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mented by the Norwegian Min-
ist ry of Just ice and Public Safety, 
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tive, NORLAM select ed Prison No. 7 – Rusca for 
Women to underst and the extent to which domes-
tic violence is a consequence of the commission of 
crimes by women and the impact  of detention on 
them.

Based on NORLAM’s request , this Study was devel-
oped in cooperation with the Minist ry of Just ice and 
the Department of Penitentiary Inst itutions (DPI) by 
the Centre for Qualitative Researches in Anthropol-
ogy affi  liated to the State University of Moldova. A 
Cooperation Agreement was signed in July 2016 to 
this end.
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tude to the Minist ry of Just ice and the management 
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supporting the idea to conduct  this st udy and for fa-
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VV
iolence against  women is a 
wide-sp read phenomenon in the 
Republic of Moldova. Th e con-
cern with the expressions of vio-
lence is a subject  for refl ect ions 
of researchers in the socio-hu-
man sciences such as anthropol-
ogy, psychology, sociology.

Th e development of the Anthropological Study was 
just ifi ed by the need to underst and the manner in 
which violence exerted against  women led to their 
committing crimes of violent nature, such as murder, 
domest ic violence, severe bodily injuries, etc. To this 
end, the conduct ed research focused on the analysis 
of the life of women before and aft er detention, and 
of the impact  of detention on their self-perception 
and identity.

Th e issues raised in this research are referred to so-
cio-cultural anthropology as a branch dealing with 
exploring the relations between people, relations 
between individuals and inst itutions, the manner in 
which individuals use the social and cultural sym-
bols, etc. As a holist ic science, anthropology st udies 
all human beings and all dimensions of human exis-
tence, such as physical dimension, which implies ad-
just ment to the environment and includes the body, 
physical environment, object s and material goods 
of the individual, health or disease, etc.; through 
the social dimension an individual adjust s to other 
individuals and interact s with them; react ions to the 
culture he / she lives in, react ions to his / her st atus 
can be found here; relation with him / herself, under-
st anding his / her own charact er, the past  experience 
and the vision of the future are part of the personal 
dimension; the sp iritual dimension allows to create 
a syst em of values, to underst and exist ential issues, 
creates the underst anding about the world [1]. Prison 
for women as an inst itution is a sp ace where women 
with similar st atus are placed being separated from 
the rest  of society for a certain period of time. Th ey 
have a lifest yle st rict ly delimited and offi  cially regu-
lated by the inst itution [2].

1 Emmy van Deurzen, Adams Martin, Skills in Existential 
Counselling & Psychotherapy, Herald, 2011
2 Goff man Erving, Asylums, Polirom, 2004, p.p.16-17

Th e Study focused on the analysis of the dimensions 
of exist ence of women in detention. In addition, its 
goal was to provide a description of the phenome-
non of violence which aff ect ed the convict ed wom-
en. At the same time, the analysis of life st ories told 
by women tried to identify the connect ion between 
the committed crime and the trauma suff ered by 
women earlier as a result of domest ic violence and 
abuse; to present the evaluation by the inmates of 
the treatment during the criminal proceedings and 
the serving of punishment; to determine the impact  
of detention of women on their family members; to 
assess the perception of the future by the women in 
Rusca Prison.

Th e discussions with the women detained in Rusca 
Prison revealed the fact  that the desire of the wom-
en-vict ims of domest ic violence to st op violence, the 
tendency to protect  their children from violence, 
as well as negative emotions accumulated during 
years and resulting from act s of violence commit-
ted by persons who a priori should be the closest  to 
them, were fact ors contributing to the commission of 
crimes by the women.

We hope that the st atements and conclusions in 
this Study will be used by the decision-making au-
thorities, international organisations, donors and 
non-governmental organisations as a baseline docu-
ment to further develop st udies on the psychological 
profi le of women-vict ims of domest ic violence serv-
ing their sentences in Rusca Prison. At the same time, 
it is highly recommended to conduct  an in-depth 
analysis of the sentences issued with regard to con-
vict ed women who had been vict ims of domest ic vio-
lence, in order to identify, among others, the degree 
of uniform application of judicial pract ice in such 
cases. We also hope that following this Study and 
the other researches a solid documentary foundation 
will be created to ensure protect ion of the interest s of 
convict ed women, observance of their rights and pro-
motion of the solutions to improve their condition.



II. RESEARCH 
METHODOLOGY
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DD
uring August  2016 a team of 
researchers from the Centre 
for Qualitative Researches in 
Anthropology affi  liated to the 
State University of Moldova 
conduct ed seven visits to Rusca 
Prison. Considering the com-
plexity of the invest igated sub-

ject , the team focused on a research based on two 
methods: interview and survey. During 3-5 August  
2016 interviews were conduct ed, while during 18-23 
August  2016 – quest ionnaires were applied.

Th e target group of the interviews and quest ionnaires 
were the women detained in Rusca Prison. According 
to the data as of 1st  of July 2016, 362 women were de-
tained in Rusca Prison.

Th e interview method implied the application of 50 
interviews (Annex No. 1). Th is method allowed col-
lect ion of data regarding the subject ive perception 
of a person’s life. During the interviews the inter-
viewee tells the st ory of her life, while the research 
team member guides her through this process. Th e 
convict ed women taking part in the interview were 
select ed based on the type of committed crime. Most  
of the women select ed for the interview (41) were 
convict ed for crimes of violent nature (Table 1). Th e 
select ion of convict ed women based on this criteri-
on resulted from the presumption that in most  cases 
women vict ims of violence resp ond with act s of vio-
lence.

Table 1. Number of women detained in Rusca Prison who took part in individual interviews

Article from Criminal Code
Number of interviewed 

women 

Total number of convicted 

women per type of crime 

Article 145. Intentional murder 24 112

Article 201/1. Domestic violence 8 44

Article 151. Severe bodily injury 5 29

Article 165. Traffi cking in human beings 4 57

Article 186. Theft 3 13

Article 217. Drugs traffi cking 3 15

Article 190. Fraud 3 36

Total 50 individual interviews 
Total 306 women from the target 

group on which research was focused 
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Table 2. Target group by age

Age category Number of inmates Percent

18-35 104 34,7%

35-57 166 55,3%

Over 58 30 10,0%

TOTAL 300 100,0%

Table 3. Target group by level of education

Category Number of inmates Percent

No education 10 3,3 %

Primary education 13 4,3 %

Gymnasium education 105 35,0 %

Professional education 32 10,7 %

Secondary education 110 36,7 %

Higher education 30 10,0 %

TOTAL 300 100,0 %

Out of 300 inmates taking part in the quantitative 
analysis, 3,3 % have no education, while 4,3 % have 
only primary education. According to the inter-
viewed women, the level of education has a negative 
impact  on their st atus in the community, considering 
the impossibility for them to fi nd a well-paid work-

place in the community they belong to. Gymnasium 
education, i.e. completion of 8-9 years of mandatory 
education, was reported by 35 % of women. Profes-
sional education was referred to by 10,7 % of women, 
secondary education – 36,7 % of the inmates, while 
higher education – 10 % of the resp ondents.

At the st age of preparing the interviews, the team of 
researchers assumed that the interviewed inmates 
would not be as open as they wanted, limiting them-
selves only to short descriptions of some sp ecifi c 
events from their life in prison. Following the appli-
cation of diff erent verbal and non-verbal communi-
cation methods, the researchers managed to ensure, 
in most  cases, the openness of the women in terms of 
their telling the st ory.

During the method of survey out of 362 inmates sp e-
cifi ed above 300 women expressed their consent to 
fi ll-in the quest ionnaire (Annex 2). It allowed the re-
searchers to identify quantitative data for the pur-
pose of this Study. Th e refusal of other inmates to 
take part in the research by fi lling-in the quest ion-
naire was just ifi ed by their lack of trust  in change.

Th ose 300 inmates include 104 women aged 18-35, 
166 women aged 35-57 and 30 women aged over 58 
(Table 2).
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Ȥ ܸ ྦྷ  859Ȥ ܸ ྦྷ  859
Up to 1 year

14 %

9-10 years

5%

Over 10 years 

9%

7-8 years 

8%

5-6 years

17%

3-4 years

23 %

1-2 years

24 %

Figure below illust rates the break-
down of the target group depending 
on the term served in Rusca Prison.

Figure 1. Term served in Rusca Prison based on data as of August 2016
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FF
rom the anthropological persp ec-
tive, it is important to underst and 
women’s lives, to interpret the way 
they describe their past  experienc-
es, to analyse their relations with 
others, as well as to make heard 
the voices of women aff ect ed by 
violence during various st ages of 

their lives: childhood, adolescence, maturity. Th ese 
women talked about themselves, for themselves and 
for the future change. Not all women perceived the 
life-st ory type interview the same way. Some women 
had regrets related to certain asp ect s of their lives, 
for others – it was painful to recollect  the drama they 

went through, and some of them became reconciled 
with themselves, telling that they accepted the guilt 
for the events that had occurred in their lives.

Families aff ect ed by violence can be found in any so-
cial layer, irresp ect ive of the level of education, social 
st atus, age or nationality. When asked about their 
underst anding of violence, the quest ioned women 
were request ed to refer to an expression of violence 
fi rst  coming to their mind. As a result, the detained 
women referred to violence as being an expression of 
physical aggression, verbal aggression, as well as the 
main cause for the material damages and emotional 
suff erings (Table 4).

Being asked whether they had been vict ims of domest ic violence prior to being convict ed, 129 quest ioned 
women or 43 % answered positively (Table 5).

Table 4. Understanding of violence

Responses Number of inmates Percent

Physical aggression 234 78,0%

Verbal aggression 34 11,4%

Material damage 3 1,0%

Emotional sufferings 18 6,0%

Other 1 0,3%

Do not know 10 3,3%

TOTAL 300 100,0%

Table 5. Number of convicted women victims of domestic violence

Responses Number of inmates Percent

Yes 129 43,0%

No 171 57,0%

Do not know 0 0,0%

TOTAL 300 100,0%

3.1  REPRESENTATIONS AND ATTITUDES 
TOWARDS VIOLENCE
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Th e interviewed women, just  like the quest ioned ones, aft er being asked to defi ne violence, 
talked about physical and verbal violence, and more rarely – about sexual abuse.

Many women referred to the fact  that both fathers during childhood and adolescence and 
husbands / cohabitants aft er marriage or life together, manifest ed violence towards them.

“Being beaten, humiliated.”

“Physical violence, beating or verbal violence, abusive language, things said to one another… Vio-

lence – an off ensive force that causes either physical or emotional pain…”

“Domest ic violence, when someone off ends or beats you. Sexual – when someone rapes you.”

“Violence might be verbal, physical, even just  a hit. Violence – is a confl ict  emerging in family, be-

tween parents and children, between older persons, and not only, it can even emerge between an el-

derly woman and an adolescent…”

Reflections of convicted women about violence

“I am remarried. My fi rst  marriage last ed 16 years, there was domest ic violence. I have three chil-

dren with my fi rst  husband. I was beaten, cut, I endured, I was in pain – till one day… One day he 

was very drunk and st abbed me with a knife. It was the second time. I was taken to the hosp ital, but 

usually you try to hide it, so I told a lie then. He st abbed me in my back with a knife (shows a scar), I 

called an ambulance, and when they came I was fallen beside the well.”

“My mother lived with my second father, and he beat her and us heavily. I was 12 when my father 

died, and when I myself got married there were lots of beatings in my family as well, I even have 

scars. It last ed for 6 and a half years. I endured because I wanted my children to have a real father, 

not a st epfather like me. When I saw him raising hand against  my children as well, I couldn’t take it 

much longer and we broke up.”

“In my family I was abused both by parents and by my cohabiting partner, there were some unpleas-

ant moments. My husband used drugs and act ed aggressively with me. I didn’t know he used drugs. 

He was very jealous. He beat me oft en. Even when I was pregnant, my cohabiting partner beat me so 

that I would lose pregnancy. My husband broke my ribs. I endured as long as I could, but fi nally I left  

him, and when I met my cohabiting partner I had already been pregnant and I had nowhere to live, 

so I st arted living with him. He was violent because of jealousy and because he used drugs.”

“…I suff ered a lot from domest ic violence. I lived with my husband for 21 years, and when he beat 

me, I concealed it, no one knew about it. I didn’t want anyone to know about it at my work too, I 

tried to conceal from my colleagues that I am cut and beaten by my husband. I worked anyways, and 

no one knew what had happened to me, I worked anyways. I hid this fact  because I had young chil-

dren and I wanted their father to be there for them, I wanted them to have a father.”

