The Achterhoek is a Dutch region near Germany. The German neighbor region is the  ‘Kreis Borken’.  Both regions are positioned exactly in between two European economic metro poles,  ‘Rotterdam-Europoort’ and the German industrial area ‘Ruhrgebiet’. As a result of this geographic position we have enormously great potential opportunities. This potential however can not be fully exploited as a result of the prevailing impediments produced by the state border. 
There are more social and economic circumstances which cause the incomplete use of the regional potential opportunities. In the Achterhoek as well as in Borken the leading economic sectors are in an decisive transitional process. Furthermore the reducing labor force as a result of an aging population creates great social and economic challenges.
We seek to coop with the challenges we face in an innovative way. Since the challenges exist in both Achterhoek and Borken we try to solve them in mutual cooperation as much as possible. Legislative differences and different administrative and political cultures however impede the border crossing cooperation. For this reason we would like to have examined how the overcome the obstacles that frustrate our cooperation. Without any doubt the results of this research will be suitable to be used elsewhere in European border regions as well. That’s why we want to get in touch with other regions who face similar problems. The purpose is to apply together for an Espon subsidy.
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