blue Justice Initiative.

It then goes on to encourage and exhort Ministers Responsible for Fisheries and Blue Economic
Growth to individually support the Copenhagen Declaration and convey their interest in cooperating

and benefiting from the Blue Justice Initiative.

The Resolution sets out the next immediate steps agreed upon by the Ministerial Council to

implement and realize the intent of the Copenhagen Declaration including:

Convening a high-level, virtual ministerial meeting of CRFM Member States, at which Ministers
wishing to do so, would deliver brief statements on the subject of IUU fishing and organized

crime in the fisheries sector and sign the Copenhagen Declaration;

Following the signing, the CRFM should seek to convene, in collaboration with UNDP, a regional
technical meeting of fisheries and security officials from CARICOM/CRFM Member States to
map out the specific needs and to agree on at least one high-priority intervention that will
benefit all CRFM Member States and that could be supported under the Blue Justice Initiative

or the Blue Resilience Project; and

collaborate with the Blue Justice Initiative to strengthen the response of CRFM Member States

to combat illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and organized crime in the fishing

industry, and to leverage the opportunity for collaboration with other interested States and

organizations through strategic interventions, using technology and innovations.

The Final clauses of the Resolution recognize the importance of past and ongoing support and
collaboration among and between the CRFM Member States and the Secretariat, as well as regional

institutions, such as CARICOM Implementing Agency for Crime and Security (IMPACS) and the
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Regional Security System (RSS), and UN Agencies, such as UNODC and FAO/WECAFC — to address the

challenges of IUU fishing and organized crime in the region.

In concluding, this Resolution is indeed a clear and unequivocal expression of the gravity of the
problem of IUU fishing and transnational organized crime, and the determination of CARICOM States

to intensify efforts to eradicate this scourge.

It is also an expression of our interest in working collectively with likeminded States to solve the
problem, recognizing the importance of the Copenhagen Declaration and the Blue Justice Initiative

as instruments that can support and help us in our efforts as we move forward.

Thank you very much.
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Above: Authorities in Jamaica confiscate products (shark fins and lobster tails)
taken by IUU vessels in their territorial waters
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CRFM Member States
denounce IUU fishing and
transnational organized
crime in the
fishing industry




THE BAHAMAS

Honourable Clay Sweeting
Minister of Agriculture, Marine Resources
and Family Island Affairs

Pleasant Good morning, Mister Chairman,
Honorable Ministers, Distinguished Guests!

| wish to thank you for affording me this
opportunity to speak to you and my
colleague Ministers of the Council and others
for a few minutes to indicate and highlight
the Bahamas’ position on the question of
lllegal, Unreported and Unregulated fishing,
and transnational organized crime in the
fisheries sector.

| wish to take this opportunity to
emphatically state that the Government of
the Bahamas is opposed to IUU fishing and
organized crime. As you may be aware, the
Commonwealth of the Bahamas has a
shallow water area of 100,000 square
nautical miles, consisting of approximately
3,000 small islands and cays. The islands and
cays are spread over a large area and are
located on 16 plateaus separated from each
other and from Florida, Cuba and Hispaniola
by depths of 200 to 2,000 fathoms. The
Bahamian Fishing Industry is confined to the
shallow plateaus and is notable for its
diversity of species and quality of water
rather than for high production, although
standing stock and potential yield estimates
compare favorably with estimates for
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comparable fishing groups throughout the

Caribbean.

Fishing has always been an
integral part of the Bahamian
way of life. From an economic
and cultural perspective, the
commercial fishing industry
contributes just about 1% to
the GDP and employs
thousands of fishers who took
to the industry as a main
means of livelihood.

The Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) reports that
fisheries production in the
whole Caribbean region has
declined by 40% over the last
two decades, that 55% of
commercially harvested
fisheries stocks are

€(¢

IUU fishing
undermines efforts
to conserve and
manage fish stocks
in all capture
fisheries. When
confronted with
IUU fishing,
national and
regional fisheries
management
organizations can
fail to achieve
management

goals. , ,

overexploited or depleted, and 40% of stocks
are fully exploited. lllegal, Unreported, and

Unregulated
problem.

fishing

compounds

this
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IUU fishing undermines efforts to conserve
and manage fish stocks in all capture
fisheries. When confronted with IUU fishing,
national and regional fisheries management
organizations can faill to achieve
management goals. This situation leads to
the loss of both short and long term social
and economic opportunities and to negative
impacts on food security and environmental
protection. IUU fishing can lead to the
collapse of a fishery or seriously impair
efforts to rebuild stocks that have already
been depleted.

Accession to international instruments
addressing IUU fishing had not been
achieved, due to a lack of political will,
priority capacity and resources to ratify or
accede to and implement them. | am advised
that in CARICOM Countries, IUU fishing is
estimated at between 17% and 20% of annual
catch and the vast majority of the
governments in the region consider IUU
fishing to be a threat to the sustainable
management of fisheries resources.

In The Bahamas today, IUU fishing—
including foreign and domestic poaching—is
widespread and poses a myriad of threats to
the ocean, the fishing industry and
communities throughout the country. In
southeastern Bahamas, we are faced with
poaching mainly from persons from the
Dominican Republic fishing on a commercial
basis, and in the northwestern part of the
country, foreign sport fishers are going over
their bag limits.

In 2014, the Government of the Bahamas
invested in excess of 232 million dollars on
the acquisition and purchase of eight (8)
vessels for The Royal Bahamas Defence
Force (RBDF), to redouble efforts to protect
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its borders and Exclusive Economic Zone.
Four (4) of the vessels are for blue-water and
deep-water patrols, and they can operate
within a range of more than 2,000 nautical
miles at top speed of more than 20 knots.
The remaining four (4) vessels are specifically
designed for operation in the coastal waters
and shallow banks. In addition to the new
RBDF fleet, improvements have been made
in marine access to Matthew Town in Great
Inagua Island and Gun Point at Ragged Island
Point—two of the most southeastern points
in the southeast of The Bahamas and near to
the fishing grounds. Marine access in Bimini
and Grand Bahama in the northwest of The
Bahamas has also been added, to ensure that
the northern borders of The Bahamas are as
protected as the southern borders.

To further shore up our enforcement
presence and to assist the Department of
Marine Resources in combating IUU fishing,
we have acquired and purchased 5 inshore
marine patrol crafts at a cost of just over
$800,000 over the last 4 years.

In 2016, The Bahamas adopted the FAO's
Port State Measures Agreement (PSMA). As
we are all aware, the main function of the
agreement is to prevent IUU fishing through
the adoption and implementation of
effective Port State Measures as a means of
ensuring the long-term conservation and the
sustainable use of living marine resources.
The agreement entered into force on 5 June
2016 and is an important tool for achieving
Sustainable Development Goal 14, which is to
conserve and sustainably use the ocean, seas
and marine resources for sustainable
development, in accordance with the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development.
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At the request of my ministry in 2018, the
FAO—together with the National Ocean and
Atmospheric Administration of the USA
(NOAA)—provided technical assistance to
conduct a needs assessment of The
Bahamas’ capacity to implement the PSMA,
complementary international instruments
and regional mechanisms to combat [UU
fishing and to accordingly formulate a
national strategy and roadmap to gradually
fulfill these respective requirements. The
work is currently ongoing.

Under a new initiative, entitled the Marine
Action Partnership (MAP) for sustainable
fisheries, there is a multi-year partnership
that coordinates and enhances the efforts of
conservation organizations and government
agencies to improve marine resource
management through effective
collaboration with fisheries communities and
other stakeholders. The MAP aims to expand
the capacity of government agencies and
marine protected areas managers to enforce
fisheries laws and regulations, and to
strengthen the capacity of fishers and the
broader industry to adhere to them, with the
goal of markedly increasing overall
compliance by 2025.

The main outcomes of the MAP are: (i) to
sustain livelihoods for Bahamian fishers and
their families, (i) reduce foreign and
domestic poaching, (iii) increase consumer
awareness of fisheries laws, regulations and
compliance, (iv) establish collaboration
pathways between law enforcement
agencies and fisheries stakeholders and (5)
conserve biodiversity of species.

In addition to the MAP, my Department of
Marine Resources is presently engaged in a
Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) pilot
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project. The goal of the VMS project is to
develop a white paper that will inform the
Bahamas Government of potential vessel
monitoring systems that can be used by
Bahamian vessels to combat and help fight
against illegal fishing, improve enforcement
and monitoring of at-sea activities, and
enhance search and rescue measures.

The benefits of the VMS are: (i) combat illegal
fishing, as the VMS is able to track licensed
fishing vessels, identify those vessel not
registered, and enhance compliance; (ii)
improve monitoring and management of at-
sea activities, as the information will help
with assessing vessel movements, general
identification of where fishing activities are
taking place, and the identification of key
areas that require increased monitoring and
management; and (iii) enhance search and
rescue measures, improve emergency
response time and accuracy in identifying
where distressed vessels are located. The
pilot project is in two stages: The first
involves testing several VMS options to
determine which would be best suited for
stage 2, which will be the pilot study. A VMS
has been selected, and it is being installed on
12 small and 12 large fishing vessels
throughout The Bahamas. The second stage
of the pilot project is to begin in earnest this
week.

In December 2020, the new Fisheries Act of
2020, was passed into law replacing the old
act of 1977. The new act is futuristic in
addressing matters related to the
sustainable use, sustainable development
and management of fisheries resources and
the marine environment. The new act will
ensure that The Bahamas fulfills its
obligations to the global and regional
community being a signatory to a number of
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international conventions. | take this
opportunity to also note that currently the
Department of Marine Resources along with
other enforcement agencies and
stakeholders are drafting new subsidiary
legislation—the Fisheries Resources
(Jurisdiction and Conservation)
Regulations—to fill the many gaps that had
been observed in overall fisheries
management. It is intended that this new
subsidiary legislation will come into force by
the beginning of 2022.

In closing, | wish to touch briefly on
organized crime by way of or on the seas. The
Bahamas is not a significant drug producing
country but remains a transit point for illegal
drugs bound for the United States and other
international markets, as well as [a conduit
for]illegal immigration.

The Bahamas' close proximity to the coast of
Florida, USA, as well as its location on the
Caribbean transshipment routes make it a
natural conduit for drug smuggling and
illegal migration, mainly by Haitian nationals
bound for Florida, USA. The Bahamas' many
islands and cays—the vast majority of which
are uninhabited—provide near ideal
conditions for smuggling. Smugglers readily
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blend in among numerous pleasure crafts
traveling along The Bahamas archipelago,
which cover nearly 100,000 square nautical
miles. | am happy to report that little to none
of these activities have been associated with

the fishing industry in The Bahamas.
Furthermore,  the US  signed a
comprehensive  agreement with The

Bahamas in 2004 that continues to enable
cooperation in counter narcotics and
migrant interdiction operations in and
around Bahamas’ territorial waters, including
through the use of the Royal Bahamas
Defence Force ship riders aboard US Coast
Guard vessels.

Finally, Mr. Chairman, | wish to thank you
once again for affording me the opportunity
to speak to this pressing issue on IUU fishing
and transnational organized crime in the
fishing industry. | wish to inform of my
government’s continued support for the
work of the Council, and we will continue to
build on the relationship already established
by my predecessors. | pledge The Bahamas'
support for the Copenhagen Declaration on
transnational organized crime and the Blue
Justice Initiative, and | look forward to a
productive and constructive meeting today.
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Minister of The Blue Economy and Civil Aviation

BELIZE

Honourable Andre Perez

Protocol having been established,
Ladies and gentlemen, a pleasant good morning.

Greetings from the people and Government of Belize!

As the Minister for Blue Economy and Civil

Aviation, | am pleased to be a part of this very

important meeting which focuses on [UU

fishing and organized crime in the fishing
industry.

€(¢

My Government

is committed to
the fight against
IUU fishing and
recognizes that
we must continue
to actively identify
and implement
tangible and
effective actions
collectively from a
regional and
international level
to curb these illicit

activities. , ,

Central to the sustainable
management of our fisheries
resources is the combatting of

IUU  fishing. 1UU fishing
undermines the
advancements we have

achieved in strengthening
fisheries management, as well
as negatively affects our
economic development and
the social well-being of our
people, particularly coastal
communities.

| am heartened that today’s
meeting is focused on
CARICOM efforts in
combatting IUU fishing and

the “International
Declaration against
Transnational Organized

Crime in the Global Fishing
Industry” (Copenhagen
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Declaration)”. My Government is committed
to the fight against IUU fishing and
recognizes that we must continue to actively
identify and implement tangible and
effective actions collectively, from a regional
and international level, to curb these illicit
activities.  The Copenhagen Declaration
complements the 2010 Castries (St. Lucia)
Declaration on IUU Fishing which provides
the CRFM Member States with aroadmap for
a harmonized, multipronged approach to
combat IUU fishing.

In the Caribbean Region, the fishing industry
produces 161,000 metric tons and employs
approximately 182,000 persons with direct
export earnings amounting to US$270 - 300
million. In Belize, our small-scale fishing
industry is valued at 25 million US dollars,
with 3, 500 fishers and approximately 4% of
its population being direct beneficiaries of
this sector.

Belize has become a leader in the sustainable
use, science-based management, and
conservation of our commercially important
and highly valuable fish stocks (such as the
spiny lobster and queen conch), coral reefs,
and marine ecosystems. In fact, Belize has
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already designated 23.5% of our territorial
waters as marine protected area and in 2020,
adopted a modernized and robust Fisheries
Resources Act to create the requisite
legislative  framework for sustainable
fisheries. IUU fishing, however, continues to
present the threat of undermining our
success and efforts to ensure viable and
productive resources for the benefit of our
people.

The COVID-19 pandemic’s devastating
impacts on our economies and the increasing
threat to our resources by climate change
and climate variability make the fight against

(WECAFC) - FAO Regional Plan of Action to
Prevent, Deter and Eliminate lllegal,
Unreported and Unregulated (1UU) Fishing in
WECAFC Member Countries (2019-2029); and
as mentioned earlier the 2010 Castries (St.
Lucia) Declaration on IUU Fishing for CRFM
Member States.

Ladies and Gentlemen, Belize’s ocean
space—and particularly the Belize Barrier
Reef and  associated  ecosystems—
contributes significantly to food security,
livelihoods, and social and economic

My Ministry is currently in the process
of formulating our five-year strategy
and plan for Belize’s Blue Economy,
and effective strategies to combat
lUU fishing and organized crime
associated with the fishing industry.

IUU fishing even more urgent and critical.
Belize has seen the redirection of the
workforce who have been displaced from
other economic sectors such as tourism, to
fisheries. We have also seen the desperation
caused by the pandemic resulting in more
occurrence of transboundary illegal activities
supported by locals. My Ministry, along with

its partners, has had to become innovative
and employed technology in the monitoring
and control of our local fleet. In fact, Belize
is one of the few countries in the region that
is piloting the use of Mobile Transceiver Units
on our small-scale fishing fleet as a tool to
combat IUU fishing. We are hopeful that our
local efforts can provide effective examples
and tools for our neighboring countries to
improve the monitoring, control and
surveillance of fishing operations.

At the political level, Belize has adopted
important regional instruments to fight IlUU
fishing, including the OSPESCA Regional
Strategy to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate
lllegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU)
Fishing in Territorial Waters and Fishing
Communities of Central America (2018); the
Western Central Atlantic Fishery Commission
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development. As the Minister of the newly
established and innovative Ministry of the
Blue Economy and Civil Aviation, | have been
tasked with leading the efforts to increase
Belize’s GDP through a thriving Blue
Economy Development pathway. The
success of this Development pathway can
only be accomplished through harmonized
and socially just innovations ... supported by
arobust, science-based management regime
of our aquatic resources and space to
improve the livelihood of all Belizeans. My
Ministry is currently in the process of
formulating our five-year strategy and plan
for Belize’s Blue Economy, and effective
strategies to combat IUU fishing and
organized crime associated with the fishing
industry.
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Belize supported the Resolution of the
Ministerial Council of the Caribbean Regional
Fisheries Mechanism, to support the
Copenhagen Declaration on Transnational
Organized Crime in the Global Fishing
Industry and the Blue Justice Initiative. My
government affirms its commitment and
collaboration with the Blue Justice Initiative
to strengthen the response of CRFM
Member States to combat IUU fishing and
organized crime in the fishing industry.

Finally, | would like to take this opportunity
to express our appreciation to the
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Norwegian Government, other cooperating
countries, and UN organizations for their
kind assistance in our quest for solutions
against IUU fishing and transnational
organized crime in the fishing industry. We
look forward to working closely with our
neighbors and other SIDS member states to
identify ~ opportunities and  strategic
interventions through the Blue Justice
Initiative, to help us to reduce and eliminate
IUU fishing in our waters.

Thank you.
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Permanent Secretary, responsible for Fisheries and
Cooperatives, Ministry of Sports, Culture and the Arts,

Perspective on IUU Fishing and Organized Crime

Grenada

GRENADA

Mr. Michael Stephens

Fisheries and Cooperatives

is categorically against illegal,

€¢

unreported and unregulated fishing and all
criminal activity associated with fishing. It is
based on the above that
Grenada unequivocally

In an effort to
address the
growing concerns
of IUU Fishing
within Grenada’s
territorial waters,
actions have been
taken to enhance
monitoring,
control and
surveillance
(MCS) activities in
collaboration with
the Grenada Coast

Guard. , ,

supports the declaration on
transnational organized crime
in the global fishing industry.

Within the past few years,
there has been an increase in
reported sightings of foreign
fishing vessels engaged in
illegal, unreported and
unregulated (IUU) fishing
practices within Grenadian
waters by the local fishing
fleet.  Consequently, IUU
fishing continues to be an area
of concern for the
Government of Grenada
especially as it relates to these
activities within  Grenada’s
jurisdictional ~ waters. 1UU

Hon. Yolanda Bain-Horsford, Minister of Sports, Culture
and the Arts, Fisheries and Cooperatives (right), and Mr.
Michael Stephens, Permanent Secretary (official Ministry Photo)

fishing has the potential to significantly
impact on the marine environment, fisheries
and fisher livelihoods.

In an effort to address the growing concerns
of IUU fishing within Grenada’s territorial
waters, actions have been taken to enhance
monitoring, control and surveillance (MCS)
activities in collaboration with the Grenada
Coast Guard. Actions under this enhanced
MCS initiative include increased patrols as
well as enhanced ship-to-ship and ship-to-
shore communication via a new VHF repeater
system. Additionally, there have been
protocols established for the reporting,
documentation, investigation and response
to IUU fishing so as to combat the threats
posed by this practice within Grenadian
territorial waters.