Reflections of convicted women about the acts of violence against them 
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Th ere were cases when the mother of the convict ed women behaved violently during 
childhood and adolescence.

Th e violence described by these women represents a 
range of situations forming a chain of pain that heav-
ily aff ect ed them. Physical violence is described as 
slapping, pushing, hair pulling, punching, kicking, 
threatening with dangerous object s (knife, axe), and 
bone fract uring. Psychological violence is referred 
to as insulting, belittling, and humiliating in front of 
others, bullying, and verbal threatening. Economic 
violence by husband / cohabiting partner implies at 
least  one of the following situations: taking woman’s 
earnings; refusing to give enough money for current 
household expenditures; taking advantage of the fact  
that the woman has nowhere else to go. Social isola-
tion of the woman is expressed by the husband / co-

habiting partner prohibiting, limiting meetings with 
friends, limiting family visits, permanent insist ence 
on knowing where the woman is, becoming furious if 
woman talks to another man. Th e interviewed wom-
en refer to physical aggression as an expression of 
violence. It is also the case of 78 % of the quest ioned 
inmates (Table 4).

“I was beaten. Sometimes my mother beat me when I disobeyed or when I didn’t do what I had to, or 

when I did it wrong – eventually, I got a hit with a broom. My brothers were not beaten, while me, as 

the older one… I was.”

“Both mother and father beat us. Both of them consumed alcohol. Later she left  us.”

Reflections of convicted women about the acts of violence against them

“I didn’t have any fatherly warmth, I don’t know what it is, I had a mother, in fact , I have her st ill… 

(cries). It is painful indeed. I got married when I was 14 and I gave birth to my daughter when I was 

15. My father was an alcoholic, he beat my mom. When we went to sleep, we had our clothes on and 

our shoes near the bed… We had been running out in the cold, going to sleep where we could, be it 

a tract or trailer, be it a piggery… with my girl in my arms. I remember that when we were there, my 

mom brought a plate of soup for us to eat, covertly, I was with my girl. My father caught her and beat 

her… we went from door to door, looking for work, in order to have something to eat, to have a warm 

place to sleep… He was inhuman… I can’t fi nd words to talk about him. I want to say something 

good about him, I try to fi nd good words and I can’t… He was my father… Was he an alcoholic?”

“Yes. He brought other women to our home, he slept with them and he beat my mother. He told me 

(about my daughter) – take your brat and get out of here (curse words). We had our own house, it 

was rather pathetic. He kicked my girl – bounced her all the way to the middle of courtyard… she was 

one year and a half, and he kicked her…”
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Table 6. Connection to the aggressor

Aggressor Number of inmates Percent

Mother 6 4,7%

Father 9 7,0%

Both parents 5 3,9%

Husband 78 60,5%

Cohabitant 30 23,3%

Siblings 1 0,8%

Step-parents 0 0,0%

Other 0 0,0%

TOTAL 129 100,0%

Th ose 129 convict ed women who acknowledged they had been vict ims of domest ic violence (Table 5) also con-
fi rmed that their husbands / cohabitants and parents where the ones who aggressed them in the past  (Table 6). 

Both women and their children suff er the conse-
quences of domest ic violence. Consequences of 
violence vary depending on its nature and gravity, 
short-term and long-term consequences being severe. 

Violence can lead to greater vulnerability, to social, 
emotional, cognitive and behavioural problems, en-
dangering health.

Th e interviewees say that violence can be avoided 
and misunderst andings can be solved by means of 
communication, by treating others as equals, by con-
trolling aggression, by means of education in cases 
when there is a tendency of perceiving the opposite 
sex as an inferior one, by creating a loving atmo-
sp here, mutual trust , compliance with laws that pro-
hibit violence, cultivation of human values we now 
lack. An exist ing problem among women, who suf-
fered from domest ic violence, is that they didn’t ask 

their parents, police, social assist ance, etc. for help, 
thinking that it was a family problem. Th ey thought 
that people in their community would talk about 
them, or that the police won’t help.

“When he has been very drunk, my three children could sleep with me in the barn with our goat, be-

cause he chased them through the vineyard. Th ey were very afraid. Th is fear in their eyes – years have 

passed and they st ill cannot forgive him, he is already dead, but they don’t want to hear anything or 

know anything about him….Th ey remember everything, they didn’t forget and they will never forget. 

It’s Day of Rejoicing and I ask him, he is 36 years old, to give away food to his (his father’s) memo-

ry, And he tells me: “Mom, please, I’ll do anything for you, just  not this, he doesn’t exist  for me.” It 

means that everything originates in childhood.”

Statements of the convicted women 
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“…to resolve a problem one can also communicate. A mother and her child could communicate, not 

necessarily through beating.”

“In a family everyone has to be on the same level, inst ead of one being higher than another.”

“I do not support violence, I don’t like and don’t resp ect  people who swear, raise hand against  others; 

it is very bad when people can’t control their aggression…”

“I want to talk about the culture, men have to know their obligations, have to take care of women, 

and women in their turn have to be aware of their obligations. Th ey have to obey men, while men 

shouldn’t off end women with curse words.”

“Boys should be told that a woman who gets married is not obliged to endure, that men don’t have 

any right to abuse women, that it is illegal, that men can be punished.”

“Where does the domest ic violence come from? We don’t have any cultural values. Th ere wasn’t any-

thing like this in USSR. Th ere are no sp iritual values. People grew up as they wanted to… I feel like 

all men have one and the same mother here, in Moldova. Th ey are all the same. Th e good ones are all 

abroad now, only the bad ones remained.”

“We ourselves are to blame, because we endure a lot, hide a lot, do not say a lot and thus worsen the 

situation. For so many years I kept my mouth shut and haven’t told my parents anything. You don’t 

want to reveal this because you feel ashamed. You sacrifi ce a lot for the good of children.”

Statements of the convicted women 
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Th e collect ed life st ories show that in most  cases aggressive husband / cohabitant, father is described as a per-
son consuming alcohol.

“My husband has been aggressive since he was young. He was an agronomist . Th ey had to promote 

him, to give him a better qualifi ed and better paid job, but inst ead they hired another person in his 

place, and he was hurt a lot. He st arted drinking, taking out his misfortunes on me, and beating me. 

I don’t know why he behaved so aggressively. At home he did nothing, didn’t work. He got used to 

someone else taking care of him, doing everything for him. I didn’t go to the police. How could they 

help me?”

“I was beaten and kicked out by my husband, because his sist er was looking for trouble and incit-

ing him against  me. You know. It’s easy to do a bad thing; it’s not easy to do a good one. Th at’s it. I 

didn’t go to the police, I talked to my mother’s sist er, since both of my parents are deceased, as well as 

his. I didn’t want to do it, I thought that in all families there are similar cases, that I’m not the only 

one with such problem.”

“At fi rst  we were getting along well with my husband, but then he became very aggressive, beat me 

violently, we were fi ghting oft en. I went to the police, but everybody in the village knew him and they 

didn’t punish him much. Once they put him in a detention cell, but he beat me even worse when he 

returned home. In fact , I am not a confl ict  type of person, I was defending myself, while he was drink-

ing alcohol and beating me. Aft er losing his job he beat me even harder, esp ecially aft er drinking alco-

hol. I didn’t tell my parents that he beats me, nor my workmates, I was ashamed, since people in the 

village knew us.”

Statements of convicted women about the aggressor

Table 7. Form of expression of violence

Type of violence Number of inmates Percent

Physical violence 118 91,5%

Curses 9 7,0%

Threats 1 0,8%

Sexual abuse 1 0,8%

TOTAL 129 100,0%

As it derives from the interviews and the quantitative 
data (Table 6), the aggressor is the husband, cohab-
iting partner or father, and in rare cases violent act s 
are committed by other persons. Out of the 129 wom-

en who declared they had been vict ims of violence, 
118 sp eak, fi rst  of all, about physical violence and 
other forms of its expression.

3.2. PERCEPTION OF THE AGGRESSOR IN 
CASES OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
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During the interviews we identifi ed vict ims of domest ic violence where the aggressor was the mother. Th e inter-
viewees describe them as mothers consuming alcohol or as very st rict  persons. 

“I was subject ed to sexual violence and I was beaten. My fi rst  husband beat me and then raped me, 

few are the things that he didn’t put me through. I was alone, had no job, and the second husband 

also beat me, and not once, but you have to live further… like in a family. My mother told me: you 

are married now, so you have to endure, it’s women’s dest iny.”

“I did not feel the warmth of a father. I did not know what the warmth of a father means. I had and I 

st ill have a mother and now… (crying). It is painful indeed. I got married when I was 14 and I gave 

birth to my daughter when I was 15. My father used to drink and beat my mother. We used to go to 

bed dressed and with our shoes next to our beds.”

“I wasn’t getting along well with my family, my mother was drinking, I have younger brothers whom 

I had to take care of, to bring up. I fi nished only 7 forms, since I didn’t have the possibility to st udy 

further. Negative moments in my life – my mother was oft en drinking alcohol and beat me when she 

was drunk, she also beat my brothers.”

“My mother left  when I was little. I do not know what kind of education she could have given me – 

she was an alcoholic. My grandmother took care of me.”

My mother was very st rict . If I had 6 classes, I had to be home at 1:30 p.m. If I was 5 minutes late, 

she would come aft er me to see where I st opped. She was extremely harsh.”

Statements of convicted women about the aggressor

Some st udies revealed that poor relations with the 
family direct ly contribute to delinquency [3]. Th ere 
are sp ecifi c situations aff ect ing the behaviour dif-
ferently depending on gender. For inst ance, in case 
of parents consuming alcohol, the share of girls 
prone to delinquency and alcohol or drug abuse is 
much higher than in case of boys [4]. Weak emo-
tional connect ions with the family result into act s 
of violence committed by girls with a higher fre-
quency as compared to boys [5]. In addition, the 
convict ed women tend to view their parents more 

3 Sheldon Glueck and Eleanor Glueck, One Th ousand Juve-
nile Delinquents: Th eir Treatment by Court and Clinic (Harvard 
University Press, 1934) 
4 T. E. Keller and others, “Parent Figure Transitions and 
Delinquency and Drug Use among Early Adolescent Children 
of Substance Abusers,” American Journal of Drug and Alcohol 
Abuse (2002): 399-427
5 Karen Heimer and Stacy De Coster, “Th e Gendering of Vio-
lent Delinquency,” Criminology 37, no. 2 (1999): 277-318

negatively as compared to women in freedom [6].

Th e analysis of quantitative and qualitative data 
highlighted the fact  that in most  cases violence is ex-
pressed through act s of physical aggression against  
the woman. Th e aggressors who, as a rule, are hus-
bands / cohabitants and / or parents are described as 
persons with no occupation or goals in their lives, 
persons consuming alcohol or drugs. Jealousy was 
declared as one of the most  frequent reasons for vio-
lence. In some cases, apparently the reasons for vio-
lence were not underst ood by the convict ed women. 
Violence is facilitated by the permanent access to the 
vict im. All the family members become direct  or indi-
rect  vict ims of violence.

6 Steven E. Kroupa, “Perceived Parental Acceptance and Fe-
male Juvenile Delinquency,” Adolescence 23, no. 89 (1988):171-85
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Table 8. Reporting cases of domestic violence

Number of inmates Percent

Relatives 22 17,1%

Friends 3 2,3%

Police 55 42,6%

Social assistant 0 0,0%

Other 3 2,3%

No one 46 35,7%

TOTAL 129 100,0%

In this part of the Study the team of researchers 
raised the issue of reporting cases of violence by the 
women-vict ims. As it results from Table 5, out of 300 
quest ioned women 129 were vict ims of domest ic vio-
lence. Th e analysis of quantitative data revealed that 

35,7% of women vict ims of domest ic violence did not 
appeal to anyone due to their confi dence that they 
would have not availed of any real assist ance. 42,6% 
of women appealed to police (Table 8). 

Th e quest ioned women who appealed to police were 
asked about the punishment applied/measures un-
dertaken with regards to the violent person. Most  
women out of 55 women who mentioned they had 

appealed to police, referred to the fact  that the ag-
gressor was not punished or was arrest ed for several 
days. In some interviews they sp eak of their lack of 
trust  in police offi  cers. 

Th e analysis of quantitative data also proved that out of 129 women vict ims of domest ic violence 109 were 
convict ed for crimes of violent nature (Figure 2) committed either against  their husband/concubine or against  
one of the parents or against  any other person. 

