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Network, Norway, International Coalition of Fisheries Associations (ICFA), Federation of European 
Aquaculture Producers (FEAP), Hellenic Aquaculture Producers Organization (HAPO), UN Aquatic Blue 
Foods Coalition 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

While one of the main services of the oceans is to provide food, achieving food security is also one of the fundamental pillars of the 
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), so it is important to ensure that our planet’s growing population has access 
to sufficient, safe and nutritious food, to meet its dietary needs. At the same time, as underlined that COP28 in Dubai, a holistic 
perspective is needed to ensure that food systems are sustainable, providing food security and nutritious food within planetary 
boundaries. This event will therefore address the role of healthy oceans, sustainable fisheries and aquaculture to provide healthy 
nutritious food, thus contributing to the health of both people and planet, as well as delivering on the green transition. As there is an 
enormous potential offered by sustainable blue foods, it is unfortunately rather overlooked in the discourse. Food from the oceans 
can provide multiple benefits, given its low carbon footprint, high protein- and essential nutrients’ value. Since we would have to 
ensure food security for almost 10 billion people in 2050, aquatic / blue foods are expected to contribute a bigger portion to future 
food baskets. As a result, it is imperative to boost our oceans’ long-term health and sustainability, while at the same promoting 
healthy and sustainable diets across the globe. Cooperation among governments, scientific institutions, international organizations, 
NGOs, and the private sector, alongside more collaboration across sectors as well as across different regions, can play a key role 
towards this vision. All in all, healthy oceans, sustainable fisheries and responsible aquaculture are vital for our future livelihoods, 
climate and environmental sustainability. Therefore this event will share knowledge and best practices on sustainable aquatic blue 
foods, focusing on ensuring sufficient, safe and healthy foods with low carbon footprint, for our future. 
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Chairperson/Facilitator of the side event:  
Ilias Grampas, Deputy Director, EBCD 
 

Time (from-to) Title of intervention/presentation 

Name, Affiliation 

11:00 – 11:05 Opening remarks by Ilias Grampas, Deputy Director, EBCD 

11:05 – 11:10 Keynote video-message by Dr. Manuel Barange, Director, Fisheries and Aquaculture Policy and Resources Division, 
FAO 

11:10 – 11:35 Panel discussion with the participation of: 

• Javier Garat, Vice-Chair, International Coalition of Fisheries Associations (ICFA) 

• Javier Ojeda, General Secretary, Federation of European Aquaculture Producers (FEAP) (video-message) 

• Ismini Bogdanou, Director of Communications & Public Relations, Hellenic Aquaculture Producers Organization 

(HAPO) 

• Maria Varteressian, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Norway 

• Ambassador Stefán Jón Hafstein, Chair of the UN Aquatic Blue Foods Coalition 



   

 

11:35 – 11:45 Q&A session with the audience 

11:45 – 11:50 Closing remarks by Ilias Grampas, Deputy Director, EBCD 

    