Grenada will continue to support all
strategies geared at preventing IUU fishing
and organized crime.
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Confirmation of support of this declaration

Country: Grenada

Name of Minister/representative: Hon. Yolande Bain-Horsford
Minister for Sports, Culture and the Arts Fisheries and Cooperatives

Signature

Date 4" October 2021

Additional information:

Name of contact person: Mr Michael Stephen
Phone and email address:4735345356

E-mail: ps@mcofc.gov.gd
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GUYANA

Ms. Delma Nedd
Permanent Secretary
Ministry of Agriculture

Greetings from Guyana.

My name is Delma Nedd, Permanent Secretary,
Ministry of Agriculture.

My sincere apologies on behalf of the Hon. Minister Zulfikar
Mustapha, Minister of Agriculture, Guyana, who cannot be here

this morning, due to his prior engagement. | now read his statement:

€¢

Despite the emerging
challenge we
collectively face as a
consequence of
climate change and
the COVID-19
pandemic, thereis
still need for the
CRFM Member
States to cooperate
with other affected
countries to build
capacity in order to
prevent, deter and

eradicate IlUU fishing.’ ’

Regional Level

As a region, the Caribbean
is heavily dependent on
the vast marine resources,
of which fisheries is a
fundamental  economic
and social contributor to
the national development
of most states. Fishing as a
practice is enshrined in the
Caribbean culture, having
direct linkages to our
forefathers and their early

entrepreneurial exploits.
The Sustainable
Development Goals
(SDGs), SDG 14.4 in
particular, outlines the
need to effectively

regulate fish harvesting,
end overfishing, eradicate
illegal, unreported and
unregulated fishing, and
forms the basis from
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which many legislative policies and fisheries-
specific programmes have been developed.

National Level

To this end, Guyana has taken the position, to
develop and adopt several stringent
monitoring, control, and surveillance (MCS)
measures, rooted in science and technology.
Moreover, as a leading regional producer of
fish and fish products, it is important that we
demonstrate  our  stewardship  and
commitment to the principles of sustainable
development, transparency, and compliance
with international arrangements, aimed at
preserving this most important protein
source, which is critical for food security.
Guyana is therefore committed to improving

transboundary fisheries relations and
management with neighboring states,
evidenced through our most recent

engagement with Suriname, to legitimize
fishing practices which occur near the
established maritime boundary. This is one in
a series of actions to be taken by the
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Government of Guyana, as it addresses IUU
fishing, which is estimated to account for one
in every three fish caught in the coastal
waters of a developing country.

Closing:

In closing, it is important for Guyana to
express our determination and solidarity in
working together to prevent and eradicate
IUU fishing and organized crime in the fishing

industry in the region and support the
International Declaration against
Transnational Organized Crime in the Global
Fishing Industry. Despite the emerging
challenges we collectively face as a
consequence of climate change and the
COVID-19 pandemic, there is still need for the
CRFM Member States to cooperate with
other affected countries to build capacity, in
order to prevent, deter and eradicate IUU
fishing.

Confirmation of support of this declaration

Country: 6- U ‘/Q A

Name of Minister/representative:

Additional information:

Name of contact person: €z, L (/r)ogéfiﬁ

Phone and email address: flg/um/x/m] anagqml(. <o S.C"”)“{’q‘/‘? R| ‘
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JAMAICA

Honourable Audley Shaw, CD, MP

Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries

Salutations:

— Hon. Saboto Caesar, Chairman of the Caribbean Regional
Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM) Ministerial Council;

— Mr. Joseph Cox, Assistant Secretary-General for Trade and
Integration at the Caribbean Community

Economic
(CARICOM) Secretariat;

Photo: OPM
BEIEe]

— Ms. Trine Danielsen, State Secretary in the Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries in
Norway and other members of her delegation;

— Fellow ministers

Ladies and gentlemen; good morning.
Mr. Chairman,

Firstly, let me begin by saying that the
Government of Jamaica thanks and
commends the CRFM for its contribution to
building the capacity of both the staff of the
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries and
our stakeholders such as fishers and non-
governmental  organizations  (NGOs)
supporting fisher organizations.

This support has mainly been through
training at institutions such as the
International Oceans Institute based in
Canada; the United Nations University -
Fisheries Training Programme based in
Iceland; and the Gulf and Caribbean
Fisheries Professional Development
Program based at the University of Florida.
There have also been other support
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activities  through the
StewardFish project and
activities supported by the
Government of Japan.

Mr. Chairman, the fisheries

sector in Jamaica
represents a key
renewable natural

resource and provides a
source of livelihood for
thousands of Jamaicans, as
well as a source of export
earnings for our country.

€¢

The scourge of
poaching, especially
by foreign fishers
from regional
countries, has cost
Jamaica billions of
dollars in lost
earnings and has
prevented thousands
of Jamaicans from
accessing gainful

employment. , ,
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lllegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU)
fishing, therefore, has the potential of
resulting in overexploitation and eventual
collapse of important fisheries, thereby
exacerbating poverty and threatening the
livelihood of some of the most vulnerable
citizens of our country.

Mr. Chairman: The scourge of poaching,
especially by foreign fishers from regional
countries, has cost Jamaica billions of
dollars in lost earnings and has prevented
thousands of Jamaicans from accessing
gainful employment.

IMPACT ON QUEEN CONCH FISHING

As it relates to queen conch fishing, it is
estimated that over the last 20 years (since
the year 2000), Jamaica has lost at least
US$284 million due to foreign IUU fishing.

This figure, Mr. Chairman, isa conservative
estimate of illegal foreign motor fishing
vessels caught in Jamaican waters and an
extrapolation of the estimated average
rate of poaching.

IUU fishing by foreign poachers has also
been identified as the major cause of
the decline of our queen conch
population on the Pedro Bank, leading to
the closure of the fishery for 2 years, from
February 1, 2019, to March 31, 2021.

The closure of the queen conch fishery
possibly resulted in annual losses of
approximately US$6 million in direct export
earnings and loss of jobs for some 5,500
Jamaicans. The multiplier effect resulting
from the loss of jobs and export earnings
may be as much as US$20 million during the
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As it relates to queen conch fishing, it
is estimated that over the last 20
years (since the year 2000), Jamaica
has lost at least US$284 million due to

foreign IUU fishing.

2-year period.

In addition, [there has been] loss of the
annual levy of approximately J$64 million
thatis collected pursuant to the Conch Levy
Act. This loss has negatively impacted
ongoing projects being funded by the
conch levy, valued in excess of J$100
million.

Mr. Chairman, there are also signs of
serious problems with our reef and reef-
associated finfish, spiny lobster and sea
cucumber resources.

B Our spiny lobsters are heavily targeted
by foreign poachers. Spiny lobsters
constitute another important export
resource for Jamaica, earning some
US$6 million annually and directly
employing about 4,000 Jamaicans.

B Another critical dimension of the
problem is the harvesting of juvenile
and pregnant fish. Such practices
significantly reduce the population’s
ability to replenish itself. Estimates
based on an analysis of the catch of
spiny lobsters from illegal foreign
fishing vessels apprehended indicate
that berried spiny lobsters constitute an
average of 10% of their catch. If these
eggs were allowed to hatch, spiny
lobster valued approximately US$2.5
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billion within 3 to 4 years of birth would In that regard, we welcome the
be available to the Jamaican spiny Copenhagen Declaration as well as the Blue
lobster fishery. Justice Initiative that was launched by the
Norwegian government in 2019, which
provide a non-binding international
framework for cooperation among states
to prevent, combat and eradicate
transnational organized crime in the global
fishing industry.

We have also found that species such as sea
cucumbers that were considered unutilized
or underutilized have been impacted by
illegal fishing for some time.

It is, however, prudent that in addressing
IUU fishing each country starts with
developing and implementing sound
governance and fisheries management
practices  inclusive  of  appropriate
monitoring, control and surveillance (MCS)
arrangements.

We welcome the Copenhagen
Declaration as well as the Blue Justice
Initiative that was launched by the
Norwegian government in 2019,
which provide a non-binding
international framework for
cooperation among states to prevent,
combat and eradicate transnational
organized crime in the global fishing

Jamaica is committed to ensuring that its
laws, rules and regulations applicable to
fisheries are adhered to through
enforcement of our Fisheries Act and
Regulations, to include control of access to

industry.

LINK TO ORGANISED CRIME

Mr. Chairman, while it has been widely
documented and accepted that IUU fishing
negatively impacts fish stocks and
ecosystems, there is a growing concern
regarding its broad socio-environmental
and transnational criminal dimensions.

These transcend not only direct fishing but
fishing- related practices in whichillegal and
illicit activities, such as human and drug
trafficking, money laundering, tax evasion,
among others, are surreptitiously carried
out under the guise of legitimate fishing
operations.
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the 200 nautical miles of the Exclusive
Economic Zone of Jamaica.

Information sharing and data sharing with
regional neighbors is, however, essential
for an effective vessel monitoring system
programme.

Mr. Chairman, there is no simple, single or
short-term solution to IUU fishing as it is
not just an issue for thefsheries sector.
Successful responses will therefore require:
e Holistic and integrated policies
linked to the drivers for IUU fishing;

e Independent action by states;

e Bilateral action, particularly by
adjacent states, and multilateral
action; and

e Greater commitment to and

implementation of internationally
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recognized benchmarks for
fisheries management and MCS
arrangements.

At the regional level, we will employ a
comprehensive strategy of advocacy and
diplomacy through the Caribbean Regional
Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM) and the FAO
West Central Atlantic Fisheries Commission
(WECAFC) to strengthen  regional
cooperation to prevent, deter and
eliminate IUU fishing as well as existing
mechanisms to curtail the trade of illegally
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caught fish and fish products.

The ultimate objective of the advocacy and
diplomacy will be to achieve meaningful
collaboration and cooperation amongst

fish-producing countries; between
producing  countries and importing
countries; and between fish-producing

countries and the flag state of foreign
poachers.

Thank you.
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MONTSERRAT

Hon. Crenston Buffonge

Minister of Agriculture, Lands,
Housing and the Environment

Chair, please permit me to adopt the protocols already

established to address this timely deliberation.

The Government of Montserrat is excited to endorse the efforts
by the Government of Norway, CARICOM through the CRFM, and
other development partners to address this critical issue.

We consider illegal, unreported, and
unregulated (1UU) fishing as a major threat
to our fisheries and ocean resources. IUU
fishing leads to the loss of both social and
economic opportunities, [and has] negative
effects on food security and environmental
protection. This also prevents governments
from achieving their nationally and regionally
agreed-upon fisheries and ocean
management goals and objectives.

There are concerns about the links between
IUU fishing and other forms of maritime
crime, as well as organized criminal activities
associated with fishing, which use fishing as
a cover, including drug and human trafficking
and trading in contraband goods.

There are several IUU fishing activities in our
sub-region; IUU fishing and connected
maritime criminal activities must be dealt
with because they can contribute to the
permanent collapse of our fisheries.

It is a well-established principle in the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
that suggests co-operation between States
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on issues pertaining to
the conservation and
management of our
fisheries resources.
Furthermore, as an
Overseas Territory of
the United Kingdom,
the Government of
Montserrat  supports
all efforts to combat
VU fishing.

For these reasons, the
fight against IUU
fishing and associated
maritime criminal
activities must be seen
as a high priority;
especially given the
impacts on the
sustainable  develop-
ment of our country.

€¢

As a Small Island
Developing State with
many resource
limitations, the
Government of
Montserrat looks
forward to any and all
available support to
help resolve the
challenges we face in
dealing with criminal
elements that target
developing states
because of their lack of
resources to combat
IUU fishing and related
maritime crime. , ,

The devastation caused by the COVID-19
pandemic and the negative impacts of severe

weather systems

arising  from

climate
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change, have reiterated the urgency of
safeguarding our limited marine resources to
contribute to food security, protect the
livelihoods of legitimate fishers, and protect
future social and economic benefits.

We recognize that IUU fishing and related
maritime crime often involve transnational
organized criminal elements, needing inter-
governmental  cooperation for their
prevention, deterrence, and elimination. In
this regard, we recognize and acknowledge
the value of the Copenhagen Declaration on
Transnational Organized Crime in the Global
Fishing Industry.
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As a Small Island Developing State with many
resource limitations, the Government of
Montserrat looks forward to any and all
available support to help resolve the
challenges we face in dealing with criminal
elements that target developing states
because of their lack of resources to combat
IUU fishing and related maritime crimes.

Once again, we do appreciate the support of
the Norwegian Government, CARICOM
though our Honorable Ministers, and
development partners in charting the way
forward to ensure that our ocean resources
remain sustainable for future generations.
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SAINT KITTS AND NEVIS

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Marine Resources

The Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis’ ongoing efforts to combat
illegal, unreported, and unregulated fishing activities has been at
the forefront of our national plan where our commitment to
eradicate IUU fishing was reflected by the adoption of a National

Mr. Ron Dublin-Collins
Permanent Secretary

Plan of Action-1UU in 2015.

Efforts were also highlighted in 2016 with the
passing of our Fisheries, Aquaculture, and
Marine Resources Act, where we addressed
the requirements for both our national and

high seas fishing vessels.

€¢

[A]lthough we
as sovereign
nations may

have differing
national
interests, we
can agree that
the impacts of
IUU fishing
activities can be
felt in the social,
economic and
ecological
spheres of any
country.

We believe that at the heart of
combating IUU fishing s
developing and implementing
effective monitoring, control,
and surveillance  measures;
hence, our commitment to
working together against crimes
committed transnationally. It is
through  such  cooperation
where we can safeguard against
our vessels engaging in any
activity that undermines the
effectiveness of local and
international conservation and
management measures.
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Photo: St. Kitts and Nevi
Information Service

We cannot allow these illegal actions of
fishers to undermine the resources upon
which our countries are so dependent. A
multi-pronged approach is therefore needed
at the international, regional, and national
levels which ensures the safe operations of
fishing vessels and fishers, thereby creating
good fishing environments.

This International Declaration on
Transnational Organized Crime in the Global
Fishing Industry is welcomed, as it
encourages us to take a more proactive
approach to combat and deter IUU fishing;
and although we as sovereign nations may
have differing national interests, we can
agree that the impacts of IUU fishing
activities can be felt in the social, economic
and ecological spheres of any country. St.
Kitts and Nevis, therefore, express our
solidarity in working together to prevent,
deter and eradicate IUU fishing and
organized crime in the fishing industry.
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Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries, Food Security and Rural

The Government of Saint Lucia stands in solidarity with
Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM) members
and other countries on a zero tolerance position with respect
to illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing and
transnational organized crime. lllegality and criminality in any
context, form or geographical location is simply wrong and
unacceptable.

A

SAINT LUCIA

Honourable Alfred Prospere

Development

IUU fishing itself has detrimental effects on the livelihoods of legitimate fishers, ecosystems,
and fish stocks [and] threatens our food security. Beyond this, IUU fishing also has ties to
organised criminal activities, such as human trafficking, drugs and weapons smuggling—
which threathen legitimate fishers’ livelihoods and our national and regional security.

The vast

expanse of
ocean
surrounding
Small Island
Developing
States and a
lack of naval
capacity for
enforcement
make it difficult
to monitor IUU

ﬁshing.’ ,

The increasing presence of maritime crime is of grave concern and even more so
as those elements have become better organized. The vast expanse of ocean
surrounding Small Island Developing States and a lack of naval capacity for
enforcement make it difficult to monitor IUU fishing. Saint Lucia, therefore,
supports all reasonable, legal and practical efforts to reduce and minimize the
incidence of IUU fishing and associated crimes.

Further to our endorsement at the International Blue Justice Conference, we
pledge our commitment and continued support to this cause by expressing our
intention to become signatory to the Copenhagen Declaration on Transnational
Crime in the Global Fishing Industry.

It is my hope that our collaborative efforts and harmonising of our political
committment against IUU fishing and transnational crime will begin to pave the
way forward for tangible actions that will combat IUU fishing and transnational

organised crime.

| thank you.
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SAINT VINCENT AND THE
GRENADINES

On behalf of the Government and people of Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, | would like to thank the Government and people of
Norway for their contribution in making this Declaration and

Hon. Saboto S. Caesar

Minister of Agriculture, Rural Transformation,

Forestry and Fisheries

journey a reality.

€¢

We see this as
the formal part
of avery
important
journey, and we
will be working
together with
other
international

organizations. , ,

The

International

We are entering into a very
important global conversation,
and in Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, we understand and
appreciate the need to redouble
our efforts as a nation, working
within the context of the OECS
and CARICOM, to ensure that we
rid our region of the resultant
vagaries of illegal, unreported
and unregulated fishing.

Declaration on

Transnational Organized Crime in the Global
Fishing Industry definitely is an issue of
foremost importance, and again, the
Government and people of Saint Vincent and
the Grenadines stand firm and in a very
resolute manner to ensure that all the

Photo: CARICOM
Secretariat

international protocols and the requisite
systems are in place to ensure that we fulfill
our duties as a sovereign country.

That being said, Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines has signed the declaration and
my signature is hereby affixed to the
document. We see this as the formal part of
a very important journey, and we will be
working together with other international
organizations. We have done excellent work
with the Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations, and the CRFM wiill
continue to do excellent work.

We have a region to transform and a world
to change! Let us do it together!

Again, all the best to the partnership!
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SURINAME

Mrs. Parveen S. Amritpersad

Director of Fisheries

Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Husbandry and Fisheries

Honorable Mr. Chairman, distinguished colleagues, including our
colleagues from Norway and other representatives:

| am honored to deliver to you this short statement on behalf of

the Government of Suriname:

Photo: Ministry of Agriculture, Animal
Husbandry and Fisheries, Suriname

As part of the Caribbean region our country has suffered in the past and is still suffering from the
adverse effects of IUU fishing and the various types of transnational and organized crime that

accompany it.

We are glad that earlier this year, we were
able to validate and commit to our new
Fisheries Management Plan 2021-2025
together with the stakeholders. Among
others, our Fisheries Management Plan is

€(

Our countries
need close
collaboration,
capacity
building and
technical
assistance if we
are to succeed
in the fight
against lUU
fishing and
transnational
organized
crime.

based on the principle of best
available knowledge. However,
we are forced to apply a
precautionary approach due to
our lack of certainty about the
actual fishing pressure in many of
the fisheries segments.