3.3. REPORTING CASES OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
AND ITS CONSEQUENCES ON THE WOMAN

“What did you do when your father beat you? Have you reported it to the police? Yes, Miss, and more 

than once… I’ve told them countless times. Usually they came, took him for several minutes, then he 

would return home drunk, singing and telling obscenities all the way home, and as soon as we heard 

him coming – we would run out of the house… My mother had her teeth knocked out, head injuries, 

that was the result of telling the police… – nothing, nothing… Th ey were laughing at us, drinking al-

cohol together, and aft er that my father would return home…”

“I appealed to police when I was beaten. I ran from home just  once and I wrote a complaint in the 

police offi  ce. Th ey arrest ed him. But when he was released he beat me even worse because I com-

plained against  him.”

Statements of convicted women about the consequences of appealing to police
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Figure 2. Share of convictions of 
victims of domestic violence for 
crimes of violent nature

Th e act s of violence against  women and their chil-
dren cause a number of consequences aff ect ing 
their life quality. Th eir physical health, emotional 
condition, social life and social st atus are aff ect ed. 
During the interviews the women said that aft er 
the act s of violence they suff ered physical trauma 
such as bruises, wounds, broken bones, cranial 
fract ures, lost  pregnancies, etc. From emotional 
and psychological points of view, the vict ims ex-
perienced depression, anxiety, phobias, post -trau-
matic st ress. From professional point of view, as it 
results from the interviews, the women had to take 
sick leaves caused by the act s of violence. 

129

Total inmates 

subject to 

domestic violence

109

Inmates convicted

for violent crimes
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“Th ese articles, let us say 201 – that is domest ic violence, there is a woman who works with me, she 

was married, had children, she was severely beaten by her husband. Th ere are lots of women work-

ing in my sect ion, who are mutilated, you know, their faces are cut here, chapped there, torn – that’s 

how men had tortured them, had beaten them. Th ey have holes in their heads, they were broken. But 

during a fi ght, when, they couldn’t st and it anymore – they hit back but it was an ill-fated ripost e. 

Th e partners of many of them, however, st ayed alive, they are at home while the women got into pris-

on. How’s that possible?”

“If he was drunk, I knew he would beat me. In the morning he used to ask me: “X, am I really so 

bad?” I felt sorry for him, I thought he would change. And here I am.”

“One day he beat me so that I lost  conscious, he poured water for me to recover and he beat me 

again.”

“I was ashamed to go to work; I had bruises on my face. I had to take a sick leave.”

“I talked to one of our acquaintances; I asked him to repair our telephone that my husband smashed. 

When my husband saw him, he st arted beating me saying that I should not have talked to him.”

Reflections of convicted women about the consequences of violence 

Th e interviews reveal act s of violence which become 
syst ematic and are preceded most  frequently by al-
cohol consumption by the aggressor. Women suff er 
from pot-traumatic st ress described in the literature 
as permanently experiencing intense fear, hyper-vig-
ilance, reject ing any support from outside and com-
mission of crimes [7].

Specialist s st ated that abuses are direct ly related to 
subsequent violent behaviour of the vict ims. Abuse 
and exposure to uncontrollable st ress environment 
are precursors of behaviour problems delinquent 
women experience [8]. Any malfunct ion of the mech-
anisms overcoming st ress may later increase the neg-

7 Nica-Udangiu, L., Managementul diagnostic și terapeutic al 
tulburării post-traumatice de stres și al tulburării acute de stres, 
Revista Română de Psihiatrie, nr.3-4 / 2002
8 David F. Tolin and Edna B. Foa, “Sex Diff erences in Trauma 
and Posttraumatic Stress Disorder: A Quantitative Review of 
25 Years of Research,” Psychological Bulletin 132, no. 6 (2006): 
959-92

ative eff ect s of traumas suff ered in childhood and of 
vict imisation [9]. In other words, women who com-
mitted crimes not only went through the experience 
of vict imization, but also have more limited capacity 
to face st ress fact ors, considerably increasing, thus, 
its eff ect s [10].

9 Elizabeth J. Susman and Kathleen Pajer, “Biology-Behav-
ior Integration and Antisocial Behavior in Girls,” Aggression, 
Antisocial Behavior, and Violence among Girls: A Developmental 
Perspective, Duke Series in Child Development and Public Policy, 
edited by Martha Putallaz and Karen Bierman (New York: Guil-
ford Publications, 2004), pp. 23-47
10 Maude Dornfeld and Candace Kruttschnitt, “Do the Stereo-
types Fit? Mapping Gender-Specifi c Outcomes and Risk Factors,” 
Criminology 30, no. 3 (1992): 397-419
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“Just ice, criminal proceedings are rather rust y in our country. If they worked well, our prisons 

wouldn’t be overcrowded. It would be like in Europe: in case you break the law, you get charged with 

a fi ne and you know you won’t do it again, because it’ll hit your wallet. Either you buy your kid a 

car, or pay for his st udies, or you pay this money to the st ate and do not break the law ever again.”

“Here in Moldova the law is violated, only money matters. If you have money, you are… down, and 

if one hasn’t – he won’t get any just ice. Th at’s how it goes.”

“It would be good if they reviewed everything, so that committed violations would be punished as vio-

lations, crimes punished as crimes. Th ey have to reconsider who they are punishing and how, because 

there are lots of innocent people, when it comes to Articles 201, 165; and I also saw a woman who was 

prosecuted under Article 145, while her husband is alive and married to another woman. He was in 

court too. And he tells the judge: I’m alive!”

“Th ey have to check for sure if was committed; ever since I’ve got here I see that lots of people are here 

because they don’t know the law…, it’s all because of not knowing the law and of resp onsibilities.”

“Th ey are not interest ed in an object ive approach… Th ey only see their own interest s and that’s it. 

Th ey are complicating everything, impute people with the act ions they didn’t do…”

“I st ay with a prisoner X who was sentenced to 6 years in prison under 145 / 1, but nothing is clear. 

She had a fi ght with her mother-in-law and scraped her with a knife. And why is she here for 6 years? 

Her mother-in-law is alive, everything is fi ne. A young girl, 23 years old. What are these cases, what 

are these sentences for? To dest roy people here? And her mother-in-law is alive. Inst ead of reeducating 

them, telling them about motherhood, they st ay. I can’t underst and where the problem is, either with 

the Criminal Code or with the judges.”

“I paid for lawyer’s services, I collaborate with my lawyer for a long time. Desp ite of the fact  that he is 

a professional and does his work well, he couldn’t pass over the police; the head of the Anti-Drug De-

partment demanded bribe, he has been receiving bribes from the Roma, who had sold me the drugs. I 

use drugs since the year 1991 and I know this world well, a lot is concealed, it’s an entire network.”

Reflections of the convicted women about the criminal proceeding

Th e team of researchers considered it necessary to 
raise the issue of the convict ed women’s perception 
of the criminal proceedings, considering the fact  
that they were involved in all their st ages: criminal 
invest igation, case hearing, and enforcement of the 
convict ion sentence. Th e criminal proceedings were 
a decisive part and an important st age of their lives. 
Th us, the team undertook to present the opinions of 
convict ed women about the act ivity of defence attor-
neys, police offi  cers, judges and prosecutors.

During the individual interviews, while referring 
to the criminal proceedings, in general, and to the 
act ivity of the inst itutions involved in the criminal 
proceedings, in particular, the interviewed inmates 
highlighted a number of drawbacks. Some of them 
referred to lack of object iveness and to corruption in 
the just ice sect or.

3.4. REFLECTIONS OF CONVICTED WOMEN 
ABOUT CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS
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3.4.1  PERCEPTION BY CONVICTED WOMEN 
OF THE ACTIVITY OF ATTORNEYS

Th e analysis of quest ionnaires revealed the fact  that all inmates had been proposed legal assist ance 
guaranteed by the st ate, while 84% of them accepted the services of attorneys providing free legal aid. 

Being asked whether the ex offi  cio attorney object ively presented their case in court, out of 252 women who 
worked with an ex offi  cio attorney, 74 convict ed women consider that the attorney had an object ive approach 
to their cases in court, while 160 consider that the attorney was not object ive (Table 10). 

Th e convict ed women also expressed their opinion about the quality of the services of attorneys providing 
legal assist ance guaranteed by the st ate. Th us, 25,4% of women were satisfi ed with the services of ex offi  cio at-
torneys, while 40,4% referred to low quality of their services (Table 11). 

Table 9. Presence of ex offi cio attorney

Responses Number of inmates Percent

Yes 252 84,0 %

No 48 16,0 %

TOTAL 300 100,0 %

Table 10. Objectivity of ex offi cio attorney

Responses Number of inmates Percent

Yes 74 29,4 %

No 160 63,5 %

Do not know 18 7,1 %

TOTAL 252 100,00 %

Table 11. Quality of assistance by ex offi cio attorney

Responses Number of inmates Percent

Very good 22 8,7%

Good 42 16,7%

Medium 58 23,0%

Bad 52 20,6%

Very bad 50 19,8%

Do not know 28 11,1%

TOTAL 252 100,00%
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In case of ex offi  cio attorneys the wish of the prison-
ers who have assessed their act ivity is that they put 
their heart in the act ivity they’ve chosen and in cases 
they are involved in. Th e charact erist ics they consider 
important for a lawyer are the skills of eff ect ive com-
munication; knowledge in the domain of psycholo-
gy, capacity to represent and protect  the interest s of 
their clients in the best  manner possible. According 
to some convict ed women, the ex offi  cio attorneys do 

not undertake enough eff ort to defend them. In the 
court they do not have any object ions against  what is 
being discussed in the court hearing. In results from 
the conduct ed interviews that the reasons for their 
lack of professionalism are the lack of fi nancial mo-
tivation, limited degree of professional commitment, 
lack of perseverance. Convict ed women also referred 
to cases when ex offi  cio attorneys did not know the 
criminal procedure and the human rights legislation. 

“I had a lawyer, but he didn’t help me at all. He was st ate-appointed.”

“Yes, they’ve off ered me one. I thought he would be my lawyer, it seems that they all work togeth-

er here. A lawyer has to be a good psychologist , to see if you indeed had committed that crime and 

defend you, and if you are innocent – help you get out of the prison. And what do we have inst ead? 

Th e innocent end up in prison, and the guilty ones are out, that’s how it goes. When I saw it, I felt 

so vexed… Maybe they haven’t killed anyone, but st ill they are convict ed under the Article 145, there 

are lots of them who haven’t killed but st ill st ay in prison… and those who st eal remain free… Do you 

think there are few of them?”

“A lawyer, even that appointed by the st ate, anyway charges 600 Euros, it’s a st andard price. Th e 

prosecutor said – “Th at’s life.” “We know they do it, we know the situation, but what can we do…” 

“What do you mean, what can you do? – Do just ice…” If she’s lying, and I can tell she’s lying! Why 

do you think I wrote to the Parliament? Why don’t you control the police? Th ey are all corrupted 

there, they have cars, millions of dollars paid by IOM, money paid by us, by everybody, how is that? 

For a year – one thousand dollars… Th ey told me to pay 50,000 dollars if I didn’t want to end up in 

prison. Th ey trial is conduct ed without any witnesses…”

“It is not good when the attorneys work free of charge… He did not even come up to me. I st ayed in 

the hosp ital when they arrest ed me. Th e hearing took place in my absence. Th ey convict ed me in my 

absence…”

“I had a st ate-appointed lawyer. I think that he wasn’t even familiar with the case, and he wasn’t 

even present at all the hearings.”

“I had a st ate-appointed lawyer. I had no money to pay him. It all went wrong… when my mother 

has found money aft er all and off ered it to the lawyer… he said that he didn’t need anything anymore, 

that he will make sure I go to prison, and that someone else had already paid him (aunt).”

“I had a st ate-appointed lawyer, I don’t think he has done his job well, he did not defend me at all, 

inst ead of saying that I defended myself, he said that I had killed him. I think he didn’t care.”

“Yes, I had a st ate-appointed lawyer, but he was of no use. He didn’t defend me, when he came to 

court he either kept silent or was sleeping. He told me from the very beginning that I would be con-

vict ed for murder and that he could do nothing about it.”

“Th ey’ve off ered me a st ate-appointed lawyer, but since I wasn’t paying him, he wasn’t defending my 

interest s. During the entire session I wasn’t given a chance to say a word. Th ey thought that if I had 

had confl ict s with him, and this was confi rmed by the witnesses, this means that I’ve killed him, but I 

couldn’t have killed him because I had been sleeping aft er coming home from work.”

Statements of convicted women about the activity of ex officio attorneys 
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Some of the interviewees provided a positive feedback about the act ivity of ex offi  cio attorneys 
mentioning that they have performed their work in a correct  manner. 

