
 

9.2 Serious animal welfare violations in companies’ own 

operations 

 

Through the Ethics Commission’s report and the Norwegian parliament’s debate on the 

subsequent Pension Fund Report, it was emphasised in 2021 that serious animal welfare 

violations fall within the scope of the Ethical Guidelines for the GPFG. While animal 

welfare was not introduced as a separate criterion, this type of norm violation was 

included in the umbrella criterion “other serious violations of fundamental ethical 

norms”. 

The Ethics Commission on animal welfare: 

That animals are entitled to be treated without unnecessary stresses and strains 

enjoys broad support in Norway and internationally. Section 3 of the Animal Welfare 



 

Act, which was introduced in 2010, states: “Animals have an intrinsic value which is 

irrespective of the usable value they may have for man. Animals shall be treated well 

and be protected from danger of unnecessary stress and strains.” Correspondingly, 

the EU’s Lisbon Treaty (2009) establishes that EU member states have a duty to take 

account of individual animals’ welfare needs. Along with 177 other states, Norway is a 

member of the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE), which is a standard-

setting organisation within the framework of the WTO, among others. The OIE has 

adopted animal welfare standards that must be considered global standards. 

In its proceedings concerning the report, the Norwegian parliament (Storting) endorsed 

the Commission’s assessments and expressed the expectation that the Council on Ethics 

would address norm violations relating to animal rights. The Storting explicitly endorsed 

the statement that “animals are entitled to be treated without unnecessary stresses or 

strains”. 

The Council has begun working systematically to create a framework for how companies 

that are responsible for serious animal welfare violations can be identified and 

assessed. The Council takes the Norwegian Animal Welfare Act and similar international 

legislation as its starting point. Although the legislation varies from country to country, 

the Council’s position is that activities permitted in Norway shall not be encompassed. 

The purpose of the Animal Welfare Act is to promote good animal welfare and respect 

for animals. This applies to their treatment and all factors influencing animal welfare. 

The key factor is that animals must be treated well and protected from the danger of 

unnecessary stresses and strains. Animals must also be given the opportunity to display 

their natural behaviour. In practice, the greatest emphasis is placed on negative liberty. 

This means that protection against external stresses, such as infection from outside and 

control over the physical surroundings, is weighted more heavily than animals’ ability to 

engage in normal behaviour among other members of their species. 

With respect to animal welfare cases as well, the Council considers companies on the 

basis of the seriousness of the violation and the closeness of their involvement in it, as 

well as the likelihood of the company’s practice continuing in the future. This means, for 

example, that a significant number of individual animals must be subjected to cruel 

treatment before the Council engages in the case. In the first instance, the Council will 

look at cases where GPFG-invested companies systematically subject a large number of 

individual animals to serious welfare violations in their own operations, and where it 

does not appear as though the company has tangible and credible plans to improve the 

conditions concerned. 
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