Based on reports by fishermen
and observations of our fisheries
inspectors, we have made a
rough estimate of 40% extra
fishing pressure due to IUU
fishing. Again we are not sure
about the size of IUU fishing, but

it is clear that IUU fishing
contributes strongly to the
uncertainty and thereby

jeopardizes our collective efforts
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towards sustainable manage-ment of our
fisheries sector and the benefits from this
very important sector for our people—not to
mention the loss of property and even lives
at the hand of the perpetrators who often
operate across borders.

On a national level, steps have been taken,
with the help of FAO and together with all
the relevant authorities, to develop a
roadmap towards the implementation of the
PSMA and other measures in our effort to
minimize IUU fishing and related activities. At
this point, we can say that we are making
some progress, although this is not an easy
undertaking, as it involves close
collaboration and capacity building of
different agencies and stakeholders.

My colleagues, we are aware that this is even
more the case in the regional and
international context. Our countries need
close collaboration, capacity building and
technical assistance if we are to succeed in
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the fight against IUU fishing and
transnational organized crime. Therefore,
we are pleased to give our support to the
Copenhagen Declaration on Transnational
Organized Crime in the Global Fishing
Industry, the Blue Justice Initiative and the
Blue Economy objective.

Furthermore, | would like to take this
opportunity to call upon other countries
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which have not yet done so to give their
support as well. Thank you very much.

The Minister of Agriculture, Animal
Husbandry and Fisheries.

Ing. Parmanand Sewdien
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Itis a widely
known fact that
organised crime
denies States of

valuable revenue,
while at the same
time it also
undermines the

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

Ms. Susan Shurland

Permanent Secretary (ag.)

Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries

Good day Chairman, Your Excellencies, Ministers, Permanent
Secretaries, all Members, Norway representatives, guests, ladies
and gentlemen! On behalf of the Honourable Minister of
Agriculture, Land and Fisheries, Trinidad and Tobago, Senator
Clarence Rambharat, it is indeed an honour to address this

esteemed forum on this significant occasion.

Trinidad and Tobago, by virtue of its
geographic location and comparatively easy
access to South American, US and European
markets, has long been identified as a
strategic Caribbean hub for illicit trade in
goods and commodities. Very preliminary
data collected by the Fisheries Division of
Trinidad and Tobago suggest that foreign
fish passing through the ports
of Trinidad and Tobago are
known to far exceed the
185,000 tonnes collected for
tuna and tuna-like species
alone in 2020. This translates to
significant ~ movement  of
financial resources lending
itself to the use of the fishing
sector as a cover for otherllicit
activities.

rule of law and

threatens the
moral fabric of

In this regard, Trinidad and
Tobago is currently seeking to

Photo: The Trinidad and Tobago National
Commission for UNESCO

new Fisheries Management Bill was laid in
Parliament in October 2020 and over a year
earlier, Trinidad and Tobago signed onto the
Port State Measures Agreement to Prevent,
Deter and Eliminate lllegal, Unreported and
Unregulated (IUU) Fishing (PSMA), in August
2019.

Itis a widely known fact that organised crime
denies States of valuable revenue, while at
the same time it also undermines the rule of
law and threatens the moral fabric of
countries’ economies.

Organised crime within the fishing industry is
an ongoing threat to sustainable
development and a sustainable blue
economy, especially to the attainment of the
SDGs. By all accounts, and as a result of
criminal acts, the livelihoods of all those who
directly depend on the fishing industry are
threatened: those in the local fishing

countries’ update our legislation and industry, its communities, persons who rely

economies.,’ implement ~ measures  to on fish stocks at both the regional and

address  our international national levels and most importantly,
obligations as a Flag, Port, organised crime threatens global food
Coastal and Market State. A security.
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IUU fishing and transnational organised
crime are activities of grave and detrimental
consequence in the fishing industry, as they
go beyond both regional and local
jurisdictions, disrupting the entire value
chain. Some common forms include: illegal
fishing, seafood and document fraud, tax
crime, money laundering, forced labour and
use of fishing vessels to smuggle migrants, as
well as trafficking of persons, fuel, drugs and
weapons.

While there have been some actions taken to
mitigate the destructive impact of
transnational organised crime in the sector,
there is still a need for an effective,
coordinated and comprehensive response to
address this perennial issue which has
tainted the image of the fishing industry. In
this regard, any strategic approach toresolve
this issue must have the involvement of all
stakeholders, as they will be able to establish
the required legal framework to enable the

system to become transparent in its
operations.
The Ministry of Agriculture, Land and

Fisheries remains committed and vigilant in
its efforts with this ongoing battle. We will
continue to persevere with due diligence in
the management of our various fishing ports
and maritime borders. The clear and present
danger we face with fish crimes are not
insurmountable, but in order for countries to
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achieve a blue economy status, there must
be collaboration and meaningful dialogue
from all sides which will then translate to
long term solutions.

Trinidad and Tobago recognizes the
Copenhagen Declaration, as it promotes and
provides a platform for cooperation among
relevant governmental agencies at the
national, regional and international levels to
“prevent, combat and eradicate
transnational organized crime in the global
fishing industry.” We are also deeply
appreciative of the fact that special focus has
been placed on the small island states that
are vulnerable.

I am pleased to announce today that Trinidad
and Tobago endorses and has signed the
International Declaration on transnational
organised crime in the global fishing
industry, along with other CARICOM
Member States, as another signal of its
commitment to battling transnational
organised crime in the region and worldwide.

On behalf of Hon. Minister Rambharat and
Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries
colleagues, | thank the CRFM and CARICOM
for this opportunity to address you, and the
Norwegian Government for its support, and
wish everyone continued success and good
health.
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Hon. Josephine Olivia Connolly
Minister of Tourism, Agriculture, Fisheries, Heritage,

Religious Affairs and the Environment,

The Turks and Caicos Islands

Good day ladies and gentlemen! Protocol has been established.
My name is Hon. Josephine Connolly, Minister of Tourism,
Agriculture, Fisheries, Heritage, Religious Affairs and the
Environment. Itis a pleasure to address you on the occasion of the
Special CRFM Ministerial Meeting on lllegal, Unreported, and
Unregulated (1UU) fishing and transnational organized crime in

the Turks and Caicos Islands’ fisheries industry.

Turks and Caicos Islands (TCl) “beautiful by
nature”, is one of fourteen overseas territories
of the United Kingdom. It is an archipelago
consisting of 40 low-lying islands, on the south-
eastern periphery of The Bahamas, and north
of the island of Hispaniola. The islands include
eight large cays (keys) and numerous smaller
cays, islets, reefs, banks, and rocks. The Turks
group is composed of Grand Turk Island, Salt
Cay, and lesser cays. The Caicos group lies
west-northwest of the Turks and is separated
from them by a 22-mile long, 2,100-metre deep
marine trench called the Turks Island Passage,
or “the Wall.” The Caicos group consists of six
principal islands—South Caicos, East Caicos,
Middle (or Grand) Caicos, North Caicos,
Providenciales, and West Caicos—and several
cays.

Fishery has always been an important
resource to the social and economic well-
being of the people of TCl, and no doubt it will
continue into the foreseeable future. It
provides local employment and income
generation. While its importance remains
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high, the production rates are
decreasing due to the foreign
advancement in technology and
harmful ~ gear, along with
increasing consumption demands.
While there are still some healthy
fish populations in the TCI, the
challenge is the ability to manage
the fisheries resources whereby it
could be sustainably exploited by
the Turks and Caicos Islands
people, while simultaneously
ensuring maximum  economic
returns for the users.

The fishing industry in TCI focuses
primarily on the main exploited
fisheries  resources, including
lobster, conch, finfish, and to a
small extent turtles. The local
lobster and conch fisheries are
centred around a well-organized
processing sector where all
participants are required to be
licensed. Spiny lobster and queen

Official Photo

€¢

lllegal,
unreported, and
unregulated
(IUV) fishing has
been a major
threat to
fisheries
resources in the
Turks and Caicos
Islands... Over
the past 5 years,
there have been
a total of 55
prosecutions,
including 15 [of]
poachers; 134
persons and 34
vessels captured
and seized. , ’
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conch are the two main commercial fisheries
of the Turks and Caicos Islands. Coastal reef
and deepslope fishes such as snappers and
groupers are also fished, but these are
targeted for the local market. The conch and
lobster fishery are characterised by high
fluctuations in landings, but more recently
observed as declining. Quotas have been set
for local consumption and exportation of the
queen conch fishery. Recently, a pilot project
was initiated on visual surveys to review the
stock assessment of the queen conch and
provide management recommendations. The
results indicated that there is a very limited
number of adult conch on the Caicos Bank.

The TCI Government, in our efforts to achieve
our goal relating to food security and SDG 14,
realized the steady decline of the fisheries
resources due to overfishing, use of illegal
gear, climate and most of all poaching. The
current measures to protect our fisheries
industry are insufficient to curb the rate of
depletion as we are challenged by our lack of
capacity and resources for effective
monitoring, control, and surveillance.

lllegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU)
fishing has been a major threat to fisheries
resources in the Turks and Caicos Islands as it
relates to the conservation of our marine
biodiversity and management of fish stocks. It
impacts the sustainability of fisheries, the
livelihoods of fishers and coastal communities,
and the protection of marine ecosystems. lUU
fishing leads to the loss of both short-and long-
term social and economic opportunities and
has negative effects on food security and
environmental protection. IUU fishing in the
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TCl mainly involves foreign vessels from our
neighbouring islands of Dominican Republic
and Haiti; where use of prohibited gear,
unauthorised capture of protected species,
catches of excessive quantities, fishing during
closed seasons, etc. threaten the sustainability
of aquatic living resources and damage fragile
habitats, such as coral reefs. Over the past 5
years, there have been a total of 55
prosecutions, including 15 [of] poachers; 134
persons and 34 vessels captured and seized.

In this regard, TCl in our effort to protect the
existing stocks is in the process of:

i. amending regulations to provide
stiffer penalties for illegal noxious
substance use, poaching, and the
catching of prohibited species and
undersized marine animals;

ii.  employingtechnology to monitor lUU
fishing and apprehend foreign
vessels;

iii.  mandatory confiscation of all foreign
vessels caught within the Exclusive
Economic Zone (EEZ) of the Turks and
Caicos Islands.

TCl is committed and it supports the
Declaration and the efforts in eradicating IUU
fishing and transnational organized crime in
the fishing industry. TCl stands ready to
cooperate with other Member States to find
sustainable solutions... [to address] IUU
fishing and transnational organized crime,
and to create a sustainable and fair blue
economy for present and future generations.

Thank you.
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NEXT STEPS

The following are the next steps that the CRFM plans to pursue following the Ministerial Meeting:

The Report of the Ministerial Meeting on lllegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing and
Transnational Organized Crime in the Fishing Industry will be prepared, documenting the
proceedings. It will include the Official Statements delivered by Member States, as well as
photos and documentation on the signed declarations.

The CRFM Secretariat will organize and convene a workshop for technical officials from the
Fisheries Departments/Divisions (or other relevant Fisheries authorities) in CRFM Member
States, along with maritime security personnel, to map out the immediate needs and identify,
as directed by the CRFM Ministerial Council in CRFM Resolution No. MC 15(6) of 2021, at least
one high priority intervention that would benefit everyone and that could be supported
under the Blue Justice Initiative.

The CRFM Secretariat will follow up with the UNDP NRO and colleagues from Norway to
organize the technical meeting for early 2022.
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APPENDIX 1

List of Participants

ANTIGUA and BARBUDA 2. THE BAHAMAS
Honourable Samantha Marshall Honourable Clay Sweeting
Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Barbuda Affairs Minister
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Barbuda Affairs Ministry of Agriculture, Marine Resources and Family
Independence Drive Island Affairs
Queen Elizabeth Highway Out Island Traders Building
P.O. Box 1282 East Bay Street
St. John's P.O. Box N-3040
Tel: 268-562-4679Tonje Nassau
268-562-1213 Tel: 242-397-7400
Fax: 268-562-1303 Fax: 242-322-8632
Email: Samantha.Marshall@ab.gov.ag 242-322-1767
Email: minagriculturemarine@bahamas.gov.bs
margaritawilson@bahamas.gov.bs
THE BAHAMAS 4, BARBADOS
Mr. Gregory Bethel Ms. Sonia Foster
Acting Director / ACIO Permanent Secretary
Department of Marine Resources Ministry of Maritime and the Blue Economy
Ministry of Agriculture and Marine Resources Graemme Hall
P.O. Box N-3028 P.O. Box 505
Nassau Christ Church
Tel: 242-393-1777 Tel: 246-535-0042
Cell: 242-424-0523 246-535-0038
Fax: 242-393-0238 246-535-2007
Email: GREGORYBETHEL@bahamas.gov.bs Fax: 246-420-8444
fisheries@bahamas.gov.bs Email:  sonia.foster@barbados.gov.bb
BARBADOS 6. BELIZE
Mrs. Joyce Leslie Honourable Andre Perez
Chief Fisheries Officer (ag) Minister
Fisheries Division Ministry of The Blue Economy and Civil Aviation
Ministry of Maritime Affairs and the Blue Economy Old Lands Building
Princess Alice Highway Market Square
P.O. Box 505 Belmopan City
Bridgetown Cayo District
Tel: 246-535-5803 Tel: 501-828-5260
246-535-5800 Fax: 501-822-0433
Cell: 246-243-1669 Email: andre.perez@blueeconomy.gov.bz
Fax: 246-436-9068 esquilianoam@blueeconomy.gov.bz
Email: joyce.leslie@barbados.gov.bb
Fisheries.Division@barbados.gov.bb
joyce.leslie27 @gmail.com
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Skype: joyce.leslie@outlook.com
7. BELIZE 8. DOMINICA
Mr. Rigoberto Quintana Mr. Jullan DeFoe
Acting Fisheries Administrator Chief Fisheries Officer (ag.)
Belize Fisheries Department Fisheries Division
Ministry of The Blue Economy and Civil Aviation Ministry of Blue and Green Economy, Agriculture and
Princess Margaret Drive National Food Security
P.O. Box 148 2" Floor, Government Headquarters
Belize City Dame Eugene Charles Boulevard
Tel: 501-224-4552 Roseau
501-223-2187 Tel: 767-266-5291
Fax: 501-223-2986 767-266-5263
Email: fisheries _department@fisheries.gov.bz Cell: 767-245-0758
QuintanaRlI@gobmail.gov.bz Fax: 767-448-0140
Email: fisheriesdivisiondom@gmail.com
jullandefoe@gmail.com
defoej@dominica.gov.dm
9. GRENADA 10. | GUYANA
Mr. Michael Stephens Ms. Delma Nedd
Permanent Secretary, responsible for Fisheries and Permanent Secretary
Cooperatives Ministry of Agriculture
Ministry of Sports, Culture and the Arts, Fisheries and Regent and Vlissengen Roads
Cooperatives Bourda
Ministerial Complex Georgetown
Botanical Gardens Tel: 592-225-1187
St. George’s 592-227-5527
Tel: 473-440-2708 Fax: 592-227-3638
473-440-3386 592-227-3839
473-440-3078 Email: ps.moagy@agriculture.gov.gy
473-440-6917
Fax: 473-440-4191
Email: agriculture@gov.gd
agriculture.gnd@gmail.com
ps@mofc.gov.gd
11. | GUYANA 12. | JAMAICA
Mr. Denzil Roberts Honourable Audley Shaw
Chief Fisheries Officer Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries
Fisheries Department Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries
Ministry of Agriculture Hope Gardens
Regent and Vlissengen Roads Kingston 6
Bourda Tel: 876-977-6486
Georgetown 876-877-7976
Tel: 592-225-9559 (direct) Fax: 876-927-1785
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592-225-9551

Cell: 592-641-9331

Fax: 592-225-9552

Email: fisheriesguyana@gmail.com
bertz99@yahoo.com

Email: minister@moa.gov.jm

13. | JAMAICA 14. | JAMAICA
Mr. Dermon Spence, JP Mr. Orville Palmer
Permanent Secretary Chief Technical Director
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries
Hope Gardens Hope Gardens
P.O. Box 480 Kingston 6
Kingston 6 Tel: 876-977-5921
Tel: 876-927-1750 876-927-1731 (MAF)
876-927-1731 876-948-9014 (NFA)
876-927-1790 (direct) Fax: 876-927-1904
876-968-8544 Email: orville.palmer@moa.gov.jim
Fax: 876-927-1904 fisheries@moa.gov.im
Email:  psecoffice@micaf.gov.jm
dispence@micaf.gov.jm
psecretary@micaf.gov.jm
15. | JAMAICA 16. | JAMAICA

Dr. Gavin Bellamy

Chief Executive Officer

National Fisheries Authority

Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries

2C Newport East

Kingston 11

Tel: 876-550-8654
876-967-1601
876-927-1731 (MAF)
876-924-9014 (NFA)

Cell: 876-282-7717

Fax: 876-927-1904

Email: gavin.bellamy@moa.gov.im

Mr. Steven Smikle

Director of Fisheries

Fisheries Division

Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries

2C Newport East

Kingston 15

Tel: 876-967-1601
876-948-9014
876-948-6933
876-416-6743 (cell)