Th e services of a private defence counsel are not accessible to many inmates due to high fees they cannot af-
ford. Nonetheless, 48 inmates availed of the services of a select ed defence counsel. Th us, 32 of the 48 inmates 
consider that the select ed defence counsel refl ect ed object ively in the court their situation. 

During the interviews some of the inmates indicated they availed of the services of select ed defence counsels 
with experience in the area and that the assist ance and/or their representation before the courts was at a high 
level. Th e interviewees mentioned that they performed their duties well because they had been paid. 

“I had a lawyer, and I want to say that he was appointed by the st ate – he was an adviser. He was 

that kind of person you can call at 2-3 in the morning and he would support you. I knew that there 

was a person who would put every eff ort so that I could go back home to my child. I could never ac-

cuse him of not doing his work. I knew for sure that I had to go to prison for what I had done.”

“I cannot say anything bad. He did his job. I committed a crime and I had to take resp onsibility for 

it. He was good as an attorney.”

Statements of convicted women about the activity of ex officio attorneys 

“I had paid for lawyer’s services and he represented my interest s well and did his work well, I had 

paid a lot of money, but it didn’t help me.”

“I had paid for lawyer’s services, I think he did his work well, the circumst ances were diffi  cult, howev-

er, so I ended up here.”

“He worked hard and he was paid for his eff orts.”

Statements of convicted women about the activity of selected defence counsels  

Table 12. Objectivity of the selected defence counsel

Response Number of inmates Percent 

Yes 32 66,7%

No 11 22,9%

Do not know 5 10,4%

TOTAL 48 100,00%
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3.4.2.  PERCEPTION BY CONVICTED WOMEN 
OF THE ACTIVITY OF POLICE

Many vict ims of domest ic violence do not report cas-
es of violence, other than they are very serious cases 
or numerous act s of violence took place before. Th is 
means that all the notifi cations to the police about 
the cases of domest ic violence have to be taken se-
riously and prompt act ions need to be undertak-
en. Th e intervention of police must  be based on two 
principles: ensure safety for vict ims of domest ic violence 

and make the aggressors liable for their act ions [11].

11 Effi  cient intervention of police in cases of do-
mestic violence in Moldova. Training course.,  
http://cdf.md / fi les / resources / 5 / interior.pdf

Th e quantitative analysis of data revealed the fact  
that 119 of 300 quest ioned women qualifi ed the man-
ner of treatment during the criminal invest igation by 
the police offi  cers as very good and good, while 101 
women assessed the manner of treatment as very bad 
and bad (Table 13).

In the interviews the women said that during the crim-
inal invest igation the persons involved in the invest i-
gation of their case admitted act s of violence against  
them. Th e negative asp ect s resulting from the inter-
views that refer to the treatment of women by police 
offi  cers are related to cases when no measure is being 
undertaken in regard of the aggressor and when he 
returns home and continues his violent behaviour, and 
to cases when a police offi  cer is the one who was vio-
lent with the woman during the criminal invest igation. 

Table 13.  Manner of treatment during the criminal investigation by the police offi cers

How have you been treated during the criminal 

investigation by the police offi cer?
No. of persons Percent

1. Very well 21 7,0%

2. Well 98 32,7%

3. Medium 62 20,7%

4. Badly 39 13,0%

5. Very badly 62 20,7%

6. Do not know 18 6,0%

TOTAL 300 100,0%
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Considering the analysis of the quantitative data and the verbal st atements of the convict ed women, some 
of the police offi  cers disp layed resp ect  during the criminal proceedings, act ing in a professional, integer and 
honest  manner. 

“Th e policemen behaved well. Th ey knew me, they knew the case because I appealed to them before. 

We live in the same village, we knew each other and they even resp ect ed me.”

“Th e policeman from Rascani behaved in a normal way. But the one from our village did not have a 

good behaviour – he shouted at me.”

“Th e policemen behaved well, and the prosecutors as well.”

“Th ey had no reasons to be violent, everything was ok, I think.”

Statements of convicted women about the treatment by police officers

“Th e police have known about my relations with husband, however, they did not take any measures, 

an when I got here, no one list ened to me, although I went to the police before ending up here.”

“I had terrible arguments with the police when I was going to court. I was beaten by a policeman, 

or an invest igator, I can’t tell them apart, Mist er X. It was in 2012, he kicked my leg. It was at the 

 prosecutor’s offi  ce in our dist rict . He also hit my brother in the head with a folder with his personal 

fi les, and his head against  the wardrobe. My brother was st anding and then he hit his head against  

the wardrobe. Th en he turned over to me, slapped and kicked me. Th is leg became swollen, I couldn’t 

st ep on it. Th e left  one. I have had some hard times with them.”

“My husband and I were beaten by the policemen upon apprehension. My husband had been beaten 

hard; he couldn’t walk for about two weeks.”

“Th e policeman beat me so that I would admit my guilt. He beat me with his legs and with his baton.”

“We didn’t want to say the full truth, since my brother-in-law had been visiting us, so they beat us 

hard. Th ey hit my husband’s head against  the wall, and kicked me, as I’m a woman. We had report-

ed on them, had documented our injuries, but it disappeared from the fi le. Th ere wasn’t anything at 

the fi rst  court hearing.”

“I guess the police have to have a certain number of solved cases, so they write and accuse innocent 

people without any invest igations.”

“Th e policemen treated me extremely badly; they beat me and made me take the blame upon myself, 

made me admit that I sell drugs. I complained to other authorities that they had been aggressive, but 

no one took this fact  into consideration.”

Statements of convicted women about the treatment by police officers
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“Th e prosecutor said: pay me 2 thousand Euros and the quest ion will be solved. But I paid him noth-

ing, since I didn’t have that amount of money.”

“Th e prosecutor… threatened me. He said that if I took the entire criminal case upon me, the term 

would be of 23 years, however, I’ve got 13, the half of it. Hancest i and the Court of Appeal took 2 

years off  and changed the article. Initially it was 141 (1) (j), which means with brutality.”

“So, I sp ent 12 years in prison, I worked, and aft er these 12 years, when I returned to Moldova, 

they’ve put me into the pre-trial detention centre and made my son call my other son in Spain, both 

the lawyer and the prosecutor, and ask him to send 5,000 Euros from Spain so I would st ay under 

house arrest . Th e next day my son received 5,000 Euros sent by a nephew from Spain. He went to 

the prosecutor’s offi  ce with this money and gave it to the prosecutor and the lawyer, aft er that they 

brought me in and summoned me to the court. I knew nothing. During the court session, my mother 

was ill, seriously ill, and my son obtained a certifi cate that my mother was bedridden, and that I also 

have a minor child, so they placed me under house arrest . I found out about these 5,000 Euros only 

aft er I’d got free.”

Statements of convicted women about the treatment by the prosecutors

3.4.3.  PERCEPTION BY CONVICTED WOMEN 
OF THE ACTIVITY OF PROSECUTORS

Following the analysis of the quest ionnaires fi lled-in 
by the convict ed women it had been st ated that out 
of 300 quest ioned women 80 women were satisfi ed 
with the manner they had been treated during the 

criminal proceedings by the prosecutors, while 128 
women expressed their dissatisfact ion with the man-
ner of treatment (Table 14).

During the interviews the convict ed women referred to act s of corruption and inequity to the person accused 
of the commission of a crime. 

Table 14. Manner of treatment during the criminal proceedings by the prosecutors

How have you been treated during the 

criminal proceedings by the prosecutor 
No. of persons Percent

1. Very well 13 4,3%

2. Well 67 22,3%

3. Medium 85 28,3%

4. Badly 62 20,7%

5. Very badly 66 22,0%

6. Do not know 7 2,3%

TOTAL 300 100,0%
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“During the criminal proceedings, neither judge nor prosecutor wanted to communicate with me, 

they didn’t let me express my opinion about what had happened. Th ey’ve treated me badly to put be-

hind the bars an innocent person aft er all.”

Beside the negative feedback on the act ivity of the 
prosecutors, the interviewed convict ed women re-
ferred also to positive asp ect s related to the man-
ner of their treatment by the prosecutors (24,6 % of 
quest ioned women considered they had been treat-
ed very and well by the prosecutors (Table 14)). Th e 

interviewed women mentioned the fact  that during 
the criminal proceedings the prosecutors disp layed 
empathy, while communication was good due to the 
fact  that the interviewee came on time to the court 
hearings.

“Th e prosecutor was good, he felt sorry for me, and she could not convict  me when in the second hear-

ing the prosecutor was changed.”

“Th e prosecutor was not against  the term of 4 years the judge set. Th ey saw before the hearing that I 

came to them, the prosecutor saw him and his condition (drunk again) and I told the prosecutor “Do 

you what condition he is in?” I told him he was like that every day. He did not want to leave me and 

he gave me a hard time and the police could not do anything. Where should I have had to go? Live in 

the st reet?”

“Th e prosecutor had nothing against . He did not say anything. Every time he told me to come at a 

certain date and hour to the prosecutor’s offi  ce, I always was there on time, even earlier. I used to 

come to avoid problems. Th e communication was normal with everyone.”

“I had a good prosecutor and judge, but the attorney went out to the hallway and asked for money. 

He said that I should have expect ed a term of 5-15 years. She did not defend me, she did not tell me 

what I should have said, how I should have said things.”

“Everything was according to the law. Th ere were no cases of humiliation. Even the prosecutor, he 

used to sp eak to me in such a nice manner. He also used to give explanations to me and the attorney, 

so that I sometimes would not underst and who of them was the attorney. He treated me very well.”

Statements of convicted women about the treatment by prosecutors
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“Everything has to be changed. Th e judges’ mentality must  be changed. Th ey should catch those who are real 

criminals. Many women are dest royed here. How do they hear the case if they do not even list en to you? If 

they set a term up to 5 years… but they set a term from 10 years up. You go to prison for 10 years, but there are 

women convict ed for 15 years, others for 17 years, and others for 26 years. Here’s how they approach women.”

“I think they give women too long sentences. Of course, there are women who committed such crimes that 

they agree to get such punishments. Th ey deserve such punishments for killing children and many other 

crimes, but not 25 years, 10 years is enough for her to serve and to rehabilitate… or like they do in Europe 

when they impose fi nes and psychologist s work with them and they serve unpaid work punishments. Th us 

you can be with your family, child, you can work and this is already a motivation. It is very diffi  cult for 

me to live in Moldova and to support my family. Th is is already like a prison to me… I can say that they 

apply very harsh punishments to women. Half of the women are here for just  being asked to translate into 

English and here they are…5 years.”

Reflections of convicted women over the activity of judges 

3.4.4.  PERCEPTION BY CONVICTED WOMEN 
OF THE ACTIVITY OF JUDGES

Being asked about their perception of the treatment by judges, 113 women out of 300 quest ioned women ex-
pressed their satisfact ion with the manner they had been treated by judges, while 92 convict ed women were 
dissatisfi ed with the manner of treatment by judges (Table 15). 

During the interviews the inmates referred to the 
fact  that the judges should have considered the fac-
tor of “time”. According to the convict ed women, 
incorrect  qualifi cation of crimes is most ly caused by 
the limited time and issuing in a rush certain court judg-

ments, which deprive the women of everything they 
could enjoy being free – they st eal their lives. In 
the case of women convict ed for domest ic violence 

or murder, the prisoners’ quest ions were: Why don’t 

they consider self-defence? Why didn’t the judge take into 

account the violence manifest ed by the vict im against  the 

woman over these years? How come the prosecutor, the 

judge, the invest igator did not see these women were muti-

lated, deformed because of the violence manifest ed by the 

vict im towards her?

Table 15. Manner of treatment during the criminal proceedings by judges

How have you been treated during the 

criminal proceedings by the judge?
No. of persons Percent 

1. Very well 12 4,0%

2. Well 101 33,7%

3. Medium 89 29,7%

4. Badly 51 17,0%

5. Very badly 41 13,7%

6. Do not know 6 2,0%

TOTAL 300 100,0%
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Th e refl ect ions of convict ed women about their per-
ception of the act ivity of defence attorneys, police 
offi  cers, prosecutors and judges confi rms that some 
representatives of the aforementioned professions 
are guided in their act ivity by such values as integrity 
and professionalism. Nevertheless, considering the 

analysed information, the share of attorneys provid-
ing legal assist ance guaranteed by the st ate who do 
not execute their duties properly accounts for 40,4 % 
(Table 11), of police offi  cers – 33,7 % (Table 13), of 
prosecutors – 42,7 % (Table 14) and of judges – 30,7 % 
(Table 15).

