Prosjektbeskrivelse


The literacy of children and young people has declined globally, impacting endangered languages like Sámi. Learning to read requires practice in foundational skills, such as recognizing letters, syllables, and words. Our project aims to develop educational tools that enhance these skills and improve reading comprehension. 
 
In Sámi language education, we face challenges: a lack of uniform teaching materials, varied language proficiency among students, and the need for teacher training that reflects the realities of Sámi classrooms. We also aim to address broader issues like unemployment and the need for sustainable entrepreneurship within Sámi communities, both in core regions and beyond. Our approach includes developing digital tools and a framework to improve the quality of Sámi language teaching materials. 
 
This project engages various Sámi communities, fostering collaboration among schools, teachers, Sámi parliaments, and material developers. By bringing together experts in Sámi education, digital tools, and curriculum design, we aim to create high-quality, research-based teaching materials that meet the diverse needs of Sámi learners. We will include smaller Sámi languages, such as Inari, Skolt, Lule, and South Sámi, alongside North Sámi, to promote a holistic understanding of the Sámi linguistic landscape. 
 
The project emphasizes innovative pedagogical strategies, equipping educators with skills to implement new teaching innovations and digital tools effectively. This includes training on culturally responsive teaching that honors Sámi heritage while addressing language revitalization challenges. The collaborative nature of this initiative fosters community among educators and stakeholders and underscores the importance of collective action in addressing common challenges in Sámi language education. By integrating entrepreneurship and community engagement, we aim to create pathways for economic development alongside language preservation.

Our three main goals are:

1. Sharing and confirming of existing information on teaching and learning to read and write in Sámi languages
Work Package 1 (WP1) serves as the vital foundation for the Lohkanlihkku project, underpinning the other two work packages. In WP1, we will gather knowledge and experiences regarding the Sámi language learning and teaching landscapes across Norway, Sweden, and Finland. This includes representation of various Sámi languages, such as North Sámi, Lule Sámi, South Sámi, Inari Sámi, and Skolt Sámi.  The data gathered will be analyzed in context, aiming to identify existing conditions, challenges, and opportunities in Sámi language education.
2. Practical Tools for Teachers
Generation of new knowledge and innovation for supporting Sámi learners’ literacy learning and providing practical tools for teachers
The objective of WP2 is to utilize knowledge from WP1 to support Sámi literacy efforts. We will design a culturally relevant digital game, Lohkanlihkku, to motivate learning. The University of Jyväskylä will collaborate with Sámi language and culture experts in its creation. We will produce guides for teachers on Sámi literacy strategies and user guides for the game, along with practical training. WP2 emphasizes educator training and gamification for Sámi language learners.
3. Creating and sharing the Lohkanlihkku -game
WP3 builds on the previous work packages by sharing the knowledge and tools developed through close cooperation with relevant stakeholders. In this phase, all experiences, insights, and data will be disseminated in appropriate formats to provide new knowledge and practical tools for users and stakeholders, including policymakers. The goal is to enhance and improve learning and teaching conditions for Sámi literacy skills now and in the future.