Fax: 876-924-9182

Email: fisheries jamaica@live.com
jmdof@yahoo.com
ssmikle@gmail.com
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17. | MONTSERRAT 18. | SAINT KITTS AND NEVIS
Hon. Crenston Buffonge Mr. Ron Dublin-Collins
Minister Permanent Secretary
Ministry of Agriculture, Lands, Housing and the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Marine Resources
Environment Government Headquarters
Brades MSR 1110 Church Street
Tel: 664-491-2075 Basseterre
664-491-2546 Saint Kitts
Fax: 664-491-9275 Tel: 869-465-2521 Ext. 1025 / 1016 / 1017
Email:  buffongecc@gov.ms Fax: 869-465-2635
malhe@gov.ms Fax: 869-465-2635
Email: redc.govskn@gmail.com
psagri.govkn@gmail.com
19. | SAINT KITTS and NEVIS 20. | SAINT LUCIA
Mr. Marc Williams Honourable Alfred Prospere
Director of Marine Resources Minister
Department of Marine Resources Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries, Food Security and Rural
Ministry of Agriculture and Marine Resources Development
Church Street 5% Floor, Sir Stanislaus James Building
Basseterre Waterfront
Tel: 869-465-8045 Castries
869-465-4045 Tel: 758-453-1262
869-466-8739 758-468-4174
Cell: 869-668-1188 758-285-3886
Fax: 869-466-7254 Fax: 758-453-6314
Email: marcwill3@aol.com Email: starbatch1965@yahoo.com
dmrskn@gmail.com minister.agriculture@govt.Ic
Skype: marc.t.x.williams ministersecretary.agriculture@govt.lc
21. | SAINT LUCIA 22. | SAINT VINCENT and the GRENADINES
Mr. Barrymore Felicien Hon. Saboto S. Caesar
Permanent Secretary Minister
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries, Natural Resource Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Transformation, Forestry and
and Co-operatives Fisheries
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries, Physical Planning, Murray's Road
Natural Resources and Co-operatives Opposite Thomas Saunders Secondary School
5% Floor, Sir Stanislaus James Building Richmond Hill
Waterfront Kingstown
Castries Tel: 784-456-1410
Tel: 758-468-4172 784-528-6201 (direct line)
758-468-4101 Fax: 784-457-1688
Fax: 758-453-6314 Email: saboto54@hotmail.com
Email:  bfelicien@gosl.gov.lc office.agriculture@mail.gov.vc
ps.agriculture@govt.lc
pssecretary.agriculture@govt.lc
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23. | SAINT VINCENT and the GRENADINES 24. | SURINAME
Mrs. Jennifer Cruickshank-Howard Mrs. Parveen S. Amritpersad
Chief Fisheries Officer Director of Fisheries
Fisheries Division Fisheries Department
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Fisheries, Rural Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Husbandry and Fisheries
Transformation, Industry and Labour P.O. Box 1807
Richmond Hill Cornelis Jongbawstraat 50
Kingstown Paramaribo
Tel: 784-456-1178 Tel: 597-472-233
Cell: 784-494-5975 597-476-741
Fax: 784-457-2112 Cell: 597-863-7090
Email: fishdiv@gov.vc Fax: 597-424-441
jencruickshankhoward@yahoo.com Email:  visserijdienst@gmail.com
Skype: jeniferhoward2012 visserijdienst@sr.net
parveenamritpersad@gmail.com
Skype: parveen.amritpersad
25. | SURINAME 26. | TRINIDAD and TOBAGO
Mr. Zojindra Arjune Ms. Susan Shurland
Acting Deputy Director Permanent Secretary (ag.)
Fisheries Management Ministry of Agriculture
Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Husbandry and Fisheries Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries
P.O. Box 1807 St. Clair Circle
Cornelis Jongbawstraat 50 St. Clair
Paramaribo Port of Spain
Tel: 00-597-472-233 Tel: 868-220-6253 extn. 4042
00-597-476-741 Fax: 868-622-8202
Cell: 00-597-866-8301 Email: susan.shurland@gov.tt
Fax: 00-597-424-441 FPPS@gov.tt
Email:  zojindra@yahoo.com plynch-grecia@gov.tt
zojindra@gmail.com
27. | TRINIDAD and TOBAGO 28. | NORWAY
Mrs. Nerissa Lucky Ms. Trine Danielsen
Director of Fisheries (Ag.) State Secretary
Fisheries Division Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries
Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries Kongens Gate 8
#35 Cipriani Boulevard 0032 Oslo
Newtown NORWAY
Port of Spain Tel:  47-22-24-90-90
Tel: 868-623-8525 Email: postmottak@nfd.dep.no
868-623-8542
Cell: 868-354-5576
Fax: 868-623-8542
Email: nerissalucky@gmail.com

75



mailto:fishdiv@gov.vc
mailto:jencruickshankhoward@yahoo.com
mailto:visserijdienst@gmail.com
mailto:visserijdienst@sr.net
mailto:parveenamritpersad@gmail.com
mailto:zojindra@yahoo.com
mailto:zojindra@gmail.com
mailto:susan.shurland@gov.tt
mailto:FPPS@gov.tt
mailto:plynch-grecia@gov.tt
mailto:nerissalucky@gmail.com
mailto:postmottak@nfd.dep.no

Report of the CRFM Ministerial Council Meeting on lllegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing

and Transnational Organized Crime in the Fishing Industry, 4 October 2021

nlucky @gov.tt
doffisheriestto@gmail.com
29. | EMBASSY OF NORWAY 30. | NORWAY
Ms. Beate Stiro Mr. Gunnar A. Stglsvik
Ambassador Specialist Director
Embassy of Norway Fisheries Department
Calle 30 #315, e/3ra y 5ta Avenida Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries
Havana Email:  Gunnar-A.Stolsvik@nfd.dep.no
CUBA
Email: beate.stiro@mfa.no
ORGANISATIONS
31. | CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY CLIMATE CHANGE CENTRE 32. | CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY SECRETARIAT
Mr. Keith Nichols Dr. Douglas Slater
Head, Programme Development and Management Unit / Assistant Secretary-General
USAID Climate Change Adaptation Programme Manager CARICOM Secretariat
Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre P.O. Box 10827
Lawrence Nicholas Building Turkeyen
Ring Road Greater Georgetown
P.O. Box 563 GUYANA
Belmopan City Tel:  592-222-0001 to 0006
Cayo District Email: douglas.slater@caricom.org
BELIZE
Tel: 501-822-1104
501-822-1094
501-822-2983
501-822-2968 Ext. 231
Email:  knichols@caribbeanclimate.bz
33. | CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY SECRETARIAT 34. | CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY SECRETARIAT

Mr. Joseph Cox

Assistant Secretary-General
Trade and Economic Integration
CARICOM Secretariat

P.O. Box 10827

Turkeyen

Greater Georgetown

GUYANA

Tel:  592-222-0001 to 0006
Email: joseph.cox@caricom.org

Ms. Amrikha Singh

Programme Manager, Sustainable Development

CARICOM Secretariat
P.O. Box 10827
Turkeyen

Greater Georgetown
GUYANA

Tel: 592-222-0001 to 0006 ext. 2627 (Direct)
592-222-0001 to 0006 ext. 2668 (Alternate)

Email: amrikha.singh@caricom.org
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35. | CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY SECRETARIAT 36. | CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY SECRETARIAT
Mr. Nigel Durrant Mr. Kareem Sabir
Agricultural Trade Specialist Senior Project Officer, Sustainable Development
CARICOM Secretariat CARICOM Secretariat
P.O. Box 10827 P.O. Box 10827
Turkeyen Turkeyen
Greater Georgetown Greater Georgetown
GUYANA GUYANA
Tel:  592-222-0001 to 0006 Tel:  592-222-0001-0006 Ext. 2645
Email: nigel.durrant@caricom.org Email: kareem.sabir@caricom.org
37. | CARICOM IMPLEMENTATION AGENCY FOR CRIME AND 38. | CARICOM IMPLEMENTATION AGENCY FOR CRIME AND
SECURITY SECURITY
Lt. Col. Michael Jones Ms. Chesley Ollivierre
Executive Director Chief Analyst
IMPACS Regional Intelligence Fusion Centre (RIFC)
19 Keate Street IMPACS
Port of Spain 19 Keate Street
TRINIDAD and TOBAGO Port of Spain
Tel: 246-538-7900 extn 1019 TRINIDAD and TOBAGO
Cell: 246-826-2356 Tel: 868-235-5511
Fax: 246-228-4040 Fax: 868-627-3064
Email: m.jones@impacsjrcc.org Email: chesley.ollivierre@caricom-rifc.org
executivedirector@carimpacs.org
39. | CARICOM IMPLEMENTATION AGENCY FOR CRIME AND 40. | CARICOM IMPLEMENTATION AGENCY FOR CRIME AND
SECURITY SECURITY
Mr. Neville Wint Ms. Ezra Gilbert
Operations Manager Operator Analyst
Joint Regional Communications Centre (JRCC) Regional Intelligence Fusion Centre (RIFC)
P.O. Box 1084 IMPACS
St. Michael 19 Keate Street
BARBADOS Port of Spain
Tel: 246-538-7900 TRINIDAD and TOBAGO
Cell: 246-826-2336 Tel: 868-235-5511
Email: n.wint@impacsjrcc.org Fax: 868-627-3064
Email: ejgilbert3@gmail.com
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41. | CARICOM IMPLEMENTATION AGENCY FOR CRIME AND 42. | CARICOM IMPLEMENTATION AGENCY FOR CRIME AND
SECURITY SECURITY
Mr. Terry Etienne Ms. Tonya Ayow
Operator / Analyst Director (Ag)
Joint Regional Communications Centre (JRCC) Lt. Col. Michael Jones
P.O. Box 1084 Executive Director
St. Michael IMPACS
BARBADOS 19 Keate Street
Tel: 246-538-7900 Port of Spain
Cell: 246-826-2336 TRINIDAD and TOBAGO
Email: t.ettienne@impacsjrcc.org Tel: 868-235-5511
Fax: 868-627-3064
Email: tayow@carimpacs.org
43. | CARICOM IMPLEMENTATION AGENCY FOR CRIME AND 44, FOOD and AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED
SECURITY NATIONS
Mr. Rufus Ferdinand Dr. Yvette Diei Ouadi
Deputy Chief Operations Officer Fishery and Aquaculture Officer
Joint Regional Communications Centre (JRCC) Secretary of the Western Central Atlantic Fishery
P.O. Box 1084 Commission (WECAFC)
St. Michael Subregional Office for the Caribbean
BARBADOS FAO of the UN
Tel: 246-538-7900 2" Floor United Nations House
Cell: 246-826-2336 Balmoral Gap, Marine Gardens
Email: r.ferdinand@impacsjrcc.org Christ Church
BARBADOS
Tel: 246-426-7110 ext 249
Email: Yvette.DieiOuadi@fao.org
45. | ORGANISATION OF EASTERN CARIBBEAN STATES 46. | ORGANISATION OF EASTERN CARIBBEAN STATES
COMMISSION COMMISSION
Mr. Lench Fevrier Commander David Robin (Ret.)
Technical Specialist Programme Director
Agriculture, Economic and Regional Integration Division Ocean Governance and Fisheries
(EARID) Ocean Governance and Fisheries (OGF) Unit
OECS Commission Environmental Sustainability Division (ESD)
Morne Fortune OECS Commission
P.O.Box 179 Morne Fortune
Castries P.O. Box 179
SAINT LUCIA Castries
Tel:  758-455-6344 SAINT LUCIA
Fax: 758-453-1628 Tel:  758-455-6344
Email: lench.fevrier@oecs.int Fax: 758-453-1628
Email: david.robin@oecs.int
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47. | ORGANISATION OF EASTERN CARIBBEAN STATES 48. | REGIONAL SECURITY SYSTEM
COMMISSION
Mr. Graham C. Archer, JP
Ms. Shanna Emmanuel Deputy Executive Director
Programme Officer Regional Security System
Climate and Disaster Risk Management (CDRM) Regional Security System Headquarters
Environmental Sustainability Division (ESD) Paragon
OECS Commission Christ Church BB 17110
Morne Fortune BARBADOS
P.O. Box 179 Tel: 246-420-7110
Castries Fax: 246-420-7316
SAINT LUCIA Email:  rssha@rss.org.bb
Tel:  758-455-6344 Graham.Archer@rss.org.bb
Fax: 758-453-1628
Email: shanna.emmanuel@oecs.int
49. | REGIONAL SECURITY SYSTEM 50. UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME
Lt (CG) Rolerick Sobers Dr. Emma Witbooi
Regional Maritime Officer Project Manager
Regional Security System Blue Resilience Project
Regional Security System Headquarters UNDP Nordic Representation Office
Paragon Marmorvej 51
Christ Church BB 17110 2100 Copenhagen
BARBADOS DENMARK
Tel: 246-420-7110 Tel: 43-699-1185-6612
Fax: 246-420-7316 Email: emma.witbooi@undp.org
Email:  Rolerick.Sobers@rss.org.bb
rhsobers@gmail.com
51. | UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 52. | UNITED NATIONS
Ms. Julia Kercher Ms. Birgit Gerstenberg
Blue Resilience Project Resident Coordinator
UNDP Nordic Representation Office United Nations in El Salvador and Belize
Marmorvej 51 United Nations Building
2100 Copenhagen Blv. Orden de Malta Sur 2-B
DENMARK Antiguo Cuscatlan
Tel: 43-699-1185-6612 La Libertad
Email:  julia.kercher@undp.org EL SALVADOR
Tel: 2209-3503
Email: erika.gerstenberg@un.org
53. | UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 54. UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME
Mr. Jacob Said Ms. Siri Stai
Blue Resilience Project Blue Resilience Project
UNDP Nordic Representation Office UNDP Nordic Representation Office
Marmorvej 51 Marmorvej 51
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2100 Copenhagen 2100 Copenhagen
DENMARK DENMARK
Tel: 43-699-1185-6612 Tel: 43-699-1185-6612
Email:  jacob.said@undp.org Email:  siri.stai@undp.org
55. | UNITED NATIONS OFFICE ON DRUGS AND CRIME 56. | UNITED NATIONS OFFICE ON DRUGS AND CRIME
Ms. Francesca Caonero Ms. Anne Linn
Programme Coordinator Maritime Crime Programme
Global Maritime Crime Programme — Latin America and United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
the Caribbean Vienna
Regional Office for Central America and the Caribbean AUSTRIA
(UNODC ROPAN) Email: anne.linn.jensen@un.org
Santo Domingo
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
Tel: 829-343-3656
Email: francesca.caonero@un.org
57. | UNITED NATIONS OFFICE ON DRUGS AND CRIME 58. | UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
Ms. Siri Bjune Dr. Charles Sidman
Maritime Crime Programme Deputy Director
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime Associate Director for Research
Vienna Florida Sea Grant
AUSTRIA University of Florida
Email: siri.bjune@un.org Gainesville, FL 32611
UNITED STATES of AMERICA
Email: csidman@ufl.edu
59. | UWI-CERMES 60. | Consultant

Dr. Patrick McConney

Senior Lecturer

Centre for Resource Management and Environmental
Studies (CERMES)

The University of the West Indies

University Road

Cave Hill

BARBADOS

Tel: 246-417-4000

Fax: 246-425-1327

Email:  patrick.mcconney@cavehill.uwi.edu

Ms. Francola John

Consultant

Caribbean Week of Agriculture
Cell: 876-467-2864

Email: francolaj@gmail.com

80



mailto:jacob.said@undp.org
mailto:siri.stai@undp.org
mailto:francesca.caonero@un.org
mailto:anne.linn.jensen@un.org
mailto:siri.bjune@un.org
mailto:csidman@ufl.edu
mailto:patrick.mcconney@cavehill.uwi.edu
mailto:francolaj@gmail.com

Report of the CRFM Ministerial Council Meeting on lllegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing
and Transnational Organized Crime in the Fishing Industry, 4 October 2021

61. | Consultant
Mr. G. Andre Kong
Consultant
1-4 Maeven Avenue
Town House Number 11
Kingston 10
JAMAICA
Cell: 876-298-5828
Email: andre kong@yahoo.com
CARIBBEAN REGIONAL FISHERIES MECHANISM (CRFM) SECRETARIAT
62. | Mr. Milton Haughton 63. | Dr.Sandra Grant
Executive Director Deputy Executive Director
CRFM Secretariat CRFM Secretariat
P.O. Box 642 P.O. Box 642
Princess Margaret Drive Princess Margaret Drive
Belize City Belize City
BELIZE BELIZE
Tel: 501-223-4443 Tel: 501-223-4443
Fax: 501-223-4446 Fax: 501-223-4446
Email:  milton.haughton@crfm.int Email: sandra.grant@crfm.int
Skype: milton_h
64. | Dr. Maren Headley 65. | Mr. Delmar Lanza
Programme Manager, Fisheries Management and Manager, Finance and Administration
Development CRFM Secretariat
CRFM Secretariat P.O. Box 642
3" Floor Corea’s Building Princess Margaret Drive
Halifax and Hillsboro Streets Belize City
Kingstown BELIZE
SAINT VINCENT and the GRENADINES Tel: 501-223-4443
Tel: 784-457-3474 Fax: 501-223-4446
Fax: 784-457-3475 Email: delmar.lanza@crfm.int
Email: maren.headley@crfm.int Skype: delmar0364
Skype: maren.headleyl
66. | Mr. Peter A. Murray 67. | Ms. Sherlene Audinett
Advisor, Fisheries Management and Development Executive Assistant
CRFM Secretariat CRFM Secretariat
P.O. Box 642 Princess Margaret Drive
Princess Margaret Drive Belize City
Belize City BELIZE
BELIZE Tel: 501-223-4443
Tel: 501-223-4443 Fax: 501-223-4446
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Fax: 501-223-4446 Email: sherlene.audinett@crfm.int
Email: peter.a.murray@crfm.int
Skype: pamollox
68. | Ms. Rochelle Staine-Gill 69. | Ms. Adele Ramos
Documentation Officer / Secretary Rapporteur
CRFM Secretariat CRFM Secretariat
Princess Margaret Drive Princess Margaret Drive
Belize City Belize City
BELIZE BELIZE
Tel: 501-223-4443 Tel: 501-606-6161
Fax: 501-223-4446 Email: adeleramos.bze@gmail.com
Email: rochelle.staine@crfm.int Skype: adeleramos.bz
secretariat@crfm.int
JOURNALISTS
70. | Ms. Jewel Frazer 71. | Ms. Zadie P. Neufville MA. MSc.
Email: jwl 42@yahoo.com Cell: 501-627-9510 (Belize)
Cell: 876-386-2407 (Jamaica)
Email: zneufville@gmail.com
72. | Ms. Adelle Roopchand 73. | Mr. Shamar Blunt
Email: adelleroopchand@gmail.com Barbados Today Inc.
Email: editor@barbadostoday.bb
shamarblunt@barbadostoday.bb
74. | Mr. Ritchie Ferrol 75. | Mr. Denis Chabrol
Email: richie@qg95fmradio.com Email: dchabrol@demerarawaves.com
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Annotated Agenda

ITEM 1 Welcome Remarks by Chairman of the CRFM Ministerial Council (Chairman of | 10:30a.m. -
the Meeting) 10:35a.m.
Hon. Saboto Caesar, Minister, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Fisheries, Rural
Transformation, Industry and Labour, St. Vincent and the Grenadines
ITEM 2 Welcome Remarks by CARICOM Secretariat 10:35a.m. —
10:40a.m.
Mr. Joseph Cox, Assistant Secretary-General, CARICOM Secretariat
ITEM 3 Remarks by Government of Norway 10:40a.m. —
10:50a.m.
Ms. Trine Danielsen, State Secretary, Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries,
Norway
ITEM 4 Presentation on the Copenhagen Declaration and the Blue Justice Initiative 10:50a.m. —
11:00a.m.
Mr. Gunnar A. Stglsvik, Specialist Director, Fisheries Department, Ministry of
Trade, Industry and Fisheries, Norway
ITEM 5 Presentation on the “Blue Resilience Project” 11:00a.m. —
11:05a.m.
Ms. Zazie Schafer, Acting Director, UNDP Nordic Representation Office (NRO)
ITEM 6 Presentation of the CRFM Ministerial Council Resolution No. MC 15(6) of 2021 | 11:05a.m. —
11:10a.m.
Mr. Milton Haughton, Executive Director, CRFM Secretariat
ITEM 7 e Statements by Ministers from CRFM Member States on [UU fishing and 11:10a.m. —
organized crime 12:25p.m.
e Signing of the Declaration by each country
ITEM 8 Next Steps and Closing Remarks by the Chairman 12:25p.m. —
12:30 pm
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APPENDIX Il

The Copenhagen Declaration

Below is the international declaration which the CRFM Member States were invited to sign.
The signed instruments appear immediately after this template.