Some of the interviewed women were satisfi ed with the resp ect fulness and attitude of the judges towards them 
during the hearings. Th e convict ed women referred to the possibility to sp eak, to be underst ood, they saw in-
terest  in their case.

“Th e judge treated me well, I mean he didn’t tell me to shut my mouth when I wanted to sp eak. I at-

tended every hearing, and the prosecutor told me that he would do everything possible to put me in 

prison.”

“I am pleased by judge’s work, because she underst ood that I am innocent, however, they had it their 

way, under the pretext that I had been under the infl uence of alcohol because I drank. Th ey put me 

into detention at 12 a.m. and in the morning they took me to the hosp ital to take a blood test . Th e ex-

pertise showed that there was no alcohol in my blood, however, in my fi le it was said that I had been 

intoxicated.”

“In the court of fi rst  inst ance I had a judge about whom one could say that she is a truly good per-

son… she was fi rst  of all a woman, a mother. In terms of the law, she looked deeper, as a person… and 

so did the lawyer.”

“Th e judge in the fi rst  inst ance court treated me well. I told the truth. I thought that would consider 

something else. But all in all, it was ok.”

Reflections of convicted women about the activity of judges 

“Th ey convict  for many years, they do not consider whether you are guilty or not. Th ey caught a per-

son and saw she can be convict ed: “Why don’t we give her 10-12 years”. Th ey found the person, and 

this means they will fi nd an article for her.”

“Th e judge gave me 12 years and that’s it. However, she didn’t take into consideration the fact  that I 

was 2 weeks pregnant, I gave her the certifi cate and she said that it is freshly made and threw it away. 

She also didn’t take into consideration that I had 2 minor children, of 4 and 2 years old. It didn’t 

matter to her.”

“Th e judge doesn’t take into consideration the motives. Outside of our country they take motives into 

consideration, but here – they don’t. Th ey just  judge you under a certain article and that’s it. But 

they don’t want to know anything about what had happened and how.”

“Th ey were sleeping… I’m serious – they were sitting and sleeping… All my acquaintances came to the 

court to say: “Come on, this woman is innocent”… there was no one to talk to… there were 3 of them 

sitting, I see them as if it were today – a man and two women… they were sleeping.”



IV.   THE PRESENT. 
RUSCA PRISON AS PART 
OF THE CONVICTED 
WOMEN’S LIVES
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4.1 LIFE IN PRISON

TT
he conditions in Rusca Prison are 
assessed by the inmates as com-
pared to what had been there 5-10 
years ago or what they had seen 
(experienced) in the pre-trial de-
tention centres, as being good. 
Th e same is st ated also by the Eu-
ropean Committee for the Preven-

tion of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treat-
ment or Punishment (CPT) during the visit to the 

Republic of Moldova on 14-25 September 2015. Ac-
cording to the report, the cells were repaired, light, 
ventilated and clean. In general, there was enough 
sp ace for the detained women (2-6 inmates per cell). 
Nonetheless, some cells were overcrowded (cells of 9 
and 14 m2 with four and six inmates) [12].

12 Report to the Government of the Republic of Moldova on 
the visit to the Republic of Moldova carried out by the European 
Committee for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrad-
ing Treatment or Punishment (CPT) from 14 to 25 September 
2015

“Th e conditions are better lately, we are not st aying 80 persons crammed in a single cell, the toilet is 

not outdoors, I think it is better now, but not as good as at home.”

‘Currently the prison conditions are good and acceptable, we have water, power, the cells were reno-

vated, the road to the prison was repaired, the direct or tries to do his best … the market is under con-

st ruct ion, but the prisoners are not content, they are explained but they disagree. We have food, which 

is not that bad. Th e food in other prisons is much worse. I have been here for 5 years and 4 months.”

“You see, this is a prison, and whatever the conditions we are provided, it is st ill a prison.”

“When I came here I saw it was not as bad as in Chisinau. I st ay with women who didn’t murder, 

who are kind, even though they had st ressful situations, too. We st ayed in the same cell since I came 

here, and we support one another. Th e work is also good.”

“Th e conditions are good, and if we need something, or something brakes up, like the washing ma-

chine or the fridge, we tell them. We have a gas st ove. We tell the direct or, the administ ration, and 

they help us with what they can. I mean I sp eak for myself. My problems would always be solved.”

Assessment by convicted women of detention conditions 

One of the dissatisfact ions is due to the fact  that pris-
oners are dist ributed per cells without clear criteria or 
without caring whether the prisoners will be happy 
with the dist ribution. Problems occur also when some 
employed inmates when getting ready for work have 
to bear insults of those not employed, being blamed 
for dist urbing them during the morning preparations.



34

“Th ose convict ed for economic crimes cannot be put together with those convict ed under Article 145 

or 201 on domest ic violence, because people are diff erent, they are aggressive. I st ayed with these mur-

derers, and I couldn’t even sp eak to them. My article is diff erent, I can have a look at a person and 

say whether she is convict ed under the same article as me, i.e. Article 191 – educated, intelligent.”

“You can’t keep all the prisoners together. And it takes a lot of time until you get used to the people 

that you st ay with in the cell. If women were convict ed under the same article, they have something to 

talk about, but it’s not interest ing for me to st ay with those who served 4-5 terms, and I fi nd it hard to 

see those women who serve their 5th or 6th term for murder. It is the fault of the psychologist .”

“I wake up in the morning to go to work, but they get angry with me because I dist urb them while I 

get ready. Th ey don’t work.”

“Th ere is need for psychological help. Th e psychologist  should dist ribute them in the way so that they 

can fi nd each other and get along with each other.”

“I wake up in the morning to go to work, but they are angry because I dist urb them while I am getting 

ready. Th ey do not work.”

Assessment by convicted women of detention conditions

“Th ey rebel because they are too many in the cell, they suff ocate, it’s st u ffy, there are many people.”

“Th is happens when many women st ay in the same cell, there always appear confl ict s. As it happens 

when living in a residence hall, there I know I can go out and have a walk, but here it gathers and 

gathers… and someday they take revenge. Th ere are such women here, too.”

“We see here too little. We need a workplace, sp ace. Th ey give very long sentences to women.”

“My relations with the cell mates are good, we get along well, we may quarrel because we don’t have 

enough room, but we try to underst and each other, we are not home and must  concede, have pa-

tience, sympathy. I wouldn’t say women here are very mean, it depends on how you receive it, what 

you off er.”

“When I came here in 2012, there were 248 women here, it was diff erent, there was no such aggres-

siveness between prisoners, their traits diff er. But now we are like in a glass jar, they gathered us to-

gether and that’s all.”

Assessment by convicted women of detention conditions

Some of the inmates referred to overcrowding in prison leading to tense relations and more violence among 
inmates, to limited sp ace in the cell, permanent lack of privacy, inaccessible medical services, and limited 
workplaces.

Some interviewed women mentioned that it was not 
possible to have a balanced food or diet in prison in 
case of those with health problems. One of the ways 
to settle the issue identifi ed by the interviewed wom-

en was to purchase food in prison or receive parcels 
from relatives. Th e dissatisfact ion of several women 
was expressed with regards to the interdict ion to re-
ceive certain food product s from close relatives. 
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“When you are isolated, you are torn apart from your family. My rights are not violated, but it’s a 

prison aft er all.”

“Th ey remind you all the time: presence, select or: “Th at convict ”. You can’t forget it even for a minute, 

although you want to, but you can’t. But this is the law, we can’t do anything about it. We violated 

the law, we ended up here, it’s our fault. Absence of freedom. We lost  it.”

“Alignment 3 times a day, it’s psychologically diffi  cult, counting 3 times a day, the badge always at-

tached, wherever you go… I am afraid to forget it… I may be reported for that, and I fear that it can 

hinder my arrival at home to my child.”

“You may lie on the bed, but you can’t sleep, otherwise – report… It is fearful until you get used to it. 

Nobody sleeps at noon… It is hard, I feel very tired.”

“Lack of underst anding… Neither the woman knows how to behave here nor the administ ration.”

“Th e idea that you have the lowest  social st atute originates in your head – psychologically you are at 

the lowest  level. Th e st atue of a prisoner is very hard to accept, you have to acknowledge it and live 

with it. Th e place doesn’t change the man, i.e. you can be a human in prison, too. Th e most  diffi  cult 

is when you are referred to as prisoner, but you get used to it, there is no human who doesn’t get used 

to anything.”

Assessment by convicted women of detention conditions

“Prison is not as bad as the people here. If I must  quarrel with prisoners or the administ ration, I can’t 

be silent until I say everything I think, and I don’t hide it.”

“… but other prisoners do not try hard, they don’t want to do the 2 hours of community work, which 

are compulsory according to the regulation. 2 hours for landscaping, because we are women, we do it 

for us not for the administ ration. We clean the place, but not many of us work hard.”

“During these 4 years I got sick and tired of it, I’d rather be reported and isolated and st ay alone, 

without hearing or seeing anybody. I am sick and tired of them.”

“If you are confl ict ual, the administ ration reports you and it’s not good for you. I behave well, so I 

had the opportunity to be released earlier and easier.”

“Here like everywhere people are diff erent, but I can tell you that women here are aggressive. Th ere 

are more important women or who consider themselves more important, esp ecially those who are not 

for the fi rst  time here. It is a prison, all kind of st uff  happens here, but I personally try to st ay aside.”

“Th ere are persons who generate confl ict s intentionally.”

Types of behaviour of women in detention 

Th e conduct ed interviews reveal that being in detention women can disp lay diff erent types of behaviour ad-
just ing to the detention regime: 

• Aggressive behaviour – high level of aggression manifest ed against  other prisoners, employees or them-
selves. It is the case of regime breakers. Some of them resort to self-mutilation.
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“Th ere are cases when women generate confl ict s by themselves and are punished by the administ ration 

which writes reports. I think that this behaviour has to be punished, otherwise there would be chaos.”

“In general I get along well, but there are cases I disagree with. For inst ance, here are women who 

beat other older inmates or st eal. I cannot accept such a thing.”

“Th ere is a lot of aggressiveness here. Everyday there is verbal violence. I feel sick to go out. I do not 

know. Th ese women… I work and am not interest ed… I work in tailoring, I do not want to see anyone 

and I do not want to know anyone. Th ey can mock you – this is usual. It is a prison.”

• Defensive behaviour – introversion, withdrawal 
of prisoner from other prisoners, the case of women 
who “invited God into their hearts” and withdraw to 
the prayer hall or to church, and also those working 
in manufact uring, who have no time to communicate 

with other prisoners. A woman blocked in the de-
fensive st ate chooses not to express her feelings and 
thoughts, she fears to put herself into a more vulner-
able position and remains blocked in this st ate.

• Behaviour of integration – relates act ively with the 
prison environment (initiative, leadership etc.) – sen-
try prisoners, women on duty on the fl oor, in the live-
lihood fi eld, prisoners resp onsible for certain sect ors 
or act ivities: library, computer hall, prayer hall. Th e 
integration process ensures the interact ion between 
the individual and the group, social environment 
that ensures a funct ional balance between the parties.

• Behaviour of consent – passive compliance of the prisoner with the prison rules.

“I try to take care of my life and not to get involved into confl ict s or aggressive talks with anyone. I 

work the land, I sp end much time working for time to pass quicker, and try not to get involved, hear 

or see anybody. I mind my own life. Moreover, I have a wage here and can support my family at least  

somehow. I get along well with the administ ration, I have no confl ict s with anyone.”

“I do not have problems, I do not interfere… I am always silent. Th ere was a case when I got burnt 

with a cup of coff ee. Th ey told me not to sp eak of her in the prison. I am not of a kind to sp eak to 

someone or to interfere in a discussion, I am very silent…”

Types of behaviour of women in detention 

“I came here to be punished, forgiven, maybe I will be granted amnest y, if not – then it is God’s will.”

Types of behaviour of women in detention 
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During the interviews some women describe close relations they est ablished with other women in prison, 
friendship relations, relations where women have a caring treatment of younger inmates.

“I participate in all the act ivities here, I draw post ers and participate in all the internal act ivities, 

and therefore I get along well with the personnel, administ ration and all the prison employees. I get 

along well with the personnel and nobody is aggressive with me.”

“I participate in all the cultural act ivities, draw post ers, write poems, take part in performances.”

Types of behaviour of women in detention 

“Th ere are four of us. We eat together because all of us had been convict ed under the same article. We 

are all mothers. Th ere is something that joins us. Th e youngest  is 33. I perceive her as my own child. I 

can scold her like “You went out and did not eat”. Th e relations are very good, but it depends who they 

place you with.”

