Project Outline
AI-HEALTH Nordic: AI-Powered SmartCare for Remote Communities
Programme: Interreg Aurora – Priority 1.1 Smart Specialisation, Research and Innovation
Project Duration: 1 April 2026 – 31 March 2028
Total Budget: 672,472 EUR
Lead Partner: Kajaani University of Applied Sciences (Finland)
Project Partners: Luleå University of Technology (Sweden), Nord University (Norway)
Background and Challenge
Remote and sparsely populated regions of the Nordic Arctic face increasing challenges in maintaining accessible and high-quality healthcare services. Long distances to hospitals, ageing populations, and shortages of healthcare professionals place pressure on local healthcare systems. At the same time, many digital health innovations developed by SMEs struggle to reach practical implementation due to limited testing environments, regulatory barriers, and fragmented innovation ecosystems.
AI-HEALTH Nordic addresses these shared challenges through cross-border collaboration between research organisations, healthcare providers, municipalities, and SMEs. By combining applied research, service design, and real-life pilot environments, the project demonstrates how artificial intelligence can support healthcare delivery in remote communities.
Project Objective
The overall objective of AI-HEALTH Nordic is to improve equitable access to healthcare services in remote Nordic regions by developing, testing, and scaling AI-supported digital health solutions through cross-border cooperation.
The project also strengthens regional innovation capacity by connecting SMEs with healthcare providers and research organisations, enabling practical development and validation of AI-based healthcare tools.
Key Activities
Needs Assessment and Network Building
The project begins with mapping healthcare challenges, digital readiness, and innovation opportunities in the pilot regions. Stakeholders including municipalities, healthcare providers, and SMEs will be engaged through workshops and consultations to build cross-border innovation networks.
Co-Design and Solution Development
AI-based healthcare tools will be co-developed through service design processes involving healthcare professionals, SMEs, and researchers. Solutions will focus on improving diagnostics, patient monitoring, and care coordination in remote settings.
Demonstration and Validation
The developed solutions will be piloted in real healthcare environments across Finland, Sweden, and Norway. The pilots will assess usability, effectiveness, and integration of AI tools into everyday healthcare practice.
Toolbox, Dissemination and Sustainability
Project results will be compiled into an AI & eHealth Adoption Toolbox providing practical guidance, ethical frameworks, and best practices for implementing digital health solutions. Results will be shared through workshops, publications, and a final cross-border conference.
Expected Results
The project will demonstrate practical AI-supported healthcare solutions for remote communities and strengthen cooperation between research organisations, healthcare providers, and SMEs across the Nordic region. It will support the adoption of digital health innovations, build capacity among healthcare professionals, and create a transferable toolbox to help other regions implement similar solutions.
Long-Term Impact
AI-HEALTH Nordic contributes to resilient and inclusive healthcare systems in remote Nordic regions by enabling digital innovation, improving healthcare accessibility, and strengthening regional cooperation. Through cross-border collaboration and real-world pilots, the project supports sustainable digital health ecosystems and promotes the responsible adoption of AI in healthcare across the Nordic Arctic.
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