The international declaration on

transnational organized crime in the global fishing
industry

We, the Ministers of Benin, Brazil, Cape Verde Islands, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Faroe
Islands, Fiji, Ghana, Greenland, Honduras, Iceland, Indonesia, Kiribati, Liberia, Maldives,
Marshall Islands, Mexico, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nauru, Nicaragua, Norway,
Palau, Panama, Philippines, Sdo Tome and Principe, Scotland, Seychelles, Solomon
Islands, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Timor Leste, Uruguay';

Encourages other Ministers to support this non-legally binding declaration.

Notes the recommendations and the outcome of the 2nd International Symposium on
Fisheries Crime held in Yogyakarta, Indonesia 10. — 11. October 2016 which was
published by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime at the occasion of the
United Nations Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice during its
twenty-sixth session in Vienna 22. — 26. May 2017 2.

Recognize that our countries are dependent on the sea and its resources and the
opportunities it holds for the economy, food and well-being of our population and we
are determined to support a healthy and thriving fishing industry that is based on fair
competition and the sustainable use of the ocean.

Are committed to work towards the fulfilment of the UN Sustainable Development
Goals particularly in relation to Goal 14 on “Life Below Water” and Goal 16 on
“Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions.”

Are convinced that there is a need for the world community to recognize the
existence of transnational organized crime in the global fishing industry and that this
activity has a serious effect on the economy, distorts markets, harms the environment
and undermines human rights.

Recognize that this transnational activity includes crimes committed through the
whole fisheries supply and value chain which includes illegal fishing, corruption, tax
and customs fraud, money laundering, embezzlement, document fraud and human
trafficking.

Recognize further the inter-continental flow of illegal fish products, illicit money and
human trafficking victims in transnational organized crime cases in the global fishing
industry and that all regions of the world need to cooperate when investigating such
acts

Are convinced that inter-agency cooperation between relevant governmental
agencies is essential at a national, regional and international level in order to prevent,
combat and eradicate transnational organized crime in the global fishing industry,

Are also convinced that there is a need for international cooperation and that
developing countries are particularly affected.
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Recognize the particular vulnerability of small-island developing states and other
Large Ocean Nations of the impact of transnational organized crime in the global
fishing industry.

Are also convinced the need for continuous support on the highest level and the
necessity for awareness raising on these issues through events such as the
International FishCrime Symposium.

Confirmation of support of this declaration

Country:

Name of Minister/representative:

Signature

Date

Additional information:
Name of contact person:

Phone and email address:

1 Faroe Islands, Ghana, Indonesia, Kiribati, Namibia, Norway, Palau, Solomon Islands and Sri Lanka
supported the declaration on 15. October 2018 on the occasion of the Large Ocean Nations Forum on
Transnational Organized Fisheries Crime and the 4th International FishCrime Symposium convened
at the UN City in Copenhagen. Support has subsequently been given by Ministers of: Timor Leste (17.
December 2018), Mozambique (24. January 2019), Benin (19. February 2019), Liberia (20. February
2019), Greenland (25. February 2019), Maldives (16. April 2019), Chile (21. August 2019), Marshall
Islands (30. August 2019), South Africa (22. October 2019), Nauru (24.October 2019), Myanmar (24.
October 2019), Sao Tome and Principe (24. October 2019), Mexico (24. October 2019), Fiji (24.
October 2019), Philippines (11. November 2019), Costa Rica (13. November 2019), Scotland (25.
November 2019), Iceland (27. November 2019), Seychelles (24. February 2020), Panama (3.
December 2020), Nicaragua (3. December 2020), Uruguay (10. December 2020), Honduras (21.
December 2020), Colombia (25. February 2021), Cape Verde Islands (29. March 2021), Brazil (22.
April 2021)

2 Document reference E/CN.15/2017/CRP.3 and accessable on:

http:/Awww. unodc.org/documents/commissions/CCPCJ/CCPCJ_Sessions/CCPCJ_26/E_CN15_2017_
CRP3_e_V1703449.pdf

85



SIGNED
DECLARATIONS

from CRFM Member States



Report of the CRFM Ministerial Council Meeting on lllegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing
and Transnational Organized Crime in the Fishing Industry, 4 October 2021

THE BAHAMAS

The international declaration on

transnational organized crime in the global fishing
industry

We, the Ministers of Benin, Brazil, Cape Verde Islands, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Faroe
Islands, Fiji, Ghana, Greenland, Honduras, lceland, Indonesia, Kiribati, Liberia, Maldives,
Marshall lslands, Mexico, Mozambigue, Myanmar, Mamibia, Mauru, Micaragua, Morway,
Palau, Panama, Philippines, S%o0 Tomé and Principe, Scotland, Seychelles, Solomon
Islands, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Timor Leste. Uruguay",

Encourages other Ministers to suppart this nen-legally binding declaration.

Motes the recommendations and the oulcame of the Znd International Symposium on
Fisheres Crime hedd in Yogyakarta, Indoneska 10, — 11, October 2016 which was
published by the United Mations Office on Drugs and Crime al the occasion of the
United Mations Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice during its
twenty-sixth session in Vienna 22. — 76, May 2017 2

Recognize that our countries are dependent on the sea and its resources and the
oppartunilies it holds for the economy, food and well-being of our population and we
are determined to suppoit a healthy and thriving fishing industry that is based on fair
competifion and the sustainable use of the ocean

Are committed fo work towards the fulfilment of the LN Sustainable Developmenl
Goals particularly in relation to Goal 14 on “Life Below Water and Goal 16 on
"Peace, Justive and Strong Institutions.™

Are convinced that there is a need for the world comimunity to recognize the
existence of transnational organized crime in the glebal fishing industry and that this
activity has a senious effect on the economy, distorts markets, hams the environmeant
and undermines human rights,

Recognize that this transnational activity includes crimes cammitied through the
whaole fisheries supply and value chain which includes illegal fishing, cormuplion, tax
and customs fraud, money laundering, embezz lement, document fraud and human
trafficking.

Recognize further the inter-continental flow of illegal fish products, illicit meney and
human trafficking victims in transnational organized crime cases in the global fishing
industry and that all regions of the world need to coaperate when investigating such
acls

Are convinced that inter-agency cooparation between refevant governmental
agencies is essential al a national, regional and intemational level in order to pravent,
combat and eradicate fransnational organized crime in the global fishing industry,

Are also convinced that there is a need for international cooperation and tha
developing countries are particularly affected.
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Recognize the particular vulnerability of small-island developing states and other
Large Ocean Nations of the impact of transnational organized crime in the giobal
fishing industry.

Are also convinced the need for continuous support on the highest level and the
necessity for awareness raising on these issues through events such as the
International FishCrime Symposium.

Confirmation of support of this declaration

Country: The Bahamas

Name of Minister/representative:
Honourable Clay Sweeting
Minister of Agriculture, Marine Resources and Family Island Affairs

nature

Additional information:

Name of contact person: Mr. Gregory Bethel
Acting Director — Department of Marine Resources

Phone and email address: Tel: 393-1777 / 424-0523 Email: gregorybethel@bahamas. gov.bs

! Faroe Islands, Ghana, Indonesia, Kiribati, Namibia, Norway, Palau, Solomon Islands and Sri Lanka
supported the declaration on 15. October 2018 on the occasion of the Large Ocean Nations Forum on
Transnational Organized Fisheries Crime and the 4th International FishCrime Symposium convened
at the UN City in Copenhagen. Support has subsequently been given by Ministers of: Timor Leste (17.
December 2018), Mozambique (24. January 2019), Benin (19. February 2019), Liberia (20. February
2019), Greenland (25. February 2019), Maldives (16. April 2019), Chile (21. August 2019), Marshall
Islands (30. August 2019), South Africa (22. October 2019). Nauru (24 October 2018), Myanmar (24.
October 2019), Sao Tomé and Principe (24. October 201 9). Mexico (24. Oclober 2019), Fiji (24.
October 2019), Philippines (11. November 2018), Costa Rica (13. November 2019), Scotland (25.
November 2019), iceland (27. November 201 9), Seychelles (24. February 2020), Panama 3.
December 2020), Nicaragua (3. December 2020), Uruguay (10. December 2020}, Honduras (21.
December 2020), Colombia (25. February 2021), Cape Verde Islands (29. March 2021), Brazil (22.
April 2021)

? Document reference E/CN.15/2017/CRP.3 and accessable on:

http:llww.unodc.orgldocumentslconmission&lCCF’CJIccPCJ_Sossiom/CCPCJ_26!E_CN 15_2017_
CRP3_e_ V1703449 pdf
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The international declaration on

transnational organized crime in the global fishing
industry

Yie, the Ministers of Benin, Brazil, Cape-Verde Islands, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Faroe
Islands, Fiji, Ghana, Greenland, Honduras, lesland, Indonesia, Kirbati, Liberia, Maldives,
Marshall Islands, Mexico, Mozambigue, Myanmar, Mamibia, Naury, Nicaragua, Nonway,
Palay, Panama, Philippinas, S30 Tomé and Principe, Scotland, Seychelles, Solomon
Islands, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Timor Lests, Uruguay™

Encourages other Minksters to support this non-legally binding declaration,

Motes the recommendsations and the outcome of the Znd Intematicnal Symposium an
Fisheries Crire held in Yogyskaria, Indonesia 10. = 11, October 2016 which was
published by the United Mations Office on Drugs and Crime at the occasion of the
Unitad Mations Commission-on Grime Prevention and Criminal Justice during its
twenty-sixth session in Vienna 22, = 26 May 2017 ¢,

Recognize that our countries are dependent on the sea and its resources and the
opporiunities it holds for the economy, feod and well-being of our population and we
are datermined 1o suppon a healthy and thriving fishing indusiry thaf is based on fair
competition and the sustainable use of the ccean,

Are committed (o work towards the fullilment of the UN Sustsinable Development
Goals particularly in relation to Goal 14 on *Life Below Water” and Goal 16 on
*Peace, Justice and Sirong Institutions.”

Are convinced that there is a need for the world community to recognize the
existence of transnafional organized crime in the global fishing ndustry and that this
activity has a serious effect on the economy, distorts markets, harms the environment
and undermines human rights.

Recognize that this transnational activity includes crimes committed through the
whoia fisharies supphy and value chain which includes llegal fishing, corruption, tax
and customs frawd, money laundering, embezzlement, document frawd and human
trafficking.

Fecognize further the inter-cantinental flow of illegal fish products, #icit money and
human trafficking victims in transnational organized crime cases In the global fishing
industry snd that all regions of the world need to cosperate when investigating such
acts

Are convinced that inter-agency cooperation between relevant govern mantal
agencies |5 essential at a national, regional and intermational level in arder to prevent,
combat and eradicate transnational crganized cfime in the global fishing industry,

Are also convinesd that there s 8 nead for international cooperstion and that
developing countries are particularly affected.
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Recognize the particular vulnerability of small-island developing states and other
Large Ocean Nations of the impact of transnational organized crime in the global
fishing industry.

Are also convinced the need for continuous support on the highest level and the
necessity for awareness raising on these issues through events such as the
International FishCrime Symposium.

Confirmation of support of this declaration

Country: Belize

Name of Minister:  Honourable Andre Perez
Minister of Blue Economy and Civil Aviation

\' / _/ =
: October 4, 2021

Additional information:
Name of contact person: Honourable Andre Perez

Phone and email address: +501-2232768; andre. perez@blueeconomy. gov bz

' Faroe Istands, Ghana, Indonesia, Kiribati, Namibia, Norway, Palau, Solomon Islands and Sri Lanka
supported the declaration on 15. October 2018 on the occasion of the Large Ocean Nations Forum on
Transnational Organized Fisheries Crime and the 4th Intermnational FishCrime Symposium convened
at the UN City in Copenhagen. Support has subsequently been given by Ministers of: Timor Leste (17,
December 2018), Mozambique (24. January 2019), Benin (19. February 2019), Liberia (20. February
2019), Greenland (25. February 2019), Maldives (16. April 2018), Chile (21. August 2019), Marshall
Islands (30. August 2019), South Africa (22. October 2019), Nauru (24.October 2019), Myanmar (24.
October 2019), S&c Tome and Principe (24. October 2018), Mexico (24. October 2013), Fiji (24.
October 2018), Philippines (11. November 2018), Costa Rica (13. November 2018), Scotland (25.
November 2019), Iceland (27. November 2019), Seychelles (24. February 2020), Panama (3.
December 2020), Nicaragua (3. December 2020), Uruguay (10. December 2020), Honduras (21.
December 2020), Colombia (25. February 2021), Cape Verde Islands (29. March 2021), Brazil (22

April 2021)
 Document reference E/CN.15/2017/CRP.3 and accessable on:

hitp-iAwwwe.unodc.org/documents/commissions/CCPCJ/CCPCJ_Sessions/CCPCJ_26/E_CN15_2017_
CRP3_e_V1703449. pdf
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GRENADA

The international declaration on

transnational organized crime in the global fishing
industry

We, the Ministers of Benin, Brazil, Cape YVerde Islands, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Farce
Izlands, Fiji, Ghana, Greenland, Honduras, lceland, Indonesia, Kinbati, Libera, Maldives,
Marzhall Islands, Mexico, Mozambigue, Myanmar, Mamibia, Nauru, Nicaragua, Morway,
Palau, Panama, Philippines, S&o Tomeé and Principe, Scotland, Seychelles, Solomon
Islands, South Africa, S Lanka, Timor Leste, Uruguay?,

Encourages other Ministers to support thiz non-legally binding declaration.

Motes the recommendations and the cutcome of the 2nd Infernational Symposium on
Fisheries Crime held in Yogyakarta, Indonesia 10. — 11. October 2016 which was
published by the United Mations Office on Drugs and Crime at the occasion of the
United Mations Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice during its
twenty-sixth session in Vienna 22. — 26. May 2017 .

Recognize that our countries are dependent on the sea and its resources and the
opportunities it holds for the economy, food and well-being of our population and we
are determined to support a healthy and thriving fishing indusiry that iz based on fair
competition and the sustainable use of the ocean.

Are committed to work towards the fulfilment of the UN Sustainable Development
Goals particularly in relation to Goal 14 on “Life Below Water® and Goal 16 on
“Peace, Justice and Strong Insitutions.”

Are convinced that there iz a need for the world community to recognize the
existence of transnational organized crime in the global fishing industry and that this
activity has a senous effect on the economy, distorts markets, harms the environment
and undermines human rights.

Recognize that thizs transnational activity includes crimes committed through the
whole fisheres supply and value chain which includes illegal fishing, cormuption, tax
and customs fraud, money laundering, embezzlement, document fraud and human
trafficking.

Recognize further the inter-continental flow of illegal fish products, illicit money and
human trafficking vicims in transnaticnal organized crime cases in the global fishing
industry and that all regicns of the world need to cooperate when investigating such
acts

Are convinced that inter-agency cooperation between relevant governmental
agencies is essential at a national, regional and international level in order to prevent,
combat and eradicate transnaticnal organized crime in the global fishing industry,

Are also convinced that there is a need for international cooperation and that
developing countries are pariiculary affected.
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Recognize the particular vulnerability of small-island developing states and other
Large Ccean Mations of the impact of transnational organized crime in the global

fishing industry.

Are also convinced the need for continuous support on the highest level and the
necessity for awareness raising on these issues through events such as the
International FishCrme Symposium.

Confirmation of support of this declaration

Country: Grenada

Mame of Ministerrepresentative: Hon. Yolande Bain-Horsford
Minister for Sports, Culture and the Arts Fisheries and Cooperatives

Signature

Diate 47 QOctober 2021

Additional information:
Mame of contact person: Mr Michael Stephen
Phone and email address-47 35345356

E-mail: ps@mofc.gov.gd

' Faroe Islands, Ghana, Indonesia, Kirbati, Mamibia, Norway, Palau, Solomon Islands and Sri Lanka
supported the declaration on 15. October 2018 on the cocasion of the Large Ocean Nafions Forum on
Tranznational Organized Figheres Cnme and the 4th Intemafional FishGrime Symposium convened
at the UM City in Copenhagen. Support has subsequently been given by Ministers of: Timor Leste (17.
December 2018), Mozambigque (24. January 2018), Benin (18. February 201%9), Libera (20. February
2018), Greenland (25. February 2018), Maldives (18. April 2018}, Chile (21. August 2015), Marshall
Islands (30. August 2018), South Africa (22. October 2018), Mauwru (24 October 20 19), Myanmar (24.
Oretober 2019), S50 Tomé and Principe (24. October 2018), Mexico (24. October 2019), Fiji (24.
Ociober 2018), Philippines (11. November 2018), Costa Rica (13. November 2013), Scolland (25.
Mowvember 2018). lceland (27. Movember 2018), Seychelles (24. February 2020), Panama (3.
December 2020), Micaragua (3. December 2020), Uruguay (10. December 2020}, Honduras (21.
December 2020), Colombia (25. February 2021), Cape Verde Islands (28. March 2021), Brazil (22.
April 2021)

? Document reference E/CH. 152017/CRP.2 and accessable an:

http:/fwewew. unode org/documents/commissions/CCPCMCCPC)_Sessions/CCPCJ_28/E_CH15_2017_
CRP3_= V1703448 pdf
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GUYANA

The international declaration on

transnational organized crime in the global fishing
industry

We, the Ministers of Benin, Brazil, Cape Verde Islands, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Faroce
Islands, Fiji, Ghana, Greenland, Honduras, lceland, Indonesia, Kirbati, Libera, Maldives,
Marshall Islands, Mexico, Mozambigue, Myanmar, Mamibia, Nauru, Nicaragua, Norway,
Palau, Panama, Philippines, Sao Tome and Principe, Scotland, Seychelles, Solomon
Islands, South Africa, Sh Lanka, Timor Leste, Uruguay?;

Encourages other Ministers to support this non-legally kinding declaration.