“I am in a friendship relationship with a woman and I call her sist er. Th at’s because we are convict ed 

under the same article.”

Assessment y convicted women of their relations with other inmates
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Th e interviewed women also referred to the rights 
and obligations of a convict  considering that some 
of their rights are observed, other – to a smaller de-
gree. We select ed a part of the st atements of con-
vict ed women about the rights violated in prison. 

Some women refer to the violation of the right to 
high-quality medical assist ance, to receipt of parcels 
with food, to the possibility to purchase food from 
the prison shop, to the right to vote, etc. 

“Many of my rights are violated. First  and foremost  – nutrition. If I cannot eat properly… Th e State 

feeds us properly, but there is a market here that opens once in 3 months and they sell only coff ee and 

cigarettes there. Th ey work only with women who smoke and drink coff ee, but for me food is import-

ant. For example, in summer they do not allow our relatives to bring us salami and dairy product s 

because they alter. But I want to eat. I am sentenced to be deprived of freedom, not of proper nutri-

tion. So I have to watch those who smoke and drink coff ee.”

“Even the right to choose our cell mates; we are placed here in cells with HIV / AIDS positive people, 

who aft er a quarrel can take my razor blade, cut themselves and put it back… Th en I shave and get 

infect ed with HIV / AIDS. It’s for a lifetime… I think all these things should be taken into consider-

ation. But nothing here preoccupies the administ ration, absolutely nothing. And I know for certain 

that this is how it works.”

“Th e shop – once in 3 months, sweets, biscuits, coff ee and cigarettes, but people want some cheese, 

milk, sausage, frankfurters. I should not be deprived of these.”

“Th ey don’t allow religion here, every time we would encounter obst acles, it is not permitted, it is not 

permitted… (religious confessions), then the voting – why should you tell me for whom to vote… it is a 

kind of pressure, too.”

“Violated rights – the right to vote, the right to st ay in a healthy cell, health should be taken into ac-

count.”

“First  – they force us to work on Saturdays and Sundays. On holidays, and even on the 8th of March. 

I was shocked when I was told that on holidays like New Year we would work. Th ere were many such 

holidays.”

“Th ere are many violations… Even the right to sp eak to the regime boss sometimes – they put me into 

a cell with people I am not content with. I beg you, put me into another cell, I am not fi ne with it. I 

was told the following: What, you don’t know where you are? – in prison, so st ay there.”

Statements of convicted women about their rights 

“I st ayed with two girls. Th ey did not get proper guidance from their parents and we used to discuss in 

the room how to do things, how to take care of ourselves. Th ey did not know what manicure was, what 

a crème is. I like when they thank me.”

“I tell the younger inmates not to get involved in confl ict s. I explain to them certain things. Oft en the 

newcomers get involved into confl ict s. Th is is until they get used to the rules here.”
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Th e research conduct ed in Rusca Prison revealed that 33,7 % of the convict ed women refer to their relations with 
the st aff  of the prison as being very good and good, 50 % – very bad and bad, and 16,3 % – medium (Table 16).

Appreciation of the relations with the personnel is done as a whole, but each convict ed woman st arts her expla-
nations from something that is inherent to her in that relation. 

During the interviews the inmates referred both to 
positive and negative asp ect s of their relations with 
the st aff  of the prison. It had been st ated that the 
interviewees who have a job in prison qualify the re-
lations with the st aff  in a positive manner mentioning 

lack of any confl ict s. Th e relations are also positive-
ly described by the mothers in detention taking care 
of their children until they reach the age of 3. Th ey 
mentioned that they were supported whenever assis-
tance was needed. 

“I am a doct or, so I get along with all employees and prisoners here, and when I have the possibility I 

even help the women.”

“I had the opportunity to build good relations with the personnel, and when I ask for help, they help 

me. Nobody was aggressive towards me, although there are teasers here.”

“Th e administ ration is always receptive. When I had a problem, or any quest ions, they would always 

help me.”

Statements of women about their relations with the prison staff 

“I get along badly with the nurse, she doesn’t believe me when I tell her I have high blood pressure, 

and she keeps telling me to come during her offi  ce hours. Th e personnel reports me oft en, they think I 

Statements of women about their relations with the prison staff 

4.2  RELATIONS BETWEEN INMATES AND 
EMPLOYEES/ADMINISTRATION

Table 16. Relations with the staff of the prison

Assessment Number of inmates Percent

Very good 41 13,7%

Good 60 20,0%

Medium 49 16,3%

Bad 60 20,0%

Very bad 90 30,0%

TOTAL 300 100,0%
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am a drug user and Russian, and this aff ect s my conditions here.”

“I am discriminated by the administ ration here because I sp eak Russian, and while Moldovan wom-

en are allowed to wear no badge, I am not. I am a drug user and I am also discriminated against  by 

the medical offi  cers.”

“In 5 years my health st atus changed, they don’t give me medicines, the medical offi  cer sp eaks ill and 

act s badly. When I want to have test s done, they ask: “Why are you coming for lab test s every single 

day?” I never had my lab test s taken in 5 years… Upon my word… I went to see the doct or because my 

hand and my leg hurt, they made us plough, and aft er you do that the leg hurts even more… When I 

get sick, they don’t take care of me… I take pills I was brought from home… When we have to check 

our organs – not all of them, though – they would say: “We have no money to pay for the car”.”

“I think that the women on duty are so mean, they are told to be so… Th ey say food used to be worse, 

that’s what it used to be, but we don’t want it as in the past .”

“Th ere should be no discrimination – some are allowed, some are not… Some are allowed to have 

food, some are not, some are praised for their work, some are not… Who is privileged here? I don’t 

know why the administ ration favours certain women, since we are all the same here.”

“I was… a regime breaker… just  look at me… Me – a regime breaker… I beg you to get me right (cry-

ing)… Me – a regime breaker. Th e former head of the prison, Mr. Deviza, I don’t know what bad I 

did to him… why would he always be angry with me, shout at me, tell the women on duty to report 

me, tell the prisoners to tease me – yell at me, hit me, so I would do something and be reported… Only 

I know how diffi  cult it was… Take a look at me, please; if you have a camera, record me, it’s impossi-

ble… (crying). Look (showing her hands).”

Statements of women about their relations with the prison staff 

Diffi  culties in communication are multiple. Th ey re-
sult from the attitude of the employees qualifi ed by 
some inmates as being incorrect  and limited only to 
the failure to provide healthcare when needed, to 

imposing women feeling sick to work, to unfair st aff  
reports against  the inmates, to unjust ifi ed dismissal 
from work and to a diff erentiated attitude towards 
the women. 

4.3  IMPACT OF DETENTION ON THE 
QUALITY OF WOMEN’S LIFE

When we launched this st udy, we asked ourselves 
about the consequences of detention on the women. 
We assumed that the emotional condition of women 
and their children were aff ect ed, relations with their 
families were dest royed, and that there was a real risk 
of discrimination upon return in the community. At 
the same time, we anticipated that the fi nancial condi-

tion was also aff ect ed as a result of the money invest ed 
for their defence in court, current expenses, health-
care cost s, their relatives’ attempts to get the proper-
ty of women, dest ruct ion of their houses and money 
st olen from abandoned houses, and, eventually, the 
refund of the money debt. 
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“Family is life, it is everything. All the support I ever received was from my family. I miss them very 

much. My children come and see me, they never forgot about me. We talk by phone and during visits.”

“It is everything. Esp ecially my daughter, she gives me life. I know that every Saturday I have to make 

a call, to hear my mother and my daughter, and then I can work, and feel no pain.”

“It is my life, it is everything I have got. If I had no children, I wouldn’t have survived all these 

years.”

“Family means everything to me. When you are here it is very important to know that your family 

waits for you out there. I see here women crying because they do not communicate with their families 

or are not accepted. Th ank God, my husband loves me and accepts me, he waits for me and resp ect s 

me. He believes that I have no blame.”

“Family is family… it means support, it means everything… family is life.”

“Family means everything to me, my life, my oxygen. Even while I am here I try to make up for my 

absence, I send gift s to my daughter – toys, purses, I try to support them from here as much as I can. 

I send them all I earn here. I leave the minimum for myself. 400 lei is enough for me here. I send the 

rest  home.”

“Family – is where life is, where you have support… where there are no problems, but a happy rela-

tionship, as in God’s arms, as in Heaven. Whatever happens to you – good or bad, they are there to 

help you.”

“Family is a human environment where you feel very well. Th ey are my hope. I never felt that they 

would blame me for disgracing them. One more lesson – the prison taught me how important the fam-

ily is. It is diff erent outside – job, friends, various environments push family on the second place, but 

here you realize its role to the fullest .”

“Family is the extension of life on Earth. It is the beginning and the continuity on Earth.”

“Th e sense of life…”

Statements of the convicted women about their relations with the family

When sp eaking about their families, the majority of 
inmates sp eak about the children and parents. In their 
st atements we fi nd that the notion of family begins to 
be defi ned by the word everything. Everything – a whole 
universe which they currently partially lack, every-

thing made up of her and those dear to her. Everything 

implies unity, to be one with the others who may be 
the child, parent or husband. It results from the inter-

views that if you have nobody outside the prison walls, 
it is very hard to survive in prison. Th e thought that 
there is somebody out there who waits for them, with 
whom they communicate and for whom they are im-
portant – helps the women get easier through all the 
negative moments. A lesson learnt by the convict ed 
women is the underst anding of the family’s value.

4.3.1  IMPACT OF DETENTION ON THE FAMILY 
OF THE CONVICTED WOMAN
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Th e families support the inmates to the extent they can. Th is emotional support gives them hope for the fu-
ture, which is near for some of them and far away for others. 

Th e prisoners who have no support from their par-
ents, siblings, or children perceive negatively their 
families. Th e prisoners say st raightforward that their 
families turned their backs on them, and they do not 

communicate with their families. Aft er saying that 
they perceive negatively their families, they do not 
provide too many explanations. Very oft en they sim-
ply say “I don’t know”.

“But now my second husband supports me and my family encourages me. I pray for them to have 

patience and wait for me, and I am happy to have a mother-in-law who underst ands and encourages 

me. Th ey say they need me and love me. We must  persevere.”

“I am grateful to God that she (my mother) react ed wisely. Regardless of the situations that I was in, 

they do not look down on me… Although I am aware I hurt my mother and brothers, all of them. But 

they encouraged me even more. I say it because many mates of mine were abandoned by their families 

too. My family works a lot so that I could have a relationship with them, with my daughter, so that 

they could bring her here, once in 3 months, for 3 days, for her not only to see me, but to sleep beside 

me, to take a shower with me, to cook, and to sp end time as we would at home.”

“As I said, my family is with me, I matured and they matured. I appreciated them, they appreciated 

me. Th ey cannot live without me, I cannot live without them.”

“My family waits for me, loves me, resp ect s me. I hope to return and fi nd them all alive. My family 

supported and continues to support me. I only wait for the time to pass quicker and for me to get out 

of here.”

“Very good relationship – my children come and visit me. Th ey love me, and I love them.”

“I can say that most  of my friends turned their back on me, and even many of my relatives did… 

Somebody believes me, somebody doesn’t. My mother didn’t leave me. She always supports me. Th e 

dearest  persons are with me and support me. Th ey didn’t give up on me.”

Statements of the convicted women about their relations with the family

“I perceive my family badly.”

“Th ey gave up on me.”

“I have no family anymore. When I am released I want to raise my child. I don’t want to get married 

any more. I am disappointed. I have no faith in family and I don’t communicate with my mother. I 

don’t communicate with my biological family; they virtually turned their back on me, but I want to 

help my brothers to the extent possible.”

“I don’t communicate with anybody. My mother is alive, but she believes that since I ended up here I 

have been disgracing her, so she refuses to sp eak with me by phone.”

Statements of the convicted women about their relations with the family
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Th e interviewees sp oke about the possibility to com-
municate with relatives through short and long-term 
visits, or by phone. Th e problem which some of the 
women face is the long dist ance from their home to 
the Rusca Prison. It is a serious obst acle for their 

relatives to be able to come, esp ecially for the elderly 
parents or children left  with relatives. Another barri-
er for visits is the impossibility to be visited because 
of scarce fi nancial resources of the members of the 
convict ed women’s families. 

Th e children of the inmates have also a hard time coping with their mothers’ detention. Th e analysis of 
quantitative data revealed that out of 300 women who fi lled-in the quest ionnaire, 94 have children aged 
up to 16 (Table 17). 

“Because you are far from your family and they give up on you. My sist ers turned their back on me, 

and so did my mother. I was dead for them since the very day that I got here. Th ey decided so knowing 

that I am not guilty. Th at means it should be so. I can’t settle this until I get out of here and have to 

talk to them.”

