
Safe fish and fishery products can only 
come from healthy waters

Alan Reilly 
Adjunct Professor

University College Dublin



Aquatic Food Web: Bioaccumulation
Personal Pollution

Industrial Pollution

Fish accumulate 
Contaminants

We eat Fish and Contaminants

Foodborne illness



Are our current controls failing ?

Surveillance/Monitoring is Essential 



Shellfish Sanitation Programmes



Chemical Contaminants



It’s ironic really!

She could be eating yesterdays facewash!



71% of Earths surface is covered by water…

…and we are polluting it at an unsustainable rate!

We MUST;

 Establish standards for marine and inland water quality

 Monitoring programmes for all water bodies

 Enforce regulatory standards for water quality  

…and we MUST do it urgently!



Global Action Required…

Control levels of 
Pollution 