Motes the recommendaticns and the cutcome of the 2nd Infernational Symposium on
Fisheries Crime held in Yogyakarta, Indonesia 10. — 11. October 2016 which was
published by the United Mations Office on Drugs and Crime at the occasion of the
United Mations Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice during its
twenty-sixth session in Vienna 22. — 26. May 2017 2.

Recognize that our countries are dependent on the sea and itz resources and the
opportunities it holds for the economy, food and well-being of our population and we:
are determined to support a healthy and thriving fishing indusiry that is based on fair
competiion and the sustainable use of the ocean.

Are committed to work towards the fulfilment of the UN Sustainable Development
Goals particularly in relation to Goal 14 on “Life Below Water® and Goal 16 on
“Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions.”

Are convinced that there is a need for the world community to recognize the
existence of ransnational organized cime in the global fishing industry and that this
activity has a senous effect on the economy, distorts markets, harms the environment
and undermines human rights.

Recognize that this transnational activity includes crimes committed through the
whole fishenes supply and value chain which includes illegal fishing, comuption, tax
and customs fraud, money laundering, embezzlemeant, document fraud and human
trafficking.

Recognize further the inter-continental flow of illegal fish products, illicit money and
human trafficking viciims in transnaticnal organized crime cases in the global fishing
industry and that all regicns of the world need to cooperate when investigating such
acts

Are convinced that inter-agency cooperation between relevant governmental
agencies is essential at a national, regional and international level in order to prevent,
combat and eradicate transnational organized crime in the global fishing industry,

Are also convinced that there is a need for intemational cooperation and that
developing countries are particulary affected.
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Recognize the particular vulnerability of smali-island developing states and other
Large Ocean Nations of the impact of transnational organized esime in the global
fishing industry.

Are also convinced the need for continuous support on the highest level and the
necessity for awareness raising on these issues through events such as the
Intemational FishCrime Symposium.

Confirmation of support of this declaration

Country: GU yﬁ A

Name of Minister/representative:

Additional information:
Name of contact person: £2En2; L %6’6#{5

Phone and email address: 'PSM“‘] wna()?nn;( cmn  SYLGCYHIR|

' Faroe Islands, Ghana, Indonesia, Kiribati, Namibia, Norway, Palau, Solomon Islands and Sri Lanka
supported the deciaration on 15. October 2018 on the occasion of the Large Ocean Nations Forum on
Transnational Organized Fishenes Crime and the 4th Infernational FishCrime Symposium convened
atthe UN Cay in Copenhagen. Support has subsequently been given by Ministers of: Timor Leste {17,
December 2018), Mozambigque (24. January 2019), Benin {19, February 2019), Liberia (20. February
2019), Greenland (25. February 2019), Maldives (16. Apnl 2019), Chile (21. August 2019), Marshall
Islands (30. August 2019), South Africa (22. October 2019). Nauru {24.October 2018), Myanmar (24,
Uctober 2019}, Sic lomé and Principe (24. October 2019), Mexico {24. October 2019), Fij (24.
October 2019), Phikppines (11. November 2019), Costa Rica (13. November 2019), Scotiand (25.
November 2019), Iceland (27. November 2019), Seychelles (24, February 2020), Panama (3.
December 2020), Nicaragua (3. December 2020), Uruguay (10. December 2020), Honduras (21
December 2020), Cofombia (25. February 2021), Cape Verde Islands (29. March 2021), Brazil (22.
April 2021)

7 Document reference E/CN 15/2017/CRP 3 and accessable on:

http://www.unodc.org/documents/commissions/CCPCICCPCJ_Sesslons/CCPCJ_26/E_CN15_2017_
CRP3_e_\V1703449 pdf
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The international declaration on

transnational organized crime in the global fishing
industry

We, the Ministers of Benin, Brazil, Cape Verde Islands, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Faroe
Islands, Fiji, Ghana, Greenland, Honduras, Iceland, Indonesia, Kiribati, Liberia, Maldives,
Marshall Islands, Mexico, Mozambigue, Myanmar, Namibia, Naury, Nicaragua, Norway,
Palau, Panama, Philippines, Sao Tomé and Principe, Scotland, Seychelles, Solomon
Islands, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Timor Leste, Uruguay;

Encourages other Ministers to support this non-legally binding declaration.

Notes the recommendations and the outcome of the 2nd International Symposium on
Fisheries Cnime held in Yogyakarta, Indonesia 10, — 11. October 2016 which was
published by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime at the occasion of the
United Nations Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice during its
twenty-sixth session in Vienna 22. - 26. May 2017 ¢,

Recognize that our countries are dependent on the sea and its resources and the
opportunities it holds for the economy, food and well-being of our population and we
are determined to support a healthy and thriving fishing industry that is based on fair
competition and the sustainable use of the ocean.

Are committed to work towards the fulfilment of the UN Sustainable Development
Goals particularly in relation to Goal 14 on “Life Below Water” and Goal 16 on
“Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions.”

Are convinced that there is a need for the world community to recognize the
existence of transnational organized crime in the global fishing industry and that this
activity has a serious effect on the economy, distorts markets, harms the environment
and undermines human rights.

Recognize that this transnational activity includes crimes committed through the
whole fisheries supply and value chain which includes illegal fishing. corruption, tax
and customs fraud, money laundering, embezzlement, document fraud and human
trafficking.

Recognize further the inter-continental flow of illegal fish products, illicit money and
human trafficking victims in transnational organized crime cases in the global fishing
industry and that all regions of the world need to cooperate when investigating such
acts

Are convinced that inter-agency cooperation between relevant governmental
agencies Is essential at a national, regional and international level in order to prevent,

combat and eradicate transnational organized crime in the global fishing industry,

Are also convinced that there is a need for international cooperation and that
developing countries are particularly affected.
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Recognize the particular vulnerability of small-island developing states and other
Large Ocean Nations of the impact of transnational organized crime in the global
fishing industry.

Are also convinced the need for continuous support on the highest level and the
necessity for awareness raising on these issues through events such as the
International FishCrime Symposium.

Confirmation of support of this declaration

Country: JAama rc A

<.
Name of Minister/representative: Hm' A MD‘—&] = naw

Signature

Date

Additional inf ) ‘
: \
Name of contact person: bQ- AV Ing Bfu’ﬁm /

Phone and email address: 2374 282~ FF |7 SQVW- be (hm\\j@ Mm-aowd By

! Faroe Islands, Ghana, Indonesia, Kinbati, Namibia, Norway, Palau, Solomon Islands and Sri Lanka
suppoerted the declaration on 15. October 2018 on the occasion of the Large Ocean Nations Forum on
Transnational Organized Fisheries Crime and the 4th Intemational FishCrime Symposium convened
at the UN City in Copenhagen, Support has subsequently beeen given by Ministers of: Timor Leste {17.
December 2018), Mozambique (24. January 2019), Benin ( 19. February 2019), Liberia (20. February
2019), Greenland (25, February 2019), Maldives (16. April 2019), Chile (21, Augusl 2019), Marshall
Islands (30. August 2019), South Africa (22. October 2019), Nauru (24 October 2019), Myanmar (24.
October 2019), S0 Tomé and Principe (24, October 2019), Mexico (24, October 2019), Fiji (24,
October 2019), Philippines (11. November 2019), Costa Rica (13. November 2019), Scotland (25.
November 2019), lceland (27. November 2019), Seychelles (24. February 2020), Panama (3.
December 2020), Nicaragua (3. December 2020), Uruguay (10. December 2020), Honduras (21
December 2020), Colombia (25. February 2021), Cape Verde Islands (29. March 2021 ). Brazil (22.
April 2021)

? Document reference E/CN, 15/2017/CRP.3 and accessable on:

http:/wwwe.unode. orgidocuments/commissions/CCPCJ/CCPCJ_Sessions/CCPCJ_26/E_CN15_2017
CRP3_e_V1703449.pdf
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MONTSERRAT

The international declaration on

transnational organized crime in the global fishing
industry

We, the Ministers of Benin, Brazil, Cape Verde Islands, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Faroe
Islands, Fiji, Ghana, Greenland, Honduras, Iceland, Indonesia, Kiribati, Liberia, Maldives,
Marshall Islands, Mexico, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nauru, Nicaragua, Norway,
Palau, Panama, Philippines, Sdo Tomé and Principe, Scotland, Seychelles, Solomon
Islands, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Timor Leste, Uruguay',

Encourages other Ministers to support this non-legally binding declaration.

Notes the recommendations and the outcome of the 2nd International Symposium on
Fishenies Crime held in Yogyakarta, Indonesia 10. - 11. October 2016 which was
published by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime at the occasion of the
United Nations Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice during its
twenty-sixth session in Vienna 22. — 26. May 2017 *.

Recognize that our countries are dependent on the sea and its resources and the
opportunities it holds for the economy, food and well-being of our population and we
are determined to support a healthy and thriving fishing industry that is based on fair
competition and the sustainable use of the ocean,

Are committed to work towards the fulfilment of the UN Sustainable Development
Goals particularly in relation to Goal 14 on "Life Below#\later“ and Goal 16 on
“Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions.” :

Are convinced that there is a need for the world community to recognize the
existence of transnational organized crime in the global fishing industry and that this
activity has a serous effect on the economy, distorts markets, harms the environment
and undermines human rights.

Recognize that this transnational activity includes crimes committed through the
whole fisheries supply and value chain which includes illegal fishing, corruption, tax
and customs fraud, money laundering, embezzlement, document fraud and human
trafficking.

Recognize further the inter-continental flow of illegal fish products, illicit money and
human trafficking victims in transnational organized crime cases in the global fishing
industry and that all regions of the world need to cooperate when investigating such
acts

Are convinced that inter-agency cooperation between relevant governmental
agencies is essential at a national, regional and international level in order to prevent,
combat and eradicate transnational organized crime in the global fishing industry,

Are also convinced that there is a need for international cooperation and that
developing countries are particularly affected.
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Recognize the particular vulnerability of small-island developing states and other
Large Ocean Nations of the impact of transnational organized crime in the global
fishing industry.

Are also convinced the need for continuous support on the highest level and the
necessity for awareness raising on these issues through events such as the
International FishCrime Symposium.

Confirmation of support of this declaration

Country: f/l D ,U/]—Se M_A = 1

Name of Minister/representative: ( ,{é}\') sTON éu, PAoN G

Sign
Date JZi- loé ;;02/

Additional information:
Name of contact person: (R BNTSON BuRoNGE, ALWYN RonTEEN

2 - buffonge Cc P gov.ms
Phone and email address: bby-ql-203S u%b;\as.,_q ) m% port.IC. L

' Faroe Islands, Ghana, Indonesia, Kiribati, Namibia, Norway, Palau, Solomon Islands and Sri Lanka
supported the declaration on 15. October 2018 on the occasion of the Large Ocean Nations Forurn on
Transnational Organized Fishenes Cnime and the 4th International FishCrime Symposium convened
at the UN City in Copenhagen. Support has subsequently been given by Ministers of: Timor Leste (17.
December 2018), Mozambique (24. January 2019), Benin (19, February 2019), Liberia (20. February
2019), Greenland (25. February 2019), Maldives (16. April 2019), Chile (21. August 2019), Marshall
Islands (30. August 2019), South Africa (22. October 2019), Nauru (24.October 2019), Myanmar (24,
October 2019), Sdo Tomé and Principe (24. October 2019), Mexico (24. October 2019), Fiji (24.
October 2019), Philippines (11, November 2019), Costa Rica (13. November 2018), Scotland (25.
November 2019), Iceland (27. November 2019), Seychelles (24. February 2020), Panama (3.
December 2020), Nicaragua (3. December 2020), Uruguay {10. December 2020), Honduras (21.
December 2020), Colombia (25. February 2021), Cape Verde Islands (29. March 2021), Brazil (22.
April 2021)

* Document reference E/CN.15/2017/CRP.3 and accessable on:

http:/fwww.unodc.org/documents/commissions/CCPCJ/CCPCJ_Sessions/CCPCJ_26/E_CN15_2017_
CRP3_e_V1703449.pdf
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SAINT KITTS AND NEVIS

The international declaration on

transnational organized crime in the global fishing
industry

We, the Ministers of Benin, Brazil, Cape Verde Islands, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Faroe
Islands, Fiji, Ghana, Greenland, Honduras, lceland, Indonesia, Kinbkati, Libena, Maldives,
Marzhall Islands, Mexico, Mozambigue, Myanmar, Mamibia, Nauru, Nicaragua, Morway,
Palau, Panama, Philippines, S&o Tomé and Principe, Scotland, Seychelles, Solomaon
Islands, South Africa, Sr Lanka, Timor Leste, Uruguay?,

Encourages other Ministers to support this non-legally kinding declaration.

Motes the recommendations and the outcome of the 2nd Infernational Symposium on
Fishernes Crime held in Yogyakarta, Indonesia 10. — 11. October 2016 which was
published by the United Mations Office on Drugs and Crime at the occasion of the
United Mations Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice during its
twenty-sixth session in Vienna 22 — 26. May 2017 2.

Recognize that our countries are dependent on the sea and its resources and the
opportunities it holds for the economy, food and well-being of our population and we:
are determined to support a healthy and thriving fishing indusiry that is based on fair
competition and the sustainable use of the ocean.

Are committed to work towards the fulfilment of the UN Sustainable Development
Goals particularly in relation to Goal 14 on “Life Below Water® and Goal 16 on
“Peace, Justice and Strong Insitutions.”

Are convinced that there iz a need for the world community to recognize the
existence of fransnational organized crime in the global fishing industry and that this
activity has a serious effect on the economy, distorts markets, harms the environment
and undermines human rights.

Recognize that thiz transnational activity includes crimes committed through the
whole fishenes supply and value chain which includes illegal fishing, cormuption, tax
and customs fraud, money laundering, embezzlement, document fraud and human
trafficking.

Recognize further the inter-continental flow of illegal fish products, illicit money and
human trafficking viciims in transnaticnal organized crime cases in the global fishing
industry and that all regicns of the world need to cooperate when investigating such
acts

Are convinced that inter-agency cooperation between relevant governmental
agencies is essential at a national, regional and international level in order to prevent,
combat and eradicate transnational organized crime in the global fishing industry,

Are also convinced that there is a need for intemiational cooperation and that
developing countries are pariiculary affected.
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Recognize the particular vulnerability of small-island developing states and other
Large Ocean Nations of the impact of transnational organized crime in the global
fishing industry.

Are also convinced the need for continuous support on the highest level and the
necessity for awareness raising on these issues through events such as the
International FishCrime Symposium.

Confirmation of support of this declaration

contr punsr Chosssophesand Newis

Name of Minister/representative:
—

Additional in s

Name of contact person:

Phone and email address:

' Faroe Islands, Ghana, Indonesia, Kiribati, Namibia, Norway, Palau, Solomon Islands and Sri Lanka
supported the declaration on 15. October 2018 on the occasion of the Large Ocean Nafions Forum on
Transnational Organized Fisheries Crime and the 4th intermational FishCrime Symposium convened
atthe UN City in Copenhagen. Support has subsequently been given by Ministers of- Timor Leste (17,
December 2018), Mozambique (24. January 2019), Benin (19. February 2019), Liberia (20 February
2019), Greenland (25. February 2019), Maldives (16. April 2019), Chile (21. August 2019), Marshall
Islands (30. August 2019), South Africa (22, October 2019), Nauru (24.October 2019), Myanmar (24.
October 2019), S0 Tomé and Principe (24, October 2019), Mexico (24. October 2019), Fiji (24.
October 2019), Philippines (11. November 2018), Costa Rica (13. November 2018), Scotland (25.
November 2019), Iceland (27. November 2019), Seychelles (24. February 2020), Panama (3.
December 2020), Nicaragua (3. December 2020), Uruguay (10. December 2020), Honduras (21.
December 2020), Colombia (25. February 2021), Cape Verde Islands (29. March 2021), Brazil (22,
April 2021)

? Document reference E/CN.15/2017/CRP.3 and accessable on:

http:/Awww.unode.orgidocuments/commissions/CCPCJ/CCPCJ_Sessions/CCPCJ_26/E_CN15_2017_
CRP3_e_V1703449 pdf
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SAINT LUCIA

The international declaration on

transnational organized crime in the global fishing
industry

We, the Ministers of Benin, Brazil, Cape Yerde Islands, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Faroe
Islands, Fiji, Ghana, Greenland, Honduras, lceland, Indonesia, Kinbati, Libera, Maldives,
Marzhall Islands, Mexico, Mozambigue, Myanmar, Mamibia, Nauru, Nicaragua, Morway,
Palau, Panama, Philippines, S&o Tomé and Principe, Scotland, Seychelles, Solomon
Islands, South Africa, Sr Lanka, Timor Leste, Uruguay?,

Encourages other Ministers to support thiz non-legally binding declaration.

Motes the recommendations and the outcome of the 2nd Infernational Symposium on
Fisheres Crime held in Yogyakarta, Indonesia 10. — 11. October 2016 which was
published by the United Mations Office on Drugs and Crime at the occasion of the
United Mations Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice during its
twenty-sixth session in Vienna 22. — 26. May 2017 .

Recognize that our countries are dependent on the sea and its resources and the
opportunities it holds for the economy, food and well-being of our population and we:
are determined to support a healthy and thriving fishing indusiry that is based on fair
competition and the sustainable use of the ocean.

Are committed to work towards the fulfilment of the UN Sustainable Development
Goals particularly in relation to Goal 14 on “Life Below Water® and Goal 16 on
“Peace, Justice and Strong Insitutions.”

Are convinced that there iz a need for the world community to recognize the
existence of fransnational organized crime in the global fishing industry and that this
activity has a senous effect on the economy, distorts markets, harms the environment
and undermines human rights.

Recognize that thiz transnational activity includes crimes committed through the
whole fisheres supply and value chain which includes illegal fishing, cormuption, tax
and customs fraud, money laundering, embezzlement, document fraud and human
trafficking.