“Yes, being near Chisinau, my family comes to all short and long term meetings. I also call them every 

week. I personally had no obst acles in communicating with my family.”

“I communicate by phone with my mother who is here in Moldova, and with my husband who is in 

Russia. 20 minutes is too little for me, and I am only allowed to call one person… so I have to decide, 

whom I shall call today, this week – my mother to encourage her, or my husband. It is diffi  cult. For 

the rest , I see no obst acles.”

“I have the possibility. Th e obst acle is represented by the prison wall.” 

Statements of the convicted women about their relations with the family

Table 17. Number of inmates with children aged up to 16

Response Number of inmates Percent

Yes 94 31,3%

No 206 68,7%

TOTAL 300 100,0%

Women sp eak about situations where their children 
suff er at school and in the community because of 
their mothers’ st atute, and also about their worries 
regarding the present and the future of their children. 
Th e children grow without their mothers’ love; they 
are discriminated because of their mothers’ deten-

tion. Being separated from their mothers, they opt 
for a negative and anti-social behaviour. Th e recom-
mendation of psychologist s in this regard is to make 
as much as possible to preserve the relationship of 
the parents with their children.
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Studies reveal that the children of convict ed women 
(convict ed parents) are prone to a risk for delinquent 
behaviour in the future and, eventually, for deten-
tion, because, in most  cases, they grow up in orphan-
ages or their grandparents take care of them. For 
inst ance, in the Correct ional Facility for Juveniles in 

Nebraska 44% of inmates had parents who were or 
st ill are detained in prisons [14]. 

14  Henriques, Z. 1982. Imprisoned mothers and their children: 
A descriptive and analytical study. Lanham, Md.: University Press 
of America. Locy, T. 1999.

Various st udies underline the critical importance of 
the mother to be with her children both in the early 
years and later to satisfy their emotional needs. As 
a result of mother’s absence children are shy, with-
drawn, without self-confi dence and confi dence in 
relationships. Th ere are cases where the children do 
not know anything about their mothers’ detention 
and it does not always work as protect ion, but can 
cause harm. “Love of a mother for a child is a source 
and an essential condition which transforms a child 

into a social being.” [13]

Th e convict ed women are worried about their not 
being next to their children when they need them the 
most . Th e interviewees are aware of the importance 
of maternal care, guidance, communication, which 
altogether contribute to a harmonious development 
of the child.

13 Ciofu C., Interacţiunea părinţi-copii, Editura medi-
cală Almatea, București, 1998. ru.scribd.com/doc/3228911/
Carmen-Ciofu-Interactiunea-parinti-copii

“When my daughter was at schools she was told that her mother is in prison. Back in the village peo-

ple rumour, and children go to school and repeat what they heard. So they told my daughter about 

it. She answered: “I know where my mother is. You take care of your mother, and I shall take care of 

mine.” She didn’t quarrel, nor did the children say anything to her.”

“It keeps me calm that there are no problems. My children are in the 6th, 4th and 1st  grades; they go 

to the village school. Th ose from the school know that I am in prison, there were problems in the begin-

ning, but now everything is very well. And the villagers got used to it.”

“My son is a good boy. It seems that everything is fi ne. But there are moments when he gets out of con-

trol of his aunt who takes care of him.”

Statements of the convicted women about their relations with the family

“I fear to miss something from my child’s life, I wish I were with him, it hurts me to think that I 

wasn’t there when he made his fi rst  st eps, I underst and that I can’t see what he is doing and it hurts 

me.”

“Of course I communicate with my son, I love him very much. And he loves me. You know this age, I 

should be with him, he can st ay with grandparents until he is 12, but then it begins – friends who dis-

tract  them from st udies, and you must  advise them whom to trust … So as for them not to be naive.”

“I want home because my daughter is a teenager and the young people are dangerous. I am afraid, 

because she is a beauty. I think every mother has such worries.”

Statements of the convicted women about their relations with the family
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During the interviews the inmates sp oke about the 
impact  of detention on their fi nancial condition. Th e 
reasons invoked by the women are multiple: poor 
health condition which does not let them get em-
ployed, thus, the expenses incurred by them in pris-

on are higher; the sold house and/or huge amounts 
sp ent to pay for the services of a defence counsel; 
goods from their house st olen aft er their convict ion; 
obligation to compensate the material damage.

“Th e expenses. A lot of money is sp ent, esp ecially because I am allergic I can’t eat everything they 

serve here, I can’t work in the fi eld, sunrays are dangerous for me, and if you don’t work, you have 

no money… Th e family takes care of you. And in 19 years – $ 10,000 are sp ent or so. Let’s est imate – 

700-800 lei are sp ent per month…”

“I sold my house to avoid getting into prison, and I am here nonetheless. But my future husband has 

recently bought a house.”

“She put us here (her and her husband), because she (her sist er-in-law) wanted our household. She 

said a lot of things, lies, because she wanted our house, the old man’s share, her father, everything. 

And where am I supposed to live?”

“I have a house. And I’ve got a small portion of land around the house, I don’t have other goods, the 

house belongs to me, I am regist ered there. Th e only thing is that since I am here my house has been 

burgled and many goods, furniture, goods from around the house were st olen.”

“Th e fi replace is dest royed, the wardrobe and the bed are broken, everything is broken, there are no 

curtains, no blankets, the house is empty. If you’d want to live there, I don’t know how. And if it’s 

winter, cold, raining, snowing?”

“A lot of money has been sp ent since I am here, tens of thousands of Euros… my mother told me: “You 

could have bought yourself an apartment.” My attorney was one of the top 5 attorneys. He is very 

good.”

“I have to pay them the money back.”

Statements of convicted women about the impact of detention on their financial condition

4.3.2  IMPACT OF DETENTION ON THE FINANCIAL 
CONDITION OF THE INMATES

Th e negative impact  of detention on the fi nancial 
condition of inmates intensifi es the worries about 
the future of the women outside the prison related to 
their living place, job, position in the society, atti-
tude of the community towards her. Th us, through 
the conduct ed interviews we also intended to anal-
yse the refl ect ions of the women about their future, 
which are presented in the following chapter of the 
st udy.



V. REFLECTIONS 
ABOUT THE FUTURE
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TT
he women describe in the inter-
views their fear for the future. 
Th ey explain it by the fact  that 
someone could remind them of 
their convict ion and thus damage 
the present and the future. Th e fu-
ture is uncertain because of a po-
tential discrimination against  the 

women, lack of a job, which is very diffi  cult to fi nd 
aft er release, the shame to return to the community, 

the fear for the inability to adjust  to freedom aft er 
many years in detention, lack of a place to live and 
because of no one waiting for them.

Th is negative perception of the future makes some 
women think of how they will be able to survive in 
the society. Th ere are cases when the women see their 
future by referring to the realities in the prison: to 

have a permanent workplace in prison, the family is the 

ones I live with here.

“It’s for a lifetime. Even if I know why I am here, it is a mark forever. I think when I am released, 

people will point their fi ngers at me.”

“Bad, I don’t know why but bad, I see nothing good. I don’t know why. I feel ashamed to go back into 

the village.”

“I am afraid of the other side, afraid of what waits for me on the other side. You have to know where 

to go, what to do, where to work… Th e fi rst  time I was released I found a job related to my sp ecial-

ity – culinary chef at Green-Hills. When I fi lled in the form, there was the quest ion whether I had 

been in prison, so I wrote “no”, but in a half a year they checked it, they were not angry with me, they 

summoned me and asked: “Why didn’t you write it?” I answered: “If you were me, would you have 

written it?” Th ey said: “We are not allowed to hire former prisoners”… I fi led thus a resignation let-

ter… Th is thing is very bad in my village, you may fi nd a public workplace but you work for miserable 

salaries… you can’t apply for another workplace, you have got a white sp ot… this is scary, because no 

one knows what follows, where to fi nd a job.””

“What will I do outside? Will I be able to get a job? How will I support my family? Will I be able to 

bring up my children? Will I have any support, and least  temporary? Because I don’t want to end up 

here again…”

“It is a huge shame to st ay in prison….It really is…”

“I want to pay back all my debts, even those gained unfairly, and I hope to be accepted back to my 

workplace, and that the fact  that I had criminal convict ions will not aff ect  my employers. I miss my 

family.”

“When you are released, it is obvious that you were in prison, and you can’t fi nd a job. And when you 

apply somewhere, they ask for certain documents. And when they see you were in prison, they do not 

accept you. When they fi nd that you were locked up…. Th ose who get out of here can’t fi nd a job. A 

woman has been recently released, she got married, but can’t fi nd a job, so she works illegally in var-

ious places. Why? Because she has been recently released and people are afraid to hire her. Even the 

family… they wait for you, but when you return home… they might not accept you with open hearts 

and arms, either.”

“I have the fear that I won’t be able to cope, aft er so many years sp ent here, I don’t know whether I’ll 

manage it.”

Reflections of the convicted women about the future 
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“Anxiety – How will the society accept me? Will they point their fi ngers at me? I have a house in the 

village, I will st ay there with my grandchild. I don’t know whether I will have a job, since it is rather 

diffi  cult to fi nd one aft er having been in prison.”

“I’m afraid that society might accuse me for what I committed. I fear that my mother won’t be alive 

when I am released, I hope she will.”

“I am rest less because I think that when I am released I won’t be able to fi nd a job. I heard that even 

your children are not enrolled at school if you are a former prisoner.”

“Please, tell them that we would like to attend free trainings outside, too. We would like to participate 

in diff erent trainings like those organised here.”

“If you were convict ed, that’s it, you are no human anymore, the others treat you as junk.”

“Th e fi rst  thing I would do aft er being released – I would prepare the documents and leave the coun-

try. I would change my nationality and never ever hear about Moldova. People are much kinder out 

there, they have a diff erent mentality.”

Th e women prisoners who must  serve their sentences for more than 10 years see a future linked with prison. It 
is important for them to have the opportunity to work and make a living, and also to have their terms “cut”. 

Nonetheless, several interviewed women expressed 
their certainty that their relatives will support them 
in the future and that they will make it through, 
because they realized many things. Some women 

mentioned the trainings they attended in prison and 
hope that the knowledge gained will be of great use. 
Other women defi ne their future by education, fami-
ly, job, new friends, etc.

“To have a workplace elsewhere, to have a permanent work… not like here where I work one day out 

of two… I want to have a workplace, in summer and in winter… I wish for nothing more. To be able 

to earn my money…”

“My family are those who surround me here…, I have 15 years more.”

Reflections of the convicted women about the future 

“I do not fear my future, because my children wait for me and I have no misunderst andings with 

anybody.”

“Th e prison taught me a lot of positive things. I know the people whom I can trust , I underst ood who 

my real friends are, because time chose them, not me.”

Reflections of the convicted women about the future 
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Th e success of the women’s reintegration originates 
in their views upon time – the past , the present and 
the future. Temptation, weakness, impulsiveness, 
and lack of common sense brought the women there 
where they would have never thought to end up. 
Most  women focus on a negative past  with more neg-

ative than positive experiences, on a fatalist ic present 
in which they accept their fate without st riving for a 
change, on an uncertain future without set object ives. 
Many things would change if they realized their own 
persp ect ive upon time and tried to change it. 

“Th e future? My sp eciality is cooking, and I would like to learn other professions as well. I want to be 

with my family, my child, to see my child learning and developing.”

“I wish for a family, I want to st udy, and I want to become an interior designer.”
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GENERAL CONCLUSIONS

Th e research focused on the analysis of life st ories 
told by the convict ed women, where they referred to 
their past  and present, but also to the manner they 
perceive their future. We tried to analyse primarily 
the extent to which the women in detention suff ered 
from violence, their perception of aggressors, the 
assessment made by the convict ed women of the pro-
cess of administ ration of just ice, the consequences of 
detention on women and the impact  on detention of 
a mother on the child.

Th e told life st ories made us underst and the diversity 
of the roles exist ing in a closed community, apparent-
ly homogenous. Th e homogeneity results from the 
fact  that the women are in detention and had been 
convict ed. Th e diversity refers to diff erent ages of the 
inmates, diff erent level of education, involvement or 
non-involvement into available product ion act ivities, 
availability or lack of support by the family.

Th e collect ed life st ories made us underst and the 
manner the convict ed women interpret the events 
in their personal lives and, namely, that the violence 
against  women is one of the reasons for committed 
crimes, in particular, in case of convict ions for mur-
der or other violent crimes.