Recognize further the inter-continental flow of illegal fish products, illicit money and
human trafficking vicims in transnaticnal organized crime cases in the global fishing
industry and that all regicns of the world need to cooperate when investigating such
acts

Are convinced that inter-agency cooperation between relevant governmental
agencies is essential at a national, regional and international level in order to prevent,
combat and eradicate transnational organized crime in the global fishing industry,

Are also convinced that there is a need for intemiational cooperation and that
developing countries are pariculary affected.
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y

4
/ Recognize the particular vulnerability of small-island developing states and other
Large Ocean Nations of the impact of transnational organized crime in the global
fishing industry.

Are also convinced the need for continuous support on the highest level and the
necessity for awareness raising on these issues through events such as the
International FishCnme Symposium.

Confirmation of support of this declaration

Country: 61 : LU« c\A

Name of Minister/representative: A ‘,F Z.Eﬂ (17 44 al c(f\ Q 5?0 AR

ot

Signature

Date G{'/!O @02/

Name of contact person:

Phone and email address:

! Farce lslands, Ghana, Indonesia, Kiribati, Namibia, Norway, Palau, Solomon Islangs and Sn Lanka
supported the declaration on 15. October 2018 on the occasion of the Large Ocean Nations Forum on
Transnational Organized Fisheries Crime and the 4th Inferrsational FishCrime Symposium convened
at the UN City in Copenhagen. Support has subsequently been given by Ministers of. Timor Leste (17,
December 2018), Mozambigue (24. January 2019), Benin (19. February 2019), Liberia (20. Fabruary
2019), Greendand (25. February 2019), Maldives (16. April 2019), Chile (21, August 2019), Marshall
Islands (30. August 2019), South Africa (22. October 2019), Nauru (24.Oclober 2019), Myanmar (24,
October 2019), Sio Tomeé and Principe (24. October 2019), Mexico (24. October 2019), Fiji (24.
Oclober 2019), Philippines (11. November 2019), Costa Rica {13, November 2019), Scotland {25,
November 2019), Iceland (27. November 2019), Seycheles (24. February 2020), Panama (3.
December 2020), Nicaragua (3. December 2020), Uruguay (10. December 2020), Honduras (21,
December 2020), Colombia (25. February 2021), Cape Verde Iskands (29, March 2021), Brazil (22,

Aprii 2021)
< Document reference E/CN.15/2017/CRP.3 and accessable on:

hittp //www.unodc. org/documents/commissions/CCPCJ/ICCPCJ_Sassions/CCPCJ_26/E_CN15_2017
CRP3_e_V1703449.pdf
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SAINT VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES

The international declaration on

transnational organized crime in the global fishing
industry

We, the Ministers of Benin, Brazil, Cape Yerde Islands, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Faroe
Islands, Fiji, Ghana, Greenland, Honduras, |celand, Indonesia, Kirbati, Liberia, Maldives,
Marzhall Islands, Mexico, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nauru, Nicaragua, Norway,
Palau, Panama, Philippines, S&o Tomé and Principe, Scotland, Seychelles, Solomon
Islands, South Africa, S Lanka, Timor Leste, Uruguay?;

Encourages other Ministers to support this non-legally binding declaration.

Motes the recommendations and the cutcome of the 2nd Infernational Sympasium on
Fisheres Crime held in Yogyakarta, Indonesia 10. — 11. October 2016 which was
published by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime at the occasion of the
United Mations Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice during its
twenty-sixth session in Vienna 22_ — 26. May 2017 2.

Recognize that our countries are dependent on the sea and its resources and the
opportunities it holds for the economy, food and well-being of our population and we
are determined to support a healthy and thriving fishing industry that is based on fair
competition and the sustainable use of the ocean.

Are committed to work towards the fulfilment of the UN Sustainable Development
Goals particulary in relation to Goal 14 on “Life Below Water™ and Goal 16 on
“Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions.”

Are convinced that there is a need for the world community to recognize the
existence of transnational organized crime in the global fishing industry and that this
activity has a senous effect on the economy, distorts markets, harms the environment
and undermines human rights.

Recognize that this transnational activity includes crimes committed through the
whole fisheries supply and value chain which includes illegal fishing, corruption, tax
and customs fraud, money laundering, embezzlement, document fraud and human
trafficking.

Recognize further the inter-continental flow of illegal fish products, illicit money and
human trafficking victims in fransnational organized crime cases in the global fishing
industry and that all regicns of the world need to cooperate when investigating such
acts

Are convinced that inter-agency cooperation between relevant governmental
agencies is essential at a national, regional and intermational level in order to prevent,
combat and eradicate transnaticnal organized crime in the global fishing industry,

Are alzo convinced that there is a need for intemational cooperation and that
developing countries are particularty affected.
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FRecognize the particular vulnerability of small-island developing states and other
Large Ccean Mations of the impact of transnational crganized crime in the global

fishing industry.

Are also convinced the need for continuous support on the highest level and the
necessity for awareness raising on these issues through events such as the
International FishCrime Symposium.

Confirmation of support of this declaration
Country: St Vincent and the Grenadines

Mame of Ministerrepresentative: Hon Saboto Scofield Caesar

¥

ch
P ey ~ =R
. LYK T GREMZ
Signature —SENTET

Date: ™ October, 2021

Additional information:
Mame of contact person: Hon.Saboto S. Caesar
Phone and email address: 784 4562349784 528 6201

E-mail: minizecpe@gmail com/minsecpec2@gmail com

' Faroe Islands, Ghana, Indonesia, Kirbati, Mamibia, Norway, Palau, Solomen Islamds and S Lanka
supported the declaration on 15. October 2018 on the cccasion of the Large Ocean Nafions Forum on
Tranznational Organized Fizheries CGame and the 4th Infemnafional FishCrime Symposium convened
at thie UM City in Copenhagen. Support has subsequently been given by Ministers of: Timor Leste (17.
December 2018), Mozambique (24. January 20183), Benin (19, February 2018}, Libera (20. February
2019), Greenland (25. February 2018), Maldives (16. April 2019), Chile (21. August 2019), Marshall
Islands (30. August 2018), South Africa (22. October 2018), Mawnu (24.October 201 8), Myanmar (24
October 2019), S350 Tomé and Principe (24, October 2019), Mesico (24. October 2018), Fiji (24.
Oectober 2015), Philippines (11. Movember 2018), Costa Rica (13. November 2019), Scotland (25.
Mowvember 2019), leeland (27, November 2018), Seychelles (24. February 2020}, Panama (3.
December 2020), Micaragua (3. December 2020}, Uruguay (10. Decamber 2020}, Homduras {21.
December 2020), Colombia (25. February 2021), Cape Verde Islands (28. March 2021}, Brazil (22

April 2021)
? Document reference E/CN.152017/CRP.2 and accessable on:

httpeifwww.unodec.org/documentsicommissions/CCPCMCCPC)_Sessions/CCPC)_28/E_CH15_2017_
CRP3_e_ V17034408 pdf

104



Report of the CRFM Ministerial Council Meeting on lllegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing
and Transnational Organized Crime in the Fishing Industry, 4 October 2021

The international declaration on

transnational organized crime in the global fishing
industry

We, the Ministers of Benin, Brazil, Cape Verde Islands, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Faroe
Islands, Fiji, Ghana, Greenland, Honduras, Iceland, Indenesia, Kiribati, Liberia, Maldives,
Marshall Islands, Mexico, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nauru, Nicaragua, Norway,
Palau, Panama, Philippines, Sao Tome and Principe, Scotland, Seychelles, Solomon
Islands, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Timor Leste, Uruguay’;

Encourages other Ministers to support this non-legally binding declaration.

Notes the recommendations and the outcome of the 2nd international Symposium on
Fishenes Crime held in Yogyakarta, Indonesia 10. - 11. October 2016 which was
published by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime at the cccasion of the
United Nations Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice during its
twenty-sixth session in Vienna 22. - 26. May 2017 2

Recognize that our countries are dependent on the sea and its resources and the
opportunities it holds for the economy. food and well-being of our population and we
are determined to support a healthy and thriving fishing industry that is based on fair
competition and the sustainable use of the ocean

Are committed to work towards the fulfilment of the UN Sustainable Development
Goats particularly in relation to Goal 14 on "Life Below Water” and Geal 18 on
"Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions.”

Are convinced that there is a need for the world community to recognize the
existence of transnational organized crime in the global fishing industry and that this
activity has a serious effect on the economy, distorts markets, harms the environment
and undermines human rights.

Recognize that this transnational activity includes crimes committed through the
whole fisheries supply and value chain which includes iflegal fishing, corruption, tax
and customs fraud, meney laundering, embezzlement, document fraud and human
trafficking.

Recognize further the inter-continental flow of illegal fish products, illicit money and
human trafficking victims in tranenational organized crime cases in the global fishing
industry and that all regions of the world need to cooperate when investigating such
acts

Are convinced that inter-agency cooperation between relevant governmental
agencies is essential at a national, regional and international level in order to prevent,

combat and eradicate transnational organized crime in the global fishing industry,

Are atso convinced that there is a need for international cooperation and that
developing countries are particularly affected.
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Recognize the particular vulnerability of small-island developing states and other
Large Ocean Nations of the impact of transnational organized crime in the global
fishing industry,

Are also convinced the need for continucus support on the highest level and the
necessity for awareness raising on these issues through events such as the
International FishCrime Symposium.

Confirmation of support of this declaration

Country: The Republic of Suriname

Name of Minister/representative: Ing. Parmanand Sewdien/;‘_,,- —
&

/ ~.

II >

( /

Signaturs o

Date: October 4th 2021

agditional information:

Name of contact person: Mrs, Mr. Parveen Amritpersad

597-8637090 / 597-472233
parveenamritpersad®gmail.com

Phone and email address:

! Faroe Islands, Ghana, Indonesia, Kiribati, Namibea, Norway, Palau. Solomon Islands and Sri Lanka
supported the declaration on 15. October 2018 on the cccasion of the Large Ocean Nations Forum on
Transnational Organized Fishenes Cnme and the 4th Intemational FishCrime Symposium convened
atthe UN City in Copenhagen. Support has subsequently been given by Ministers of: Timor Leste (17.
December 2018). Mozambique (24. January 2019), Benin {(19. February 2019), Liberia {20. February
201%), Greenland (25. February 2019), Maldives {16, April 2019), Chile (21. August 2018), Marshall
Islands (3N. August 2018), South Africa (22, October 2019), Naury (24 October 2019), Myanmar (24.
October 2019), S&0 Tomeé and Principe (24. October 2019), Mexico (24. October 2019), Fiji (24.
October 2019), Philippines (11. November 2019), Costa Rica (13. November 2018), Scotiand (25.
November 2019), Icetand (27. November 2018), Seychelles (24. February 2020), Panama (3.
December 2020), Nicaragua (3. December 2020), Uruguay {10. December 2020), Honduras (21
Dece;nber 2020), Colombia (25. February 2021), Cape Verde Islands (29, March 2021), Brazil (22,
April 2021)

2 Document reference E/CN.15/2017/CRP.3 and accessable on:

hitp:/Mveve unodc erg/documents/commissions!CCPCUMCCPCJ_Sessons!CCPCJ_26/E_CN15_2017_
CRP3_e_\1703449.pdf
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

The international declaration on

transnational organized crime in the global fishing
industry

We, the Ministers of Benin, Brazil, Cape Verde Islands, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Faroe
Islands, Fiji, Ghana, Greenland, Honduras, Iceland, Indonesia, Kiribat, Liberia, Maldives,
Marshall Islands, Mexico, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nauru, Nicaragua, Norway,
Palau, Panama, Philippines, Sdo Tome and Principe, Scotland, Seychelles, Solomon
Islands, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Timor Leste, Uruguay®;

Encourages other Ministers to support this non-legally binding declaration.

Notes the recommendations and the outcome of the 2nd International Symposium on
Fisheries Crime held in Yogyakarta, Indonesia 10. - 11, October 2016 which was
published by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime at the occasion of the
United Nations Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice during its
twenty-sixth session in Vienna 22. — 26. May 2017 =,

Recognize that our countries are dependent on the sea and its resources and the
opportunities it holds for the economy, food and well-being of our population and we
are determined to support a healthy and thriving fishing industry that is based on fair
competition and the sustainable use of the ocean.

Are committed to work towards the fulfiment of the UN Sustainable Development
Goals particularly in relation to Goal 14 on "Life Below Water" and Goal 16 on
“Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions.”

Are convinced that there is a need for the world community to recognize the
existence of transnational organized crime in the global fishing industry and that this
activity has a serious effect on the economy, distorts markets, harms the environment
and undermines human rights,

Recognize that this transnational activity includes crimes committed through the
whole fisheries supply and value chain which includes illegal fishing, corruption, tax
and customs fraud, money laundering, embezzlement, document fraud and human
trafficking.

Recognize further the inter-continental flow of illegal fish products, lllicit money and
human trafficking victims in transnational organized crime cases in the global fishing
industry and that all regions of the world need to cooperate when investigating such
acts

Are convinced that inter-agency cooperation between relevant governmental
agencies is essential at a national, regional and international level in order to prevent,
combat and eradicate transnational organized crime in the global fishing industry,

Are also convinced that there is a need for international cooperation and that
developing countries are particularly affected.
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Recognize the particular vulnerability of small-island developing states and other
Large Ocean Nations of the impact of transnational organized crime in the global
fishing industry.

Are also convinced the need for continuous support on the highest level and the
necessity for awareness raising on these issues through events such as the
International FishCrime Symposium.

Confirmation of support of this declaration

Country: Qg?ueuc of TawiDaAd AnNd T°3'“3°

Name of Minister/representative: CoAEENCE £ AmBuARAT

e

Signature

Date 27 SePicmief 2oz

itional information:
HONOLRABL MINISTER

Name of contact person: MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, LAND & FISHERIES

Phone and email address:

1 Faroe Islands, Ghana, Indonesia, Kiribati, Namibia, Norway, Palau, Solomon Islands and Sri Lanka
supported the declaration on 15. October 2018 on the occasion of the Large Ocean Nations Forum on
Transnational Organized Fisheries Crime and the 4th International FishCrime Symposfum convened
at the UN City in Copenhagen. Support has subsequently been given by Ministers of: Timor Leste (17
December 2018). Mozambique (24. January 2018), Benin (19. February 2019), Liberia (20. February
2019), Greenland (25. February 2019), Maldives (16, April 2019), Chile (21. August 2019), Marshall
Islands (30, August 2019), Scuth Africa (22. October 2019), Nauru (24.October 2018), Myanmar (24.
October 2019), S30 Tome and Principe (24. October 2019), Mexico (24. October 2019), Fiji (24.
October 2018), Philippines (11. November 20198), Costa Rica (13. November 2019), Scotland (25.
November 2019), Iceland (27. November 2018), Seychelles (24, February 2020), Panama (3.
December 2020), Nicaragua (3. December 2020), Uruguay (10. December 2020), Honduras (21
December 2020), Colombia (25. February 2021), Cape Verde Islands (29. March 2021), Brazil (22.
April 2021)

2 Document reference E/CN.15/2017/CRP.3 and accessable on:

http:/Awww unodc. org/documents/commissions/CCPCJCCPCJ_Sessions/CCPCJ_26/E_CN15_2017_
CRP3_e_\/1703449.pdf
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THE TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS

The international declaration on

transnational organized crime in the global fishing
industry

We. the Ministers of Benin, Brazil, Cape Verde Islands, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Faroe
Islands, Fijl. Ghana, Greenland, Honduras, iceland, Indonesia, Kiribati, Libena, Maldives,
Marshall 'slzrds, Mexico, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nauru, Nicaragua, Norway,
Palau, Panama, Philippines, S&o Tomé and Principe, Scotland, Seychelles, Solomon Islands,
South Africa, Sri Lanka, Timor Leste, Uruguay";

Encourages other Ministers to support this non-legally binding declaration.

Notes the recommendations and the outcome of the 2nd Intemational Sympasium on
Fishenes Cnme held in Yogyakarta, Indonesia 10, — 11. October 2016 which was
publihed by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime at the occasion of the
Jnited Nations Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice during its
twenty-sixth session in Vienna 22, - 26. May 2017 ?

Recegnize that our countries are dependent on the sea and |ts resources and the
OP) “ities it holds for the economy, food and well-being of our population and we
are stermined to support a healthy and thriving fishing industry that is based on fair
sompstition and the sustainable use of the ocean.

mittad to wark towards the fulfiiment of the UN Sustainable Development Goals
=-tizularly in relation to Goal 14 on “Life Below Water” and Geal 16 on “Peace, Justice
2:-5ng Institutions *

‘re convineed that there is a naed for the world community to recognize the existence
f -=tonal erganized crime in the global fishing industry and that this activity has

effect on the economy, distorts markets, harms the environment and
nas human rights

»& that this fransnational activity includes crimes committed through the whole
fisheros supply and value chain which includes lllegal fishing, corruption, tax and
fraud, money laundering, embezziement, document fraud and human

s further the inter-continentzl flow of lllegal fish products, illicit money and
jmar irafficking victims in transnational organized crime cases In the global fishing
and that all regions of the world need to cooperate when investigating such

Jinced that inier-agency cooperation between relevant governmental agencies
s cosential at @ nationas, regional and international level in order to prevent, combat
and e adicale transnatonal organized crime in the global fishing industry,

Are also convinced that there is a need for international cooperation and that
developing countries are particularly affected

00
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Recognze the particular vulnerability of smalk-island developing states and other Large
QOcean Nations of the impact of transnational organized crime in the global fishing
ndu‘s'.-",h

Are aiso convinced the need for continucus support on the highest level and the
necessty for awareness raising on these issues through events such as the
Interational FishCrime Symposium.

Confirmation of support of this declaration

| Country: Turhs and Caicos Islands

Name of Minister/representative: Hon. Josephine Olivia Connolly
Minister of Tourism, Agriculture, Fisheries, Heritage, Religious Affairs and the Environment

Signature / % g///l A D_/aa
o 77 AeTBter 202/

Additiona’ information:

Name of comagt person: Thecla S. Joseph: Director,
Fishenes and Marine Resource Management

Fnone and & ail address: 1(649) 338 4182/342 482

E-mail: isjoseph@gov.tc

'Farce lLundn Gnana, Indonesia, Kiribati, Namiba, Narway, Palau, Solomon Islands and Sri Lanka
supporied [he “eclaration on 15. October 2018 on the occasion of the Large Ocean Nalions Forum on
Trapsoalionz o ganized Fishenes Crime and the 4ih International FishCrime Symposium convened at
tne UN City in Copenhagen. Support has subsequently been given by Mnisters of, Timor Leste (17,
December 20°0). Mazambique (24. January 2019), Benin (19. February 2019), Liberia (20, February
2019). Ceaanlnnd (25 Febrary 2019), Maldives (16. April 2018), Chile (21. August 2018), Marshall

Lsxa we (00 Sugust 2019), Soutn Afrce (22 Octeber 2018), Nauru (24.0ctober 2019), Myanmar (24,
A_-;v.cpe: =010) Sao Tomé and Pancipe (24. October 2019), Mexico (24. October 2019). Fiji (24. October
2078), Fripoines (11, November 2019), Costa Rica (13. November 2019), Scotland (25. November

2019) lecard (27 November 2019), Seychelles (24. Febeuary 2020), Panama (3. December 2020),
Nicaraguas (0 Decernber 2020), Uruguay (10, December 2020), Honduras (21. December 2020),

Colombls (75 Tobruary 2021), Cape Verde Islands (29, March 2021), Brazil (22. April 2021)
Documen r='c 2nce E/CN 152017/CRP.3 and accessable on;

hisp et argrdocuments/commissions/CCPCINCCPCJ_Sessions/CCPCJ_26/E_CN15_2017_

CRP3_e_V1703449 pdf
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PRESENTATION ON THE BLUE JUSTICE INITIATIVE

Norwegian Ministry of Trade,
Industry and Fisheries

The Blue Justice Initiative

Gunnar Stolsvik, Specialist Director

Blue Justice

Launched during Our Ocean in Oslo in 2019

=
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What is the Blue Justice Initiative?

« The Blue Justice Initiative sets out to assist developing
countries to operationalise the Copenhagen Declaration.

« The initiative supports a number of projects which together
works towards fulfilling the vision of the initiative which is:

Towards a sustainable and fair blue
economy free from fisheries crime

MNorwegian Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries

Towards a sustainable and fair blue
economy free from fisheries crime

Blue Resilience Project lue Fairness

i@? : ; U;\‘%BC @IOM Blue enforcement
NI Organizat UN MIGRATION
N
)
U]
Blue Justice Communi S
D] P b UNODC

Blue Justice
(@) International Tracking

BarentsWatch Center .

E’E.h]
. Norwegian Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries
3 4
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Digital portal — Blue Justice Community

» Home Activities Resources About Q

Coming soon: new vessel tracking
feature

AIS maps of vessel movement in your area, providing an overview
of vessel activity, including by type (fishing, cargo, tanker, sailing,
government operations, pleasure craft, law enforcement, etc). A
useful tool to identify and track maritime activity in your zone. Stay
tuned for more!

% 3 -

Jacob Said

® Create new

v
Get inspired Engage with Starta
Cura(s-dfgsowce material to colleagues conversation
inspire independent and > o
accompanied learning at Join an existing activity that Create your own activity on é
Resources. discusses your region and/or topic of your choice and
. field of expertise from our list invite colleagues to join.
. Norwegian Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries
> Home Activities Resources About Q

= ' Gunnar Stalsvik
Another issue that might be interesting for you is tracking of fishing vessels. As you might know, the

International Blue Justice Tracking Center has been established. To give you an idea, | have added a map
(- showing global tuna fishing activities in 2020.

‘ Tdensity plott activity tuna fishing vessel in 2020.JPGees

definitely be appreciated. However it is important to note
F's and the ability to keep track of their activities outside of the

B Posts @

Documents

hIS and this presents a challenge.

’. Participants

. Norwegian Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries
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Blue Justice International Tracking Center

. Norwegian Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries

. Norwegian Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries
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. Norwegian Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries

One Ocean Expedition

. Norwegian Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries
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Norwegian Ministry of Trade,
Industry and Fisheries

www.bluejustice.org
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APPENDIX V

CRFM Ministerial Council Resolution
No. MC 15(6) of 2021

CREM

-

CARIBBEAN REGIONAL FISHERIES MECHANISM
MINISTERIAL COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS

21 May 2021

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE

Fifteenth Meeting of the Ministerial Council of the
Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism

Friday, 21 May 2021

Honourable Saboto Caesar

Chairman, CRFM Ministerial Council
(Minister of Agriculture, Forestry, Fisheries,
Rural Transformation, Industry and Labour
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines)
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2021 CRFM MINISTERIAL
COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE

Fifteenth Regular Meeting of the Ministerial Council of the
Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism was held virtually on
Friday, 21 May 2021

At the Meeting each of the Resolutions presented in this document was duly proposed and,
following discussion, was passed by consensus in accordance with Article 14 of the Agreement
Establishing the CRFM and Rule 24(2) of the Rules of Procedure,

SIGNED BY
Honourable Saboto Caesar
Chairman, CRFM Ministerial Council
(Minister of Agriculture, Forestry, Fisheries,
Rural Transformation, Industry and Labour
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines)
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Resolution No. MC 15 (6) of 2021

RESOLUTION REGARDING THE COPENHAGEN DECLARATION ON TRANSNATIONAL
ORGANIZED CRIME IN THE GLOBAL FISHING INDUSTRY AND THE BLUE JUSTICE
INITIATIVE

The MINISTERIAL COUNCIL:

RECOGNISING the important role of fisheries in the CARICOM region and its significant contribution to
food and nutrition security, employment, economic and the social well-being of the people of the region;

NOTING with concern that illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and transnational organized crime
in the global fishing industry constitute a serious threat to the security and sustainable use of the living
marine resources and marine biodiversity, while undermining regional and national efforts to improve
management and governance of the resources, and therefore jeopardize the food security and blue economic
development of the countries of the region;

AWARE OF the strong link between illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and transnational
organized crime globally;

RECALLING that one of the objectives of the CRFM is to promote the effective management and
sustainable development of the living marine and other aquatic resources within the jurisdiction of Member
States and an objective of the Caribbean Community Common Fisheries Policy is to prevent, deter and
eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing, including by promoting the establishment and
maintenance of effective monitoring, control, and surveillance systems;

RECALLING ALSO the Castries (St. Lucia) Declaration on lllegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing
which was adopted by the Second Special Meeting of the Ministerial Council on 28 July 2010, establishing
a regional cooperative framework to prevent, deter and eradicate lllegal, Unreported and Unregulated
Fishing in the CARICOM Member States;

RECOGNIZING the need for enhanced cooperation among States and interested intemational
organizations to continue to develop and implement effective measures and cooperative frameworks,
consistent with international law, to combat illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and transnational
organized crime in the fishing industry, and the critical need for technical assistance, technology transfer
and capacity building of CRFM States to improve monitoring, control and surveillance systems and deter,
prevent and eradicate such unlawful and criminal activities;

NOTING the Copenhagen Declaration on Transnational Organized Crime in the Global Fishing Industry
which provides a non-binding international framework for cooperation among States in order to prevent,
combat and eradicate transnational organized crime in the global fishing industry;
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NOTING WITH APPRECIATION the Blue Justice Initiative, which aims to support countries affected to
cooperate to, inter alia, improve knowledge and understanding of the dynamics of the problem, identify
appropriate countermeasures, and support developing countries to establish partnerships, build capacity and
implement countermeasures to deter, prevent and eradicate transnational organized fisheries crime;

RECALLING the High-Level Political Blue Justice Conference that was held in December 2020 and the
Statement that was delivered on behalf of the CARICOM / CRFM Member States by the then Chairman of
the Ministerial Council of the CRFM, the Honourable Ezechiel Joseph of Saint Lucia; and

RECOGNIZING the need for the CRFM Member States to cooperate with other affected countries to
improve understanding and knowledge of the problem, identify countermeasures, and build capacity to
prevent, deter and eradicate transnational organized crime in the fishing industry, in the region and globally.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Fifteenth Meeting of the Ministerial Council of the
Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism hereby:

EMPHASIZES once again its serious concern that illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and related
transnational organized crime in global fisheries constitute one of the greatest threats to fish stocks and
marine ecosystems and continue to have serious and major implications for the conservation and
management of ocean resources, as well as the food security and blue economic growth of many States,
particularly Small Island Developing States;

WELCOMES the adoption of the Copenhagen Declaration on Transnational Organized Crime in the Global
Fishing Industry and notes that it is a non-binding international framework for cooperation among States
in order to prevent, deter and eradicate transnational organized crime in the global fishing industry;

ALSO WELCOMES the Blue Justice Initiative, which is being coordinated by the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) to assist with implementation of the Declaration by, inter alia,
supporting developing countries to improve knowledge and understanding of the problem, establish
partnerships, build capacity and implement countermeasures to deter, prevent and eradicate transnational

organized crime in the fishing industry;

ACKNOWLEDGES the value of the Copenhagen Declaration on Transnational Organized Crime in the
Global Fishing Industry and the supporting Blue Justice Initiative as frameworks for international and
regional cooperation in combating transnational organized crime and the opportunities available to support
and strengthen CRFM Member States efforts in addressing these issues in the Caribbean region;

SUPPORTS the Copenhagen Declaration on Transnational Organized Crime in the Global Fishing Industry
and ENCOURAGES Ministers Responsible for Fisheries of CRFM Member States to individually support
the Declaration and convey their interest in cooperating and benefiting from the Blue Justice Initiative to
the Blue Justice Secretariat based at the Norwegian Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries which was

established to support the Declaration;
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REQUESTS that the CRFM Secretariat convey the Council’s decision to support the Declaration to the
Blue Justice Secretariat based at the Norwegian Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries;

AGREES on the next steps for supporting and implementing the Declaration:

(i) Convene a high-level, virtual ministerial conference of CRFM Member States in August or
September 2021, at which Ministers wishing to do so would sign and deliver brief statements in
support of the Declaration; The Minister Responsible for Fisheries of Norway would be invited

to participate;

(ii) Convene a regional technical meeting with fisheries and security officials from Member States
to map out the specific needs and to agree on at least one high-priority intervention that will
benefit all CREM Member States and that could be supported under the Blue Justice Initiative;

and
(iii)  Collaborate with the Blue Justice Initiative to strengthen the response of CRFM Member States

to combat Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing and organized crime in the fishing
industry, and to leverage the oppertunity for collaboration with other interested States and
organisations through strategic interventions, using technology and innovations;

AGREES that Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing and organized crime in the fishing industry
should be a standing item on the agenda of future Ministerial Council meetings, to keep the Council
informed of the progress made and to seek their guidance and continued collaboration in advancing progress
on addressing the issue;

NOTES the updates provided by the CRFM Secretariat on recent and ongoing efforts to address Illegal,
Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing and organized crime in the fishing industry, including the
Secretariat’s engagement with UNODC and US AID virtual sessions that included representatives from
CRFM Member States, CARICOM IMPACS, and the Regional Security System; and

NOTES FURTHER that the recent meeting of the Joint Regional Working Group on Illegal, Unreported
and Unregulated Fishing (a joint CRFM / WECAFC / OSPESCA Working Group) had considered the
results of a study on Member States’ readiness to implement the Regional Plan of Action on 1UU Fishing,
which could provide a point of departure for the prioritisation of interventions in support of a regional

approach to dealing with-+ unreported and unregulated fishing and organized crime in the fishing
industry.
Signed: 2z

Honourable Saboto Caesar

Chairman, CRFM Ministerial Council

Date: ZIK /7/(0'4, PN
T
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APPENDIX VI

PRESS RELEASES

CARICOM States sign International
Declaration on Transnational Organized
Crime in the Global Fishing Industry

Belize City, Friday, 8 October 2021 (CRFM PRESS RELEASE)—The Caribbean Regional Fisheries
Mechanism (CRFM), an inter-governmental organization of the Caribbean Community
(CARICOM), announced this week that several of its Member States in the CARICOM region had
signed The International Declaration on Transnational Organized Crime in the Global Fishing
Industry, also known as the ‘Copenhagen Declaration’. The countries simultaneously affirmed
their resolute support to combat illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) Fishing and
transnational organized crime in the fishing industry by supporting the Declaration and the Blue
Justice Initiative. The Initiative will help to strengthen cooperation among countries and build
capacity to address transnational organized crime in the global fishing industry and to combat lUU
Fishing.

Speaking at a regional meeting of CARICOM Ministers responsible for Fisheries and Blue Economic
Growth on Monday, 4 October 2021, Hon. Saboto S. Caesar, Chair of the CRFM Ministerial Council,
and Minister of Agriculture, Forestry, Fisheries, Rural Transformation, Industry and Labor, Saint
Vincent and the Grenadines, described the situation as “a very difficult problem,” adding that
much needs to be done to tackle this growing threat that has been undermining the progress of
the region.

“Available data indicate that IUU fishing accounts for up to 30% of the total global catch, valued
at several billions of US dollars...,” Minister Caesar said, adding that “There is a growing body of
evidence showing that drug traffickers, human traffickers, small arms traffickers, and traders in
contraband goods, among others, are using fishing as a cover to conduct their nefarious
activities.”

Minister Caesar said that the CRFM Member States are very grateful for the support and

leadership being provided by the Government of Norway in tackling the problem, through efforts
such as the Blue Justice Initiative and the Blue Resilience Project.
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“We recognize the value of the International Declaration on Transnational Organized Crime in the
global fishing industry that was done in Copenhagen, Denmark, in October 2018. It provides a solid
framework for countries like ours in the Caribbean to work together with regional and
international partners to better understand the problem, share information, and build the
necessary legal, regulatory, monitoring, control, surveillance, and enforcement capacity to defeat
and eradicate transnational organized crime and IUU fishing," Minister Caesar said.

The CRFM Ministerial Meeting was convened during the 16" Annual Caribbean Week of
Agriculture to provide an opportunity for Caribbean countries to formally express their support
by signing the declaration. Even ahead of the meeting with representatives from the Government
of Norway, the CARICOM Secretariat, and other regional and international development partners,
CRFM Member States began to express their resounding support for the instruments, and the
Ministerial Council issued a resolution after its 15th Meeting held in May 2021, setting the stage for
this week’s milestones.

Member States have attested to the monumental cost of IUU fishing to the region. Hon. Audley
Shaw, Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries, Jamaica, detailed the quantifiable cost on Jamaica’s
economy, which has lost billions of Jamaica dollars in earnings as well as thousands of jobs. The
devastation caused by IUU fishing forced a 2-year moratorium on the queen conch fishery,
implemented from 1 February 2019 to 31 March 2021, to allow the fishery time to recover.

“As it relates to queen conch fishing, it is estimated that over the last 20 years (since the year
2000), Jamaica has lost at least US$284 million due to foreign IUU fishing,” said Minister Shaw,
who provided a conservative estimate based on illegal foreign motor fishing vessels caught in
Jamaican waters and an extrapolation of the estimated average rate of poaching.

“The closure of the queen conch fishery possibly resulted in annual losses of approximately US$6
million in direct export earnings and loss of jobs for some 5,500 Jamaicans. The multiplier effect,
resulting from the loss of jobs and export earnings may be as much as US$20 million during the 2-
year period,” Minister Shaw added.

Jamaica was one of the 12 CRFM Member States which signed the Copenhagen Declaration en
bloc this week and simultaneously endorsed the Blue Justice Initiative. As of Friday, 8 October
2021, 12 CRFM Member States had deposited signed instruments with the CRFM Secretariat in
Belize City, Belize. Those Member States are The Bahamas, Belize, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica,
Montserrat, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, The
Turks and Caicos Islands, and Trinidad and Tobago.

"We need to continue to strengthen our collaboration, and | think we will begin to turn the tide
on this very difficult issue that we are dealing with—of unlawfulness in the fishing industry and
the depletion and degradation of our resources—and to sustainably use and develop these
resources for the benefit of our people,” CRFM Executive Director, Mr. Milton Haughton, said, in
addressing the Ministers.
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Mr. Haughton added that going forward, the CRFM Secretariat will be collaborating with the
UNDP and officials from Norway to organize a regional workshop involving technical officials from
the Fisheries Departments and Maritime Security Agencies from Member States and Regional
Institutions, to map out future needs and identify at least one high priority intervention to be
supported under the Blue Justice Initiative.

“This is exciting! | want to take this opportunity to thank all the countries, the Ministers, and the
Permanent Secretaries, that signed on to the declaration ... | also want to thank our colleagues
from Norway, UNDP, FAO, UNODC, as well as our regional partners: CARICOM IMPACS and the
Regional Security System (RSS) for the excellent support and collaboration," the CRFM Executive
Director said in closing the meeting.

Great international support for
Norwegian initiative against fishing
crime

Solberg Government, Ministry of Trade and Industry, Norway
Press release | Date: 05.10.2021

Norway has been the driving force behind international cooperation against fishing crime. Twelve
Caribbean ... states have now joined the work, which has the support of more than a quarter of

the world's port nations.

In 2018, Norway initiated an international declaration against fishing crime. The declaration forms
the basis for partnerships with a number of states, most of which are developing countries.

Fighting fishing crime is a high priority and is an important part of the government's maritime
initiative. The fact that 48 countries now support this initiative gives good reason for optimism,
says Prime Minister Erna Solberg.

Major consequences

This week, 12 Caribbean ... states joined the initiative, at a digital meeting in which State Secretary
Trine Danielsen in the Ministry of Trade and Fisheries participated.
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It was frightening to hear how big the consequences of fishing crime are in the Caribbean and
how this problem leads to poverty, insecurity and lost income. The Caribbean ministers, like us,
take the problems seriously, says Danielsen.

The government has launched the Blue Justice initiative, which will support the declaration with
technology, knowledge and training in the fight against fishing crime. And this year, an
international tracking center was established in Vardg.

We must become better at cooperation both across national borders and subject
areas. International fisheries crime concerns us all, but we know that developing countries are
vulnerable and lose large resources and potential income every year as a result. | urge more
countries to follow through and sign the declaration, says Minister of Fisheries and Seafood Odd
Emil Ingebrigtsen.
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Towards Sustainable
Development of
Fisheries for the

People of the
Caribbean

The CRFM is an inter-governmental organisation whose mission is to “Promote and
facilitate the responsible utilisation of the region’s fisheries and other aquatic resources
for the economic and social benefits of the current and future population of the region”.
The CRFM consists of three bodies — the Ministerial Council, the Caribbean Fisheries Forum
and the CRFM Secretariat.

CRFM members are Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, The Bahamas, Barbados, Belize,
Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Montserrat, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia,
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, and The Turks and
Caicos Islands.

CRFM Secretariat Tel: 501-223-4443
Princess Margaret Drive Fax: 501-223-4446
P.O. Box 642 https://crfm.int
Belize City, BELIZE secretariat@crfm.int
o
[ .e.
T e, e
° .
el 1O
° [) r
o o[ ‘



https://crfm.int/
mailto:secretariat@crfm.int