Th e conduct ed research confi rmed that out of 300 
women who took part in the quantitative research, 
43 % acknowledged that they had been subject ed to 
domest ic violence by the husband / concubine and / or 
their parents. Out of these 43 % of women vict ims of 
domest ic violence, 84,5 % of women were convict ed 
for violent crimes. Th us, domest ic violence is an im-
portant fact or contributing to feminine delinquency 
that, very oft en, is nothing else than a resp onse to 
long-last ing suff erings in their life.

Th e team of researchers st ated that out of 43 % of 
women who acknowledged to have been vict ims of 
domest ic violence, 83,8 % were abused by their hus-
band / concubine, 7 % – by their fathers, 4,7 % – by 
their mothers, 3,9 % – by both parents, and 0,8 % – by 
their siblings.

Vict ims of domest ic violence are reluct ant to report 
their cases to police because they consider it is a fam-
ily issue or they are afraid of what the others will say. 
Moreover, the involvement of the police very oft en 
implies the application to the aggressor of a fi ne paid 
from the sometimes scarce budget of the family. Th is 
makes the vict im of violence renounce to reporting 
the case of violence to the police. However, some-
times, another reason for the women’s reservation to 
report cases of violence is the intensifi cation of ag-
gressiveness when the aggressor returns home from 
the police. Th us, out of the 43 % of women vict ims of 
domest ic violence, 42,6 % reported their case to po-
lice, while 35,7 % did not tell anyone about the act s of 
violence.

Violence against  women has severe physical and emo-
tional consequences on their children. Th e children 
live in a const ant st ate of anticipation, expect ing the 
aggressiveness to be disp layed anytime. Th e eff ect s 
may include the feeling of fear, mist rust , shame, help-
lessness, low self-est eem, and the risk of delinquent 
behaviour in the future.

Th e perception of the treatment of women during the 
criminal proceedings varies depending on the qualifi -
cation of the treatment and on the representatives of 
the inst itutions who were in contact  with the women. 
Th us, 39,7 %, 26,6 % and 37,7 % of quest ioned con-
vict ed women assert that they had been treated very 
well and well by the police offi  cers and, corresp ond-
ingly, by the prosecutors and judges. Th e negative 
assessment of the treatment during the criminal pro-
ceedings was limited to 33,7 %, 42,7 % and 30,7 % of 
convict ed women who referred to police offi  cers and, 
corresp ondingly, to prosecutors and judges.

Th e verbal and physical aggressiveness in prison dis-
played by some convict s is part of the traumatising 
experience some women in detention go through. 
Causes for aggressive conduct  are diff erent – over-
crowding, st ress caused by detention, frust rations of 
any kind, low degree of education, mental disorder, 
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lack of skills to manage confl ict s without violence. 
At the same time, the convict ed women also referred 
to friendship relations or the care they disp lay to 
younger inmates.

Th e relationship with the st aff  of the prison is as-
sessed as being very good and good by 33,7 % of 
convict ed women, while 50 % of women consider that 
their relations with the prison st aff  are bad and very 
bad. Th e assessments refer to the current interper-
sonal relations between the inmates and the st aff  (ad-
minist ration, medical personnel, psychologist , social 
assist ant, etc.).

Th e most  important values from the persp ect ive of 
the inmates are freedom and family. Th e interview-
ees assert that detention has a negative impact  on 
their aff ect ive relationships. During the interviews 
the women mentioned that one of the consequences 
of detention is the dest royed relationship between 
the mother and the child. Th e physical protect ion, 
aff ect ive, moral and social relationships cannot be 

disp layed to their fullest , while the children of the 
inmates suff er from emotional traumas caused by the 
incarceration of their mothers.

Th e convict ed women perceive their future in dark 
colours. Th ey acknowledge that their reintegration 
in the society will be very diffi  cult as they realize 
how diffi  cult it will be for them to fi nd a job and to 
return to a community were former prisoners are 
st igmatized. In some cases, the family members and 
the longing for them are the fact ors that make the 
women look into the future with more hope and con-
fi dence.

We saw in women’s eyes sadness, regrets, and will-
ingness for freedom esp ecially of mothers for whom 
their children, irresp ect ive of the age, remain a part 
of them. Th e case of mothers with small children is 
even more painful due to the fact  that these children 
who need the care and love of their mothers will be 
separated from them. Th e years lived in prison – 5 or 
10 or 15 … are years from the life of an individual.
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SUGGESTIONS FROM 
THE PERSPECTIVE OF 
CONVICTED WOMEN

“Speaking about the possibility to improve the conditions, I’d want for more 

washing machines, because we have to wash everything manually, and duvets in 

winter are esp ecially hard to wash and dry.”

“Th ere, the yard for children should be bigger. We are 9 mothers and 10 children 

in a house, of which 2 minors…. So we are mothers and children, all st aying in a 

small room, in a very small yard where the children cannot st ay. I wish there was 

the chance to st ay at home, at least  until the child turns 8…”

“I think mothers with young children should be given a better health care. As for 

me, my rights are resp ect ed, we have food, we can make a call once a week, the 

administ ration is good, I even think that for some people too good conditions are 

created, therefore having no one outside they commit repeated off ence to come 

back here.”

“We are mothers and we have children who are God knows where, on the st reets 

or in asylums, and aft er coming out from there they remain on the st reets because 

nobody needs them. At least  they could help our children.”

“Th ey should make reforms, like regarding the amnest y. Th ey should release some 

people, because there are women here who serve many sentences in a row here. 

And the pensioners? Why is he here? Are you not sorry for him? He barely crawls. 

Why?”

“Th ey do not show any mercy for women, but they should. Th ey ought to be more 

gentle and kind esp ecially with mothers who give birth to children here or who are 

convict ed while being pregnant. It is not fair that a woman who should be with 

her children be treated like this.”

“Th e personnel here pulled some levers so that I could be released sooner, if only it 

wasn’t for the corrupt judges from Hancest i who sentenced me.”

“At the beginning of family life neither men nor the women are ready for a family 

life, there should be a school where they could learn to overcome all unpleasant 

moments in family.”
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ANNEXES

Past 

1.  Tell us about your life prior to getting to Rusca Prison? What was 
the relationship with your family: husband, parents, children, sib-
lings, relatives? What were the positive, beautiful moments in your 
life? What were the negative moments you went through?

2.  What do you underst and by violence?

3.  Describe situations when you were subject ed to violence in your 
family: beaten, abused, turned out of the house, threatened, sexual-
ly abused, etc. What were the reasons for these act ions of violence 
against  you? Oher cases.

4.  How did you react , what did you do in diff erent cases when you 
were subject ed to violence? Did you appeal to police, do you go to 
your parents, did you divorce, etc.? How were you helped?

5.  How were you aff ect ed by the cases of violence against  you, your 
children, parents, siblings, relatives?

6.  How was the person who committed the act s of violence against  you 
punished?

7.  Tell us about what happened, how did you get to Rusca Prison? 
What were the reasons that made you commit the act  you were pun-
ished for?

8.  Have you been proposed the assist ance of an attorney? Do you think 
the attorney refl ect ed correct ly, object ively and fully your case in the 
court hearing? Did the attorney present in the court hearing infor-
mation about your condition (in the family)? Why do you think so?

Annex 1

Interview Guide
(Target group: detainees of Rusca Prison)

We secure the observance of the principle of confi dentiality, object iveness. Th e goal of the research is to iden-
tify the key asp ect s related to the impact  of domest ic violence and subsequent detention on women.

Presentation: age, locality, education, number of children, nationality.
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9.  Tell us about the manner you were treated during the criminal pro-
ceedings: attitude of the policeman, prosecutor, judge, attorney to-
wards you. How did you feel during the communication with these 
persons: policeman, prosecutor, judge, attorney, etc.

10.  Were you supported by the family, friends during the criminal pro-
ceedings?

11.  Did you have any negative experiences in pre-trial detention, such as 
verbal violence, physical violence, sexual abuse? Describe the cases.

12.  Speak about the negative experience in prison, such as verbal vio-
lence, physical violence, sexual abuse (by other women or by the ad-
minist ration). Tell us more about these cases.

13.  How do you assess the process of administ ration of just ice with re-
gards to women? Wat are your recommendations in order to im-
prove the just ice disp ense process, the detention conditions in pris-
on, etc.?

Present

14.  What is family to you?

15.  How do you assess the relations with your family while in detention? 
Where are your children, what are your relations with them. De-
scribe their life during your detention. What is the relationship with 
your parents, relatives (siblings, grandparents, etc.)?

16.  Do you have the possibility to keep in touch with your family? What 
do you do to keep in touch? What are the barriers to maintain rela-
tions in with the family?

17.  Assess your previous and current fi nancial condition (house, proper-
ty). Why do you think so? Other. Describe.

18.  Tell us about your relations with other inmates of Rusca Prison. De-
scribe. Tell us about the categories of women in prison (current so-
cial st atuses, relations among them).

19.  What is the most  unpleasant about being convict ed? What rights do 
you think are violated?

20.  What are your relations with the prison st aff . Describe. Why do you 
think so?

Future

21.  How do you see your future? When you think about the future, 
what makes you feel anxious?

22.  What are your wishes? What are your suggest ions related to any 
area?
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Social and demographic charact erist ics

1. Age: 

2. Family st atus:

1. Married

2. Widow

3. Divorced

4. Cohabitation

5. Not married

3. Education:

1. No education

2. Primary education (4 grade)

3. Gymnasium education (9 grade)

4. Complete secondary education / lyceum

5. Professional st udies

6. College

7. University st udies

4.  How long have you been st aying in
Rusca Prison?

1. Up to one year

2. 1-2 years

3. 3-4 years

4. 5-6 years

5. 7-8 years

6. 9-10 years

7. Over 10 years

5. Based on which article have you been convict ed?

6. Do you have children aged up to 16 years?

1. Yes

2. No

7. What do you underst and by violence?

1. Physical aggression

2. Verbal aggression

3. Material damage

4. Emotional suff ering

5. Abused

6. Other

7. Don’t know / No resp onse

8.  Have you been a vict im of domest ic violence 
before being convict ed?

1. Yes

2. No

3. Don’t know / No resp onse

9. If yes, who have you been aggressed by?

1. Mother

2. Father

3. Both parents

4. Husband

5. Brothers

6. Step parents

7. Other

8. Don’t know / No resp onse

10. What form was the violence against  you?

1. Physical violence

2. Verbal abuses

3. Th reats

4. Th eft 

5. Sexual abuse

6. Other

7. Don’t know / No resp onse

Annex 2

Questionnaire 

My name is . We conduct  an anthropological st udy 
among detainees from Rusca Prison. Please give us several minutes of your time to fi ll in this quest ionnaire. 
We guarantee confi dentiality. Your replies will be processed and st atist ically analyzed and will be included in 
the st udy report. 
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11. Who did you appeal to?

12.  Have you been proposed in the court the 
assist ance of an ex offi  cio attorney?

1. Yes

2. No

3. Don’t know / No resp onse

13.  How to you assess the quality of the assist ance 
of the ex offi  cio attorney?

1. Very good

2. Good

3. Medium

4. Bad

5. Very bad

6. Don’t know / No resp onse

14.  Did the ex offi  cio attorney correct ly and 
object ively refl ect  your case in the court?

1. Yes

2. No

3. Don’t know / No resp onse

15.  How were you treated during the criminal 
proceedings by:

16.  Were you sexually abused in pre-trial 
detention?

1. Yes

2. No

3. Don’t know / No resp onse

17. If yes, by whom?

1. Employee

2. Female detainee

3. Male detainee

4. Other 

5. Don’t know / No resp onse

18. Were you sexually abused in prison?

1. Yes

2. No

3. Don’t know / No resp onse

19. If yes, by whom?

1. Prison employee

2. Female detainee

3. Male detainee

4. Other 

5. Don’t know / No resp onse

20. Evaluate your relations with the prison st aff ?

1. Very good

2. Good

3. Medium

4. Bad

5. Very bad

6. Don’t know / No resp onse

21.  Do the prison conditions prepare you for rein-
tegration in the society?

1. Yes

2. No

3. Don’t know / No resp onse

22. Why do you think so?

23. What should be changed in prison to ensure 
your better reintegration in society?

Firstly Secondly 

1. Relatives 1 2

2. Friends 1 2

3. Police 1 2

4. Social assistant 1 2

5. Other 1 2

6.  I did not appeal to 

anyone, indicate the 

reason 

1 2

Policeman Prosecutor  Judge  

Very well 1 2 3

Well 1 2 3

Medium  1 2 3

Bad 1 2 3

Very bad 1 2 3

Don’t know/

No response
1 2 3